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1.

On the Incredible Crags of the Great Fable Mountains,

the Goddess Ni-wa was smelting stones to repair the sky.
Each stone was 12 zhan high by 24 zhan square.

And she had made a total of thirty-six thousand, five hundred and one
pieces.

She used all but one, and left it under the Greensickness Peak.
This smelted stone had enchanted with spirit,

could grow, shrink and move about as it pleased.

It saw all other stones were used for heaven repairs

and felt itself was rejected as unworthy.

The shame led it filled the days and nights with sorrow and lamentation.

INTERMEZZO: THE WEEPING STONE

2.

One day; in the midst of its lamenting,

It saw a Buddhist and a Taoist approaching,
both with unearthly eccentricities.

When arrived near at the hillside,

they sat down and began to talk.

The stone listened to what the two said

and became yearning the mortal world.

It spit out human words,

begged to be taken to the mortal world.
The Buddhist saw this colorful shining gem
which had shrunk as small as a fan pendent.
He then carved “Enchanted Precious Jade” on it
and put in his sleeve.

Then disappeared with the Taoist.
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3.

On this hot summer and sleepy day,

in a hazy dream,

a Buddhist and a Taoist walking and talking as they went.

“Where do you intend to take that ‘dumb thing’ you are carrying?”

“By the Rock of Rebirth on the banks of the Magic River, there's the
Crimson Pearl Grass,

the Divine Luminescent Attendant took to watering her every day with
sweet dew;

which was immortalized becoming “Fairy Crimson Pear!”

The Divine Luminescent Attendant intended to descend to the human
world, and said:

Let me carry this 'dumb thing' with me and follow it to rebirth.

The Fairy Crimson Pearl also followed and said to herself: T have no
sweet dew to repay him with.

The only way for me to do is to reborn as human with him and shed tears
during the whole of a mortal lifetime.”

Suddenly a great clap of thunder

seemed to shake the earth to its very foundations.

He woke up, only saw the blazing sun,

but no Buddhist nor the Taoist in sight.

4.

Countless eras went by

The Toaist master, Kong Kong went by the Great Fable Mountains.

He saw a large stone and read the inscription in great detail.

And realized that this stone was left from the heaven patching and
transformed.

Then the stone was taken by a Buddhist and a Taoist into the mortal
world.

It reincarnated into Jias Rong Guo mansion in Jinling,

Had experienced joy of meeting and sorrow of parting, the warmth and
chilling of human encounter.

It's an old tale of one's personal accounts.

On the back of the stone was inscribed the following quatrain:

Found unfit to repair the azure sky

Long years a foolish mortal man was I.

My life in both worlds on this stone is writ:

Pray who will copy out and publish it?
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S.SPOKEN PART BY THREE NARRATORS

MASTER KONG KONG

Brother Stone, according to what you yourself seem to imply that this story of
yours was quite intriguing But as far as I can see, it not only lacked a definite
dynasty period for reference upon, and there’ also no respectable statesmanship
or honorable virtue for people to admire. All I can find was several striking
females, their passion or folly, and some with insignificant talent and virtue.
There's nothing compared to the daughters of Ban and Tsai's admirable
virtue. Even if I were to copy all this out, I cannot see that it would make a very

remarkable book.

THE STONE

Come, my master, must you be so obtuse? My story does not beg for people’s
praise and amaze. My only wish is that people could save their life energy, avoid
quarrel and mishaps, and abandon their meaningless pursuits. Such refreshing

tale is also a good company of meal and wine. What does my master say to that?

THE NARRATOR

Master Kong Kong stood for a while pondering this speech, then he took out
a magnifying glass. He had a careful second reading, and found that the
description of daily routines was nothing but admirable praise. He could see that
its main theme was love; that it consisted quite simply of a true record of real
events; and that it was entirely free from any tendency to deprave and corrupt.
It was all trivial events in the Red Chamber of the Jia family, there’s nothing
of epoch significance. He therefore copied it all out from beginning to end and
named it "The Story of the Stone".

6.

Nu-wa's stone-smelting is a tale unfounded.

On such weak fancies our Great Fable's grounded.
Lost now; alack! and gone my heavenly stone!
Transformed to this vile bag of flesh and bone.
For, in misfortune, gold no longer gleams;

And bright jade, when fate frowns, lack-lustre seems.
Heaped charnel-bones none can identify

Were golden girls and boys in days gone by

Truth becomes fiction when the fiction's true;
Real becomes not-real where the unreal's real.
Pages full of idle words

Penned with hot and bitter tears:

All men call the author fool;

None his secret message hears.
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The blossoms fade and falling fill the air,
Offragrance and bright hues bereft and bare.

Floss drifts and flutters round the Maiden's bower,
Or softly strikes against her curtained door.

The Maid, grieved by these signs of spring’s decease,
Seeking some means her sorrow to express,

Has rake in hand into the garden gone,

Before the fallen flowers are trampled on.

Elm-pods and willow-floss are fragrant too;

Why care, Maid, where the fallen flowers blew?
Next year,when peach and plum-tree bloom again,
Which of your sweet companions will remain?
This spring the heartless swallow built his nest
Beneath the eaves of mud with flowers compressed.
Next year the flowers will blossom as before,

But swallow; nest, and Maid will be no more.

Three hundred and three-score the year's full tale:
From swords of frost and from the slaughtering gale
How can the lovely flowers long stay intact,

Or, once loosed, from their drifting fate draw back?
Blooming so stead fast, fallen so hard to find!
Beside the flowers' grave, with sorrowing mind,
The solitary Maid sheds many a tear,

Which on the boughs as bloody drops appear.

At twilight, when the cuckoo sings no more,
The Maiden with her rake goes in at door.
And lays her down between the lamplit walls,
While a chill rain against the window falls.

I know not why my heart's so strangely sad,
Half grieving for the spring and yet half glad:
Glad that it came, grieved it so soon was spent.

So soft it came, so silently it went!

Last night, outside, a mournful sound was heard:
The spirits of the flowers and of the bird.

But neither bird nor flowers would long delay,
Bird lacking speech, and flowers too shy to stay.
And then I wished that I had wings to fly

Across the sky to the world's farthest end.
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Across the sky to the world's farthest end,
The flowers' last fragrant resting-place to find.

But better their remains in silk to lay

And bury underneath the wholesome clay,
Pure substances the pure earth to enrich,

Than leave to soak and stink in some foul ditch.
Can 1, that these flowers' obsequies attend,
Divine how soon or late my life will end?

Let others laugh flower-burial to see:

Another year who will be burying me?

As petals drop and spring begins to fail,
The bloom of youth, too, sickens and turns pale.
One day, when spring has gone and youth has fled.

The Maiden and the flowers will both be dead.
(Revised Copy by Ju-Chang Chou)

IV. THE GRAND FUNERAL
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Qin Ke-ging posthumously acquires the status of a Noble Dame.
A phony title with a price of 1200 taels of silver

A coffin made with rare wood that worth 1000 taels of silver.
Four princes and eight lordships all came to pay respect.

The funeral fleet consisted of more than 110 carriages.

Roadside alters and street entertainment stretches 3 to 4 miles long,

Father in law Jia Zheng walked impeded with a cane.
Personally arranged the funeral with great extravagance.
Broke the common law and practices,

destroyed the foundation of the family.

Unspeakable! Unspeakable!

Amitabha

In the Ascension Pavilion of the All-scents Garden,

the lying in state was forty-nine days.

In the main hall,

108 Buddhist monks were chanting Great Compassion Repentance.
In Celestial Fragrance Pavilion, there were 99 Taoist priests

set up alter to perform ceremonies of purification and absolution.
And at the All-scents Garden in front of the coffin,
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50 high ranking Buddhists and Taoists,

took turns in chanting and intoning on every seventh day.

On the Thirty-ffth day of the cycle of seven times seven days preceding
the funeral.

The monks had opened up a way for the imprisoned souls

and had shone the light for the souls in darkness.

Confronted Yama, the Judge of the Dead and seized the demon torturers.
Pleaded to the Savior King to raise up a golden bridge

and raised the flags to lead the passing souls.

The Taoists were on their knees offering up a written petition

to the Three Pure Ones and calling on the Jade Emperor.

Zen monks were burning incense,

scattering offerings to the hungry ghosts

and performing the great Penitential.

13 monks and nuns,

attired in scarlet slippers and embroidered copes,

sat before the spirit tablet quietly chanting the Dharani to assist the soul

going into the underworld.

The gate of the All-scents Garden flung wide open.

The lanterns in front of the Ning Guo Mansion turned the night into
noonday.

The street was thronged with family mourners in white.

People on visits of condolence was milling in and out.

And the mandarins in their colorful official robes were to and fro all day
long,

Booths for musicians were erected on either side and played at fixed

times.

Symbols of rank, swords and axes were lined up.

White-robed servants stood on either side.

Lady Feng strolled slowly to the front of the alter.

Her tears went down like a broken pearl necklace.

Once seen the cofhn, she broke down and cried uncontrollably.

A strike of the gong, was followed by the mournful strains of a funeral
band.

All the men and women responded by breaking into howling cry.

The lamentation in the mansion would make the mountains tremble.

At the night vigil,

there're two theater companies and a variety of entertainment,
while the mansion was crowded with friends and relations.
Throughout the night, the mansion was ablaze with lights.

There was a constant bustle of guests being welcomed or seen off.
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All the liveliness and excitement persisted

until the dawning of the day.

It the auspicious hour!

Offer incense! Offer wine! Offer flowers! Offer fruits!

Its the auspicious hour!

64 green-coated bearers arrived for the cofhin.

The costumes, insignia, and funeral trappings were all glitteringly new,
having been specially made for the occasion.

Members in the procession were in order of seniority:

marquises, earls, viscounts, barons and so on downwards

And also members of royal family were countless.

The palanquins and carriages were at least a hundred and ten.

The innumerable bearers of insignia plus a variety of entertainment,
formed a procession altogether for 3 to 4 miles long,

Along the sides of the street were decorated funeral bowers and tables of
offerings.

From some of them the strains of funeral music struck up were by friends
and well-wishers of the family.

When the grand funeral procession of the Ning passed by,

the sound of drums and cymbals was heard,

people carrying banners and umbrellas were in sight.

It was advancing from the north end of the street like a great river,

or a great silver mountain crushing the earth as it moved.

The weakness in the line began with Jing

The blame for the decline lay first in Ning

Say not our troubles all from Rong’s side came;
For their beginning Ning must take the blame.
Love was her sea, her sky; in such excess

Love, meeting with its like, breeds wantonness.
Her sportive heart and amorous looks

The ruin of a mighty house portended.

Seas of pain and skies of passion

But retribution all was of Love's fashioning.
From painted beams where springtime ended.
Perfumed was the dust that fell.

Calling the spirit from the high tower.

May the Spirit rest in peace.

May the spirit rest in peace.
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1.

THE CROWD

At Dawn, knocked on the rich cousin’s door,
The rich cousin sighed his own poor.

Though not giving thousand gold,

Such generosity was beyond one's own blood.
When complacent was easy to give.

The deep grace was above one’s kin.

THE CROWD

Granny Liu, be careful of the slippery moss.

GRANNY LIU
It's all right, T am alright.
Take care your embroidered shoes, don't get them muddy.

It serves me right, I shouldn't have spoken so soon!

2.SONG OF THE GRANNY LIU

GRANNY LIU

I, Granny Liu, empty handed came to Rong Mansion last time.
Thanks to Buddha’s blessing, got 20 taels of silver.

People said: ‘A starved dead camel is bigger than a horse”
Ahair plugged from the Rong’s is thicker than my waist.

This time I bring two sacks of jujubes, melons and some farm produce.

Come to visit the old ladyship and the ladies.

Thanks to Buddha's blessing,

Madam Jia let me stay in Da Guan Garden for a few days.
I've seen and heard and eaten and drunk more things,
than I ever dreamed of.

They say that great families live in great houses.
Yesterday, I saw the old ladyship's big mansion,

Equipped with great chests, cupboards, tables, beds.

The size of everything took my breath away.

Today, I got yet another 108 taels of silver.

When I go back, I will burn incense and chant Amitabha everyday,
Bless them to live long and prosper.

Amitabha

BANER
Amitabha
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3. DRESSING UP GRANNY LIU
BANER
Wow; such pretty flowers!

Granny, I want the flowers!

THE CROWD

Granny, no worries, he is just a boy.

GRANNY LIU
Amitabha

The flowers in the garden grown so well.

THE CROWD

Granny, let's dress you up.

GRANNY LIU

Amitabha

I must have done something good to deserve such handsome look.

I loved to have a bit of powder for my cheek and a flower to wear in my
hair.

Today I'will just let go and be a glamorous old vamp.

4. LET'S EAT
THE CROWD

Granny, Madam Jia said it's time to dine.

GRANNY LIU

Amitabha

A pair of tongs?

These are heavier than one of our iron shovels.

How could I manage with these?

THE CROWD

Please enjoy!

GRANNY LIU
I, Granny Liu, with a stomach big like a cow’s.

I will eat non stop like a sow.

THE CROWD
Granny Liu, these pigeon eggs, they cost one silver tael apiece.

Come and have a taste!
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GRANNY LIU

Even the hens here are exquisite, with such little eggs thay lay.

Let me pick one up and taste it.

Amitabha

That's a tael of silver gone, not even a clink was heard.

THE CROWD

Let's replace those chopsticks with a silver embed ebony pair for her.

GRANNY LIU
Out goes gold and in comes silver!

I'd rather use my disposable chopsticks.

S. THE DRINKING GAME

THE CROWD

Let's play a drinking game to have more fun.
The rules of game is as the orders in military,

whoever violated will be punished.

GRANNY LIU

Don't play trick on me, I am going home.

THE CROWD

No, granny don't go, please come have a seat.

GRANNY LIU

Please have mercy!

THE CROWD
Granny, it's your turn to play

GRANNY LIU
We peasants also play this when we are free from chores.

I don't mind having a try.

THE CROWD

It's easy, you just speak, no worries.
A pair of fours on the left, the Man.

GRANNY LIU
Isit a farmer?

Don't laugh at me, this is how we peasant born to be.
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THE CROWD

Green three, red four, contrasting colors.

GRANNY LIU
The fire burns up the caterpillars.

THE CROWD
Red four on the right and the ace is red.

GRANNY LIU
Aturnip and a garlic-head.

THE CROWD

Set them together and a flower show.

GRANNY LIU

This flower will to a pumpkin grow.

6.ASET OF TEN CUPS

GRANNY LIU

To be truthful, I'm but a clumsy body and having drink so much.
I'm scared of breaking this porcelain cup.

Give me a wooden one, if I dropped it, it wouldn't matter.

THE CROWD
The wooden cups are a set of ten,

You'll have to drink out of every one in the set.

GRANNY LIU
Bring them out first!

THE CROWD

Let's make granny drink all ten cups.

GRANNY LIU
Please don't make me
Amitabha!

I'll just drink from the smallest one.

THE CROWD

Granny, no matter big or small, you have to drink them all.

GRANNY LIU
I couldn't, my dear ladyship, please don't make me.

I can take the largest one home with me and drink it up by degrees.
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BANER
Amitabha!
Granny, you just drink out of this cup

asyou do at home.

THE CROWD
Drink it slowly, don't get choked.

7. THE DRIED AUBERGINE
THE CROWD

Granny, please try our dried aubergine.

GRANNY LIU
Don't trick me. No aubergine ever had a flavor like that.
Ifit did,

we'd grow nothing but aubergine.

THE CROWD

This time no trick, it really is aubergine.

GRANNY LIU
Really?
Dear ladyship, let me try one more bite.

This time I'll chew it more carefully.

There's a hint of aubergine flavor but I am not convinced that it is.

Tell me the recipe, so that I can make it myself.

THE CROWD
It's not that hard, all you need is cooked with ten chicken.

GRANNY LIU
Oh my Buddha!
That's ten chicken gone into the making of it.

No wonder it tastes so good.

8. THE DRUNKEN GRANNY
THE CROWD

Not enough? Have another cup, then.

GRANNY LIU

No, I'had enough, more would be death for me!
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THE CROWD
Bottoms up! Bottoms up!

Bottoms up! Bottoms up!

BANER
Amitabha!

Granny is drunk, she can't drink no more.

GRANNY LIU
[am notdrunk ...

One more, two more, three more thousand cups, I won't be drunk.

BANER
Granny, wake up!

The old ladyship is taking you to tour Da Guan Garden.

Granny, wake up!

The old ladyship is taking you to tour Da Guan Garden.

GRANNY LIU
What? Touring Da Guan Garden?

THE CROWD
Yes, let's go touring Da Guan Garden.

GRANNY LIU
Wonderful! I was just thinking to go and have alook.

THE CROWD
Let's go touring Da Guan Garden!

VI: DREAM OF THE RED CHAMBER
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L.

Shout hip hurrah for the Jinling Jia.

They weigh their gold out by the jar.

The Ah-bang Palace scrapes the sky,

But it could not house the Jinling Lord.

The King of the Eastern Sea goes along,

When hes short of gold beds, to the King of Jinling.
The Jinling snow stacked as their pay,
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To count their money would take all day...

The four families of relatives and in-laws:

The families of Jia Bao-yu and old Lady Jia.

The families of Wang Xi-feng and Xue Bao-chai.

The ups and downs of the four major families in Jinling,
Jia Bao-yu, Lin Dai-yu and Xue Bao-chai,

The marriage and love affairs among the three

become this wealth grieving and love suffering “Dream of Red Chamber”.

2.

The Divine Luminescent Attendant wished to become a mortal,
reincarnated and born with a jade in mouth as Jia Bao-yu.
The Fairy Crimson Pearl wished to repaid with tears,
transformed and became Lin Dai-yu.

If each for the other one was not intended,

Then why in this life did they meet again?

And yet if fate had meant them for each other,

Why was their earthly meeting all in vain?

Invain were all her sighs and tears,

In vain were all his anxious fears.

As the moon mirrored in the water

Or flowers reflected in a mirror.

Row many tears from those poor eyes could flow,

Which every season rained upon her woe?

The reflections of moon and flowers,

much tears had shed

from spring to summer, autumn till winter.

3.

GRANNY LIU

One was a pattern of female virtue,

One a wit who made other wits seem slow.
The jade belt in the greenwood hangs,

The gold pin is buried beneath the snow.

CHORUS

Don't bother admiring their golden marriage and pristine love.
It came like a dream in Spring and went like smoke.

People praised that the marriage of Bao-chai and Bao-yu

was the rite of gold and jade;

But Bao-yu only treasured

the bond of old by stone and flower made;

And while my vacant eyes behold
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Crystalline snows of beauty pure and cold,

From my mind can not be banished

that fairy wood forlorn that from the world has vanished.
How true I find

that every good some imperfection bolds!

Even a wife so courteous and so kind

No comfort brings to my afflicted mind.

4.

This phoenix in a bad time came;

All praised her great ability.

Wang Xi-feng

Too canny got her own canny caught.

Too shrewd by half, with such finesse you wrought
That your own life in your own toils was caught;

Single pillar was too fragile to hold the Rong Guo mansion.
Like a great building’s tottering crash,

Like flickering lamp wick burned to ash,

Your scene of happiness concludes in grief.

For worldly bliss is always insecure and brief.

Fallen the great house once so secure in wealth,

Each scattered member shifting for himself;

Men and women in the Red Chamber scattered,
whatever prosperous were in vain.

Like birds who, having fed, to the woods repair,

They leave the landscape desolate and bare.

Afterall, the Red Chamber of the Jia family was a dream.
This phoenix in a bad time came;

All praised her great ability.

S.SPOKEN PART BY THREE NARRATORS

THE NARRATOR

Shi-yin went to receive Shan-lin's soul across the threshold of death and to escort
her to the Land of Illusion. Again, he saw the Buddhist and the Taoist drifting
towards him. That Stone was first brought by the Buddhist Impervioso and the
Taoist Mysterioso into the world. Now that its destiny is fulfilled, it is they who
will take it back once more to its place of origin. He then approached them and
asked: "Mahaisattva! lluminate! My felicitations! Is the love karma fulfilled?

Have all those souls involved been duly returned and entered in the registers?”
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THE BUDDHIST

The Stone that has been to that poetical, cultivated, aristocratic, elegant,
delectable, luxurious, opulent place. But the karma is not yet complete, that
dumb thing” has already returned. We would bring it to the foot of Greensickness
Peak, put that "Bao-yu” in the very place where Nii-wa had once smelted her
fiery stones to repair the sky. Record the last installment of its story. Then its little

trip into the world will not have been in vain.

THE NARRATOR

Shi-yin heard and clasped his hands in salutation and took his leave.

The Buddhist and the Taoist continued on their way bearing the jade to the foot
of Greensickness Peak. And each drifted off on his way.

THE TAOIST

How fascinating! Bao-yu has descended into the world to experience the trials of
this human life. For these past nineteen years he has been doted on in vain by his
poor grandmother! Now they would go together to the Land of Illusion to sign
off. On Greensickness Peak, I dwell; In the Cosmic Void, I roam. Who will pass
over, who will go with me, the supremely ineffable Vastly mysterious Wilderness

To which I return! Let's part company here and each go about his own business.

6.

Mean hovels and abandoned halls

Where courtiers once paid daily calls:

Bleak haunts where weeds and willows scarcely thrive
Were once with mirth and revelry alive.

Who yesterday her lord's bones laid in clay,

On silken bridal-bed shall lie today.

Cofters with gold and silver filled:

Now, in a trice, a tramp by all reviled.

One at some other’s short life gives a sigh,

Not knowing that he, too, goes home- to die!

The judge whose hat is too small for his head

Wears, in the end, a convict's cangue instead.

Who shivering once in rags bemoaned his fate,
Today find fault with scarlet robes of state.

In such commotion does the world's theatre rage:

As each one leaves, another takes the stage.

Each in the end must call a strange land home.

All nonsense!

Each of us sews a wedding-gown for another bride to wear.
An otherworldly tome recounts an otherworldly tale,
As Man and Stone become once more a single whole.

When grief for fiction’s idle words
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More real than human life appears,
Reflect that life itself's a dream

And do not mock the reader's tears.

WON-DONE SONG

For in all the affairs of this world

what is won is done, and what is done is won

For whoever has not yet done has not yet won,
and in order to have won, one must first have done.
Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with ambition won't have done, have done.
Where are the famous ones of days gone by?

In grassy graves they lie now, every one.

Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with their riches won't have done, have done.
Each day they grumble they've not made enough,
When they've enough, it's goodnight everyone.
Men all know salvation should be won,

But with their loving wives they won't have done.
The darlings every day protest their love;

But once you're dead, they're oft with another one.
Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with their children won't have done, have done.
Yet though of parents fond there is no lack,

Of grateful children saw I never a one.

Of grateful children saw I never a one.

BERF | IR E T BT A . GRS ) SEERA - X5 imiE e
English Translation: Based on “The Story of the Stone” by David Hawkes and John Minford, edited by Wan-Ling Tsai
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