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Program Notes:

“Provintia” (also called Fort Provintia, Chihkan Tower) is one of the Taiwan’s ancient monuments,
which is located in Tainan City. Provintia was built by the Dutch in 1653, on the ground of the
Taiwanese Siraya indigenous people. The fort was originally used for protecting the Dutch people
during their colonization of Taiwan. Later in 1668, the Ming pirate Zheng Jing took over the
Provintia, and then rebuilt the building on top of the old one that was destroyed during the war.
The new building incorporated some traditional Chinese design and was used as a school and
hospital during World War I and II. In recent years, the Taiwanese government has recognized
Provintia as one of the most important historical monuments in Taiwan.

“Provintia” goes through the time tunnel, which desctibes the historical events of this significant
architecture. The main musical materials are extracted from the Taiwanese Siraya aboriginal people’s
music, as well as Dutch music. The beginning of the piece signifies the 350 years history of this
building. The original purpose of Fort Provintia has been the focal point for the middle section of
the piece, throughout the several wars that it lasted. The ending describes the view of the Provintia,
which is one of the most beautiful sunset locations in all of Taiwan, with the soft touch of the sunset
brightening and softening over its past violence of war.

There are couple interesting erhu techniques that are used in this composition. The traditional
techniques such as imitating horse screaming, horse running (da ji gong K% 5), bow hits the sound
board, bow and pizzicato at the same time, use thighs to mute erhu, and“J1” (i 7)technique. In
addition, different ways of bowing to create special sound effects such as brush bow up and down
the strings; and use the wood stick part of bow to hit open string to create harmonics, etc. Middle
section uses guitar pick to pluck the strings, which creates Juan (FT/E) feel.
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