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Nan-Chang Chien graduated from the Chinese Cultural University and the Munich
Conservatory, Germany. He studied composition under professors De-Y1 Liu and W.
Killmayer. Currently, he teaches at the Taipei National University of Arts.

He has a long list of awards: Huang Z1 Composition Award by the Ministry of Education
(1976) for his chorus Little Stars, Thongshan Art and Literature Prize (1978) for his Frve
Chinese Songs for Soprano and Orchestra, Best Composer, the 8th Golden Melody
Awards (1997) for his Beat the Drum;, Best Composer, the 9th Golden Melody Awards
(1998) for his 7he Maiden of Malan, Besr Composer, the 13th Golden Melody Awards
(2002) for his Buddhist Requien, Best Composer, the 16th Golden Melody Awards (2005)
for his Symphony No.1, When the Bugle Starts, the 9th National Awards for Arts (2005);
and Medal of Honor (Lifelong Achievement Award 2008) from Chinese Writers &
Artists’  Association in Taipei.

Chien’ s writing covers a variety of genres including opera, musical, symphony, concerto,
requiem, chamber music, solo, monody, chorus and percussion music. He resorts to a rich
source of materials which encompasses The Book of Songs, modern poetry, ballads and
folk stories.

His music can be roughly divided into five categories:

Folk songs: 7he Maiden of Malan-A suite of Taiwan™ s Aboriginal Folk Songs,
Symphony No.1 (Hebei Province folk song, Chinese Cabbage), String Quartet (Flowing
Stream), Dragon Dance (Golden Dragon Dancing in Rage), Zaiper sketch, for 14 soloists,
and Beat the Drum.

Ancient poetry: 7he Orphan;, The East Door, and Five Chinese Songs for Soprano and
Orchestra (Strong Weed, Katydid, Magpie’ s Nest, Lumbering, Morning Star)

Modern Poetry: Sonnets (Yang Mu), Four Choruses (Chou-Yu Cheng), Four Monodies
(Lo Fu), A Blossoming Tree (Muren Hsi) and 7 am Flying (Chia-Ming Chien).

Drama: A Night of Thunderstorm (J1-Lin Chu), La Peintre, Yu-Lin (An-Chi Wang).
Religion: Buddhist Requiem (The Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra).

Since he returned to Taiwan 1n 1978 after having completed his study in Germany, he
started to compose and teach. As a low-profile personality with yet a striking musical
style, he is a rare kind of composer in Taiwan’ s music circles.



