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Program

Ludwig van BEETHOVEN(1770-1827) : Piano Sonata No.8 in ¢ minor
“Pathetique”, op.13

Grave allegro molto e conbrio

Adagio cantabile
Rondo allegro

Bela BARTOK(1881-1945) : 15 Hungarian Peasant Songs
Bela BARTOK(1881-1945) : Transsilvanian Nights
Bela BARTOK(1881-1945) : Allegro Barbaro

Zoltan KODALY (1882-1967) : Marosszek Dances

-- Intermission --

Franz LISZT (1811-1886) : Piano Sonata
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TAMAS VASARY

Pianist / Conductor

Principal Conductor of the Hungarian Radio Symphony Orchestra since 1993, he was born
in Debrecen (Hungary), studied with Dohnanyi and, after obtaining his diploma in the
Franz Liszt Academy, he worked as assistant of Zoltan Kodaly. In 1956 he left Hungary
and in 1961 he did his debut in London and New York. Since then he started a very
important worldwide career. Nowadays he is better known as conductor rather than as

pianist.

He was Principal Conductor of the Northern Symphony Orchestra in England from 1979 to
1982 and, from 1989 to 1997 he was the Principal Conductor of the Bournemouth

Sinfonietta. He did with both orchestras many international tours and recordings.

With the Hungarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, he has done also a lot of international
tours through England, Germany, Spain, Austria, Greece, Turkey, Italy, South America,
France and Belgium, and he has recorded with them CD’s with works from Dohnanyi,
Beethoven, Schubert and Schumann. He has conducted, among others, the Berlin
Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, Scottish National Orchestra,
Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, London Symphony , BBC Symphony, English
Chamber Orchestra, London Mozart Players, Wahinghton National Orchestra, Orchestre de
Paris, Dallas Symphony, Baltimore, Detroit and Houston, Stockholm Philharmonic,
Hungarian State Orchestra, RAI of Torino, Santa Cecilia Rome, Spanish National, RTV

Spain, Galicia and Seville Symphony Orchestras, and Sinfonia Varsovia..

He has conducted “Il Re Pastore” by Mozart in the Aldeburgh Festival and “Le Nozze di
Figaro” in the Sadler Wells Theather in London and in Cambridge. In 1998 he conducted
“The Magic Flute” in the Hungarian opera.

As pianist, Tamas Vasary has played recitals and with orchestra in the whole world. He has
recorded fir Deutsche Grammophon works by Chopin, Debussy, Rachmaninov, Liszt and
seven CD with works by Brahms with players of the Berlin Philharmonic. He has recorded
with this orchestra 2 Piano Concertos by Mozart, playing and conducting. With the
Philharmonia Orchestra, he recorded the Symphonies 3 & 4 by Mendelssohn and more
Mozart Piano Concerti. With the London Symphony Orchestra, he recorded in 1991 a CD

with works by Liszt including the recent discovered Third Piano Concerto.



In March 1996, the Hungarian Television made a succesful programme series entitled
“After the Music” where Tamas Vasary played and conducted, and explained the life and
works of the great composers. In 1998, Tamas Vasary received the Gold Medal from the
Hungarian Republic President and the Kossuth Prize the most important cultural award in

Hungary.
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