(%~ R3 ~ % %) Sounds of Autochthon (Natives)
Program Notes:

“Sound of Autochthon” was commissioned by the world renowned Taipei Chamber Singers,
who are specialized in singing contemporary repertoires. The piece contains three
movements for six vocal parts (3 female and 3 male), and is inspired by the rich Taiwanese
aboriginal music, languages, rhythms, special patterns and layouts from various tribes such as
Bunun, Amis, Yami/Tao, Paiwan, Rukai, Seediq, Tsou, Truku and Atayal. The majority of
the piece uses non-meaningful syllables that frequently appear in aboriginal music worldwide,
as well as texts from Taiwanese aboriginal children’s songs and some gestures such as
shouting and vocalizing. Besides singing, the singers also double some simple percussion
instruments such as the singing bowl (Chinese Chin), hand cymbals, small (jingle) bells, and
percussive foot stomps that imitate Taiwanese aboriginal dances.
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