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Whitewater Sky

Three years ago, | began an exploration of the Chinese concept, Dong Feng. Translated literally
as eastern wind, Dong Feng might more accurately be described as eastern style, aesthetic, or sen-
sibility. The piece which emerged, entitled Eastern Wind, was my first experiment in creating contem-
porary dance using traditional Chinese art forms as sources of motivation. My initial inspiration for
this piece came from the traditional hand puppetry of Taiwan and China's Fujian Province. In this
form, it is the man behind the screen, who using fingers alone, determines the action we see. The
puppet is no more than an inanimate object, brought to life by the will of its master. In making
Eastern Wind, it was not the form itself, but the dynamic between master and pawn, which held my

interest.

One year later, Eastern Current was created in the first-ever collaboration between Dance
Forum Taipei and the National Guo-Kuang Theater. The driving force behind this piece was the idea
of manipulation. Our desire, whether conscious or subconscious, to exert our will, dictate behavior,
or control rather than be controlled, often becomes an over-powering force, a force which eventually
dominates the one who fears domination. Eastern Current, honored as one of Taishin Bank
Foundation for the Arts and Culture Top 10 Performances of the Year for 2003, moves beyond the

world of hand puppetry and explores the broader topic of manipulation.

| am now revisiting the subject of Dong Feng for the third time, something | had not expected to
do when | began my journey three years ago. Perhaps it was this return, or what feels like revolution

in a cycle, that drew my attention to the idea of time.

For me, time is neither linear nor cyclical like a clock. Instead, | see time as a spiraling path.
Sunrise and sunset make a complete cycle but do not loop in place. Yesterday is not today and
today cannot be tomorrow. Therefore, time spirals forward; it does not return to its beginning.
People we once met, things we have done, memories, and phenomena make reappearances
throughout our lives. Spring thunder, summer sun, autumn wind and winter snow return each year
with the cycle of the seasons, and yet each element changes the face of the earth. Joy is replaced
by grief, only to be replaced by new joy once again. Peace is replaced by conflict, only to be

replaced by peace, etc...

Chinese people believe that our present actions dictate our future, that who we are, is the result
of what we have done in the past, and that this equation of cause and effect will continue into the
future. In a poem, it is said that, "Ten years of cultivating oneself brings people to be on the same
boat; one hundred years of practicing moral culture will make a couple husband and wife." This

belief system has informed Chinese art throughout the ages.
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These thoughts led my mind to the theory of reincarnation. The profound and
mysterious relationship between previous, present and future life, found in most east-
ern philosophies and religions, intrigues me deeply. An old soul is reborn into a new
form. A person appears as a man in one life, but reappears as a woman in the next.
There is a constant hope for both birth, and death. Towards birth, we have unlimited

expectation; towards death, we long for a better life in our next incarnation.

Reincarnation and the spiral model of time, together serve as the base for the
development of this third episode, “Bai Shui Tian” translated as Whitewater Sky.
Throughout the piece, Bai Shui Tian appears with different faces, emphasizing its
intrinsic ever changing nature. In certain sections he is a man - Whitewater. In others,
she is a woman — Sky. And in still others, it is an image of the sometimes
indomitable and amiable nature of white/water/sky. Like Ying and Yang, these seem-
ingly contradictory elements co-exist and balance each other. In "Bai Shui Tian," time
weaves and spirals. It loops and reloops to represent living for death, and dying for

rebirth, a cycle which is both tragic and full of hope.

| feel pleased and honored to have had the opportunity to work with the National
Guo-Kuang Theater once again. | am grateful to my collaborators, composer Chen
Yang, and director Wang Kuan-Chiang, of the National Guo-Kuang Theater, and to
Liu Shou-Yao, Executive Director of Dance Forum Taipei for their ongoing conversa-
tion and inspiration. | would also like to express my appreciation to the dancers from
Dance Forum Taipei and to the performers from the National Guo-Kuang Theater,
and to every one involved in the administrative and technical aspect of this project for
their untiring efforts. Finally, | would like to express my deepest thanks to the National

Culture and Arts Foundation whose support made this production possible.

Dance Forum Taipei Dance Company

Artistic Director
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Dance Forum Taipei

Founded by Ping Heng in 1989, Dance Forum Taipei began under the artistic direction of Hong
Kong choreographers Sunny Pang and Norman Fung and a core of six veteran dancers. Now under
the guidance of Artistic Director Ming-Lung Yang, formerly with Trisha Brown Company, Dance

Forum Taipei has established a strong voice for innovative dance in Asia.

Dance Forum Taipei was conceived as a true forum for emerging choreographers in Taiwan,
carefully choosing works that deliver the dramatic intensity signature to Chinese modern choreogra-
phy but inclusive of moments of humor quite rare in Asian concert dance. The company embraces a
range of technical styles and philosophical approaches with sharp focus on international contempo-
rary life. For example, in 1993 the company produced Genius Loci , a series of site-specific works
conceived by Dance Forum company members who commandeered local train stations, office build-
ings, swimming pools and the Taipei Museum of Modern Art to bring art directly to the people. The
popular Mystery Nights, established in 1994 as a monthly event, broke the traditional protocol of the-
atre advertising with completely improvisational programming. In 1999, choreographer Ming-Shen
Ku and experimental theatre director Ying-Chun Wei created for Dance f—'o'rum Phases Within Four
Colors produced at the Taipei Art Festival and acclaimed as "one of the ten best works of the year"

:., by The China Times. In 2001, in conjunction with Image in Motion Theatre Company, Dance Forum
N—— created the first complete integration of computer animation, music, theatre and dance in Taiwan
j f"'_’ with Not a Love Story. Initially performed at National Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall for the Taipei
'ﬁ:. International Arts Festival.
g) The company's ongoing commitment to quality programming in traditional as well as experimen-
> tal venues has led to seasons featuring master composers such as Maurice Ravel with Ravel/
Legendaire as well as the music of Igor Stravinsky through a commission in 1998 from the National
Theatre of Taiwan and Taiwan Symphony Orchestra to choreograph "The Fantastical, Theatrical Mr.
i S" for the Sixth Taiwan Music Festival. Dance Forum also performed in the Dortmund Opera
A Company production of the Gluck opera "Orfeo et Eurydice" in Germany in 1999. The company's
i_ﬁ millennial commission from the National Theatre of Taiwan, From the Frontier, was dedicated to
b3 viewing the past and the future at one singular, bittersweet moment. The production included Anna
?,: Sokolow's masterpiece Rooms" Janis Brenner's Suspicions and a multi-media collaboration by Ming-
> Shen Ku and theatre director Hong Hong entitled Hopscotch.
i
f_ﬁ Dance Forum Taipei delivers programming that is at once innovative and accessible and audi-
f ences have welcomed its experimental format, technical strength and piquant humor. For example,
o the Hong Kong Arts Festival produced Dance Forum's Walking with Wings, the collaboration of
i director/choreographer Edwin Lung, composer Anthony Wang and singer Tsai Chin at the Lyric
>¢] Academy of Performing Arts in Hong Kong. Tickets for the performance were sold out fully a month
B prior to opening. Equally acclaimed was Colors in the Fall by Ming-Lung Yang, produced at the
?é Experimental Theatre in Taipei and the Hwa Deng Performing Art Center in Tainan.
=
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Dance Forum's 2001 production Box of Decadent by Ming-Lung Yang drew great
attention to both public and professionals. It was presented at the Wha Shang Art
District, a new urban renewal warehouse district featuring experimental graphic and
performance art. Box of Decadent offered ten interactive scenes, backed by a live
DJ, performed by the company with national installation artists. Taiwan's Liberty
Times wrote: "characteristics of each dancer's free, beautiful body and endless ener-
gy were clearly revealed in every section". The work was re-staged for the Taipei
International Arts Festival in May, 2002.

The Company takes further challenge in finding new movement vocabulary in
2002. Eastern Winds was inspired by the basic manipulation theory of Chinese hand
puppets. The first use of Heelys shoes in it was a nice touch of contemporary orien-
tal modern dance. The powerful music and profound structure drew both critics and
audience’ s attention. The company furture developing the ideas in a new produc-

MGy - FRGWHED @ HINS-TEIHED

tion: East Current with the Kuo Hung National Peking Opera Theater in the fall of
L
2003. At the same time, the company created a playful production: Spiderina for chil- 2005

dren, with The Puppet & It’ s Double Theatre Company. ﬁémﬁ Eastern Current
WHITEWATER SKY

In addition to its performance seasons in Taiwan, Dance Forum Taipei regularly
tours abroad with performances in Hong Kong (1990, 1995, 1998, 2000), Singapore
(1991), Malaysia (1991), Korea (1992, 2002) Japan (1995, 2002) and the United
States, including New York City (1993, 1995). Its touring programs, with performanc-
es and lecture-demonstrations, have made the company a favorite of regional festi-
vals in Asia as well as abroad.

Dance Forum's commitment to outreach has initiated cross-cultural events such
as the Crown Arts Festival, Little Asia Theatre/Dance Exchange Network and its
annual Summer Workshop with artists from Japan, China, Hong Kong, Australia,
Europe and the United States. In 1999, with sponsorship from the British Council,
Dance Forum collaborated with England's Ricochet Dance Company in a workshop
that attracted over 300 participants. A new production, 11748, with Ricochet was
done in March of 2002.

Dance Forum Taipei has succeeded in bringing innovative choreography and
stunning technique to audiences throughout the world, ranging from sophisticated
audiences at international festivals to regional students who have never experienced
live performances of modern dance. The company builds on the voice of the young
generation of artists whose commitment to experimentation is tempered by its need
to communicate, react and interact.

Ne



EEXSHES SRR REN @ MAFEINE -MIERIIME

National Kuo Kuang Chinese Opera Company

Traditional opera is a vehicle that carries history through time. Like all traditional art forms, how-
ever, our rapidly changing society presents opera with numerous challenges. In order to meei those
challenges, traditional opera is reassessing its place in the modern world, and striking out in new
directions. In July of 1995 the Kuo Kuang Chinese Opera Company was assembled following com-
petitive auditions culling the finest available talent from Peking opera troupes around the island. It

then became the first national Chinese opera company in Taiwan.

Since its inception, the Kuo Kuang Chinese Opera Company has sought to transcend historical
limitation by diversifying the traditional operatic performance style. It has integrated contemporary
approaches and utilized a broad range of theatrical concepts in order to expand upon the traditional
repertoire and create outstanding new works. These operas all evoke a lyrical classicism, including
The Phoenix Headdress, a new version of Lu Wenlung's At the Age of 16 and an adaptation of Hua
Mulan's One Woman's Story: A Period Piece that reflects the feminine consciousness of a bygone
era. In addition to adapting traditional works, the company has embraced cyltural pluralism by invit-
ing outstanding local librettists to conceive new operas based on Taiwanese literature and legends.

All of which will have a distinctive local flavor.

The company's current direction also includes enhancing cross-strait exchanges with Peking
opera troupes from Mainland China. In 1996 the company collaborated with China's Mei Lanfang
Opera Troupe in a new production of the operatic fairy tale The Princess and the Goatherd. At the
same time, joint performances featuring leading artists from both sides of the Taiwan Straits have
been held in conjunction with China's venerable China Beijing Opera Compound. These collabora-
tions have enabled traditional opera to transcend the single-company performance format of main-

land Peking opera troupes, and create a true cross-strait operatic dialogue.

While they continue to break new thematic ground, the company is also actively engaged in
expanding their performance domain. Each weekend, the "Kuo Kuang Opera Theatre" presents vari-
ous programs that offer the public a wider choice of leisure activities. These programs have revital-
ized the cultural and artistic atmosphere of the district where the company resides while promoting a

greater appreciation of traditional opera.

By performing at a wide variety of venues, the Kuo Kuang Chinese Opera Company is bringing
the best of traditional opera to an ever-expanding audience. From the magnificent National Theatre
to rustic rural temples, the company performs indoors or out, in cities or rural outposts, at home or

abroad. It remains confident to bringing their art to appreciative audiences wherever they may be.
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Kuo Kuang has been actively performing Chinese operas in foreign countries
since its initiation. In 1997, Kuo Kuang was invited by Germany to present two per-
formances, Chung Kuei and The Legend of White Snake, in Hamburg and Berlin,
where standing tickets were sold at the request of the enthusiastic audience. In 1998,
Kuo Kuang presented The Monkey King at the internationally well-known Festival of
Avigon in France. With the headline of "The Monkey King Made Uproarious
Excitement at the Courtyard of Archbishop” in the theatre review section, Le Figaro
applauded "The Monkey King" as the most popular program in the 1998 Festival of
Avigon. In 2000, Kuo Kuang presented Farewell My Concubine in Festival of Bologna
2000 in Italy. il Resto del Carlino Bologna reported that the Kuo Kuang Chinese
Opera Company from Taiwan articulated the oriental delicacy bringing the audience a
night with touching and marvelous performance. In the past two years, Kuo Kuang
also presented performances at Prague Spring Festival in Czech Republic and Sao
Paulo Alfa Theatre in Brazil. In 2003, Kuo Kuang presented 5 performances of Mu,
Kuei-Ying at the 5th International Chekhov Theatre Festival in Russia and received
standing ovation every night. We will definitely go on making every endeavor to pres-

ent the fine art of Chinese operas worldwide.

The Kuo Kuang Chinese Opera Company is dedicated to writing a new chapter
in the history of traditional opera. Even as our artistic achievements attest to our

unstinting efforts, we will continue to work towards restoring traditional opera to its

former glories, and making our mark on the contemporary cultural stage.
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