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VoICE FROM THE MOUNTAINS
THREE SONGS FOR MIXED CHORUS
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Chen-Hui Jen (born 1981, Kachsiung, Taiwan) began studying piano when four years old. From her second
year in the music class at Kaohsiung Senior High School (1996-1999) until graduating from the Music Department
of the National Sun Yet-San University (1999-2003), she majored in composition and studied with Professor Tzyy-
Sheng Lee. Under the instruction of Professor Hwang-Long Pan, she later earned a Master's degree in Summer
2005 from the Graduate School of Music at the Taipei National University of the Arts. Jen has been also been an
active member of the Asian Composers' League National Committee (ACL) Taiwan and the International Society
of Contemporary Music (ISCM) Taiwan section since 2004. In 2006, Jen obtained a scholarship from Taiwanese
Ministry of Education to study in the United States of America. Since then she has studied with Professor Chinary
Ung at the University of California, San Diego, where she is a PhD candidate in Music Composition.



B e M R R R AR DA B R U
TRCEAEEES - (BN S RERUERRGS] - 7w
BHNSRENENCE RS - CRZESYEWEN
B (2004) ~ EEERSCEEAITELE (2004, 2008, 2009) ~ RELE
P EGERERAIELE (2004) ~ IEREEY M ERHE LI R HEETE
(2004-05) ~FFH RS EAMERLE (2006) F » WY EEWEH -
ISCM 2006 S FEACTHEEET (18E) -~ 2009 £E Acanthes
A OFE) RSO TR EEarEE -
eitEANGER R NEASITEREIEERSAIE -

ﬂ: R R RECEEF FHRKIRT TR » BrAsCF Y
TR B - il = E R S R [El6R
H 2R EIEHET - M TR RERElZEL - B
WM ERERE - ME RS ES - A ELSR
RS - A H B EREAYZER - -

F (BENARHE) F o SIEEES R/ EEE - W2
B RS - ORISR PR © TS
T ~ R 1 e S AR - AR T i
FFEREEE T - RIS EREER - 5Lh
ROAGIEBRNES - IRER T NSRS —ER
PRIE R L IRRER TS » EEHARZ TIUR Rk -

M SRR RIREZRI - IRyt - STRCAEE
HUREEIUE R E - i ERRE REGHE S 2 5ok s
W TERE AR IR ¢ RN Bass RER "R
B EEEICEEA Tenor IR MRS » BACHE
BIABRE AT - DIREREHR Z e e
BEEEABRVELS] - MFRA T HRAEPEER IR REH
Ko —iEEA R - Bl - SRR -

S (Haidehh) £ASNRRBEIEZ S - S R
H » RRRRABEN—EY - SHiR—ERE— R
Rk FRERMRHIRE - EFERIAL SR -
TESHIEY - fefkR BrE - OB TR -« WA
HE "W XERMEREE | — @R HE - 1E 5 (R
EILLAEHRIE ) HIFRE - B RERRES BRI - D"
BESTHSEER RN SEE W EEET
LU ER - REAEREE - SRR - (I
iz TREA L —FE TR BB - )

g - [lzg

Following a deep interest in Chinese classical and modern
poetry; as well as having won multiple literature awards during
her undergraduate studies, Chen-Hui Jen's music features an
imaginative and spiritual poeticism. Jen's works have won prizes
in the Kuan-Du Arts Festival Competition, the Literature and
Fine Aris Composition Competition, the Formosa Composition
Competition, and the Tsang-Houei Hsu International Music
the 2006 ISCM World New Music Festival (Germany), the 2009
Acanthes Music Festival (France), as well as multiple locations
in Taiwan and the United States. In recent years, she has also
received commissions by Ching-Yun Chorus, Acanthes Music
Festival, Taipei Chamber Singers, and Little Giant Chinese
Chamber Orchestra.

was inspired by a trip in 2008 and wrote the work "Voice

from the Mountains" that contains three successive pieces.
The mixed choral parts split differently in each piece but all
center an idea of longing, transferred and developed in a musical
aura that reflects various mountain images such as caryon,
cliff, and forest. However, as a reflection of my central idea, the
poems and the music also transcend themselves to eternity.

In "I Sing Toward the Canyon", I add solo lines, whistle,
and air sounds to the six-part choral texture, playing melodies in
multiple layers like endless echoes in the canyon. The harmony
flows in a slow, colorful pace that contains various phonic
changes, vibratos and glissandos. This timbral flow combines
with the prolonged phoneme from the poems and creates a
continuous musical texture - also a symbol of endless longing
that lasts until the "silent" at the end.

"Space in the Gorge" is simple four-part mixed chorus
but emotionally more deep and reserved. The melodic lines
primarily come from the poem's intoning and text-painting: the
bass in the beginning symbolizes "myself in solinde” and leads
the first-person's phrases. Later the lines spread into different
parts and finally end as male voices’ chanting. Vocalise in
various textures occupies a large proportion in the whole piece,
repeating, layering and interlacing with each other, like remote
echoes or weeping streams in the gorge.

A piano part is added to the six-part mixed chorus in the
final piece "Returning to the Forest" and becomes part of the
large texture. The entire piece contains a long phrase in a clear
direction. The beginning has only rhythmic air sounds; then
the breaths and dynamics become longer when flutter tongue
sounds and melodic fragments gradually join, These elements
keep expanding until the peak "Ah, it's the season when the
snow melts again”. The piece’s long harmonic pace and colorful
sound layers certainly respond to the first piece "I Sing Towards
the Canyon" but in a different musical reflection - maybe the
longing feels familiar, but the world always keeps moving as the
time passes. (The “vast” in the poem is missing in music but
represented as a musical aura.)
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Part I: ISmc TowarD THE CANYON

I sing towards the canyon
about my yearning

I listen to the stream

with its flowing grief

Is it the response of the canyon, or of my
deeply bleak mind?

I throw yearning into the canyon
and everything turns silent

Parr II: SpacE IN THE GORGE

I walk towards the endlessness
towards the dark night
towards the wasteland
towards the dune of time

The mind is a text-less song

when the moonlight slowly rises,
illuminating the deep canyon

my longing is like ashes

floating towards a boundless corner
Alone as I am

in this silent space-time

chanting,..

Part III: RETURNING TO THE FOREST

Listening to the mountain springs

breathing the memories

when I return to this forest

Ah, it's the season when the snow melts again

Familiar sunshine dyes the vast sky
with my yearning gleaming in the haze
yet today is no longer the past
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