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About Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra

TPO’s first principal director and chief conductor was the late American Henry Mazer, a former Associate Conductor
of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Mazer dedicated over 15 years of his
life to supervise the artistic growth of TPO. When he first brought the orchestra to perform in the United States in
1990, music critic William Russo praised the orchestra for its excellence: “The Sinfonietta is one of the finest groups
of musicians I have ever heard”. After the death of Mazer in 2002, TPO has had several conductors, among them,

Alexander Rudin, Andreas Delfs, and Lin Tien-Chi (Paul Lin).

TPO made its second North American tour in 1995. Of its performance at Boston’s Symphony Hall, Richard Dyer

of the Boston Globe wrote: “The first sound of the Taipei Philharmonic in Boston Symphony Hall was electrifying.
The way the orchestra plays is a real tribute to Mazer’s musicianship. Mazer has a rare understanding of how Verklarte
Nacht is constructed, how it should sound and the wallop it should pack. They play with glowing sound, precision of
intonation, absolute unanimity of impulse and rare commitment”. During the same decade TPO also made its first
visit to Europe, performing in France, Brussels, and Vienna. The European music critics, as their American colleagues,
paid similar compliments to TPO: “The ensemble plays with precision and unity . . . the Sinfonietta is of considerable
quality . . . This conductor (Henry Mazer) made Schubert come alive and touch our hearts again”. (Franz Endler,

Vienna Kurier)

During the 2000’s TPO enlarged its international tours geographically to include the following countries: Germany,
France, the U.S., Russia, Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia,
and China. The orchestra was invited to perform in numerous prestigious music festivals: the Braunschweig Classix
Festival, the White Nights Festival of St. Petersburg, the Warsaw Autumn Contemporary Music Festival, the Krakow
Music Festival Sacrum-Profanum, the Prague Spring Music Festival, the Jand¢ek International Music Festival, the
Budapest Music Festival, the Stockholm Royal Castle Music Festival, the Estonian Music Festival Glasperlenspiel, the
Riga Music festival, the Kaunas Pazaislis Music Festival, the Auvers-sur-Oise Festival, The Sully International Music
Festival, and the Shanghai World Expo, to name but a few. The venues where TPO has performed included the famous

St. Petersburg Philharmonic Hall, the Moscow Performing Arts Center, the Budapest Liszt Concert Hall, Stockholm’s

Berwald Concert Hall, Helsinki’s Finlandia Hall and the Rock Church, the Grieg Hall in Bergen, Tallinn Concert Hall,

the Kennedy Performing Arts Center, and the Grosser Musikvereinsaal in Vienna.

One of TPO’s missions is to bring classical music to different audiences in different countries through music playing
of the highest level. To also improve listeners’ appreciation for modern music, TPO often performs works by living
composers of different nationalities, among them Yiu-kwong Chung from China, Leif Segerstam from Finland, and

Peeter Vihi from Estonia. In addition, TPO organizes workshops, master classes, and other educational activities for

both children and adults.
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WASHINGTON POST

“Superb playing from the Taipei Philharmonic and elegant direction from (Yoel)
Levi produced a passionate, thrilling interpretation — beautifully controlled,
thunderously alive and memorable in every way.” - Stephen Brookes, July 18,
2006

WARSAW Dziennik Polski Newspaper

“Performing exact rhythm...playing with outstanding technique.. ..perfect
interaction with the soloist. Honestly speaking, this orchestra deserves the highest
recommendation.” - Adam Walacinski, 25.9.2004

HELSINKI SANOMAT Newspaper

‘There is power in the Taipei Philbarmonic Orchestra.” - Annmari Salmela,
17.8.2003

TALLINN POSTIMEES Newspaper - Estonia

‘The fluent interplay of orchestra and perfect cooperation between the members of
the Taipei Philharmonic was very impressive..” - Evi Arujarvi, 16.8.2003

WIEN KURIER: VIENNA Kurier newspaper

”The ensemble plays with precision and unity the Taipei Philbarmonic is of
considerable quality. This conductor (Henry Mazer) made Schubert come alive
and touch our hearts again.” - Franz Endler June 18, 1993

BOSTON GLOBE

”The first sound of the Taipei Philbarmonic in Boston Symphony Hall was
electrifying” - Richard Dyer. October 10, 1990

VANCOUVER SUN

”Mazer and his musicians are totally committed, Mazer deserves special credit for
his ensembles wonderful sound; a rich, romantic singing that was intensified by
the acoustic of UBCs hall.” - Michael Scott July 21, 1990
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