YIU KWONG CHUNG

THE LEGEND OF MAZU

for Glove Puppetry and Symphony Orchestra

CONDUCTOR SCORE
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PROGRAM NOTES

Commissioned by the Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra in 2023, The Legend of Mazu is an orchestral composition that depicts the
legendary stories of Mazu (Lin Moniang), who possesses the ability to exorcise demons, predict the weather, and rescue
victims of maritime disasters. The composition consists of three movements, each portraying a different story, showcasing the
miraculous abilities of Mazu and her compassionate protection towards humanity. The composition is comprised of three
sections.

Section 1: This movement depicts the arrival of the fishing season, with fishermen preparing their equipment to set sail for
fishing.

Section 2: In this movement, the fishermen venture out to sea for their catch but encounter treacherous storms and attacks
from water demons. Mazu engages in an intense battle against the Water Demon King and the Turtle King. Mazu ultimately
demonstrates her power to ward off evil and defeat the water demon, successfully rescuing the fishermen from disaster. This
section of the music is tense and exhilarating as if leading the audience to experience danger and victory alongside Mazu.

Section 3: This movement portrays the people’s widespread worship and welcoming of Mazu by the people. The belief in
Mazu has become the most common folk belief in Taiwan, with temples dedicated to her throughout the country. The grand
Mazu Procession occurs every year on the 23rd day of the third lunar month, which is Mazu's birthday. This section is filled
with a joyous and festive atmosphere, with resounding gongs and Beiguan drumes. It represents a lively chapter of music
associated with the Mazu Procession in the traditional Taiwanese "Beiguan."
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DURATION: ca. 12 minutes



INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2" doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
1 Bassoon
Contrabassoon

4 Hornsin F
2 Trumpetsin C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1 (One Player)

4 Tom-toms, J6&/\NVESY » JEE HE ST » Crash Cymbals
Percussion 2 (One Player)

Snare Drum, JbE&/\#k » Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals

Percussion 3 (One Player)
JEE AR - 759)¥ K5 > Suspended Cymbal

Harp

Strings (at least 1210 8 6 4)



Score

THE LEGEND OF MAZU
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