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Conductor/William Dehning

William Dehning is Chairman of Choral and Sacred Music at the University of Southern
California Thornton School of Music, where he conducts the USC Chamber Choir and
teaches choral conducting in a department of 15 resident graduate students. For twenty
years prior to his appointment to USC, Dehning was Director of Choirs at the University of
the Pacific, where he was recipient of the university’s Distinguished Professor Award and its
Commencement speaker in 1991, and where he was recently honored by the alumni for his
years of service.

Concurrent with his academic work, Dehning was for ten years the founder-conductor of the
California Choral Company, a chamber chorus of professional calibre whose performance
was one of the highlights of the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) national
convention in 1991.

He has lectured at Munich’s Hochschule flir Musik and appears on occasion as a guest
conductor and clinician both in the U.S. and abroad. In addition to appearances with
professional choruses in Korea—including the National Chorus and the Bucheon City Cho-
rus—past seasons have also included work as guest conductor of the Karlovy Vary Sym-
phony in the Czech Republic. He has appeared at divisional and national conventions of
ACDA eleven times over the years, conducting ensembles from three different institutions,
and he was awarded the Judges’ Conducting Prize by a panel of ten judges at the 1999
International Choral Competition in Bulgaria. He is the author of the recently published
book, Chorus Confidential, and in 2003 the Thornton School awarded him the first annual
Dean’s Faculty Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Dehning has attained an enviable reputation as one of the more clear, evocative, versatile,
and musical of today’s choral conductors, as well as a master teacher. He is known on
three continents for the profound sense of balance and integrity he brings to the craft, the
student and the musical score.
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USC THORNTON CHAMBER CHOIR

Since its inception by Charles Hirt over a half-century ago, the USC Thornton
Chamber Choir has been considered a model of its kind in terms of choral perfor-
mance and repertoire and it continues to be considered one of the finer collegiate
ensembles in the world. In 1994 they were among five choruses worldwide
selected to perform at the biennial World Choral Festival in Seoul, and they per-
formed at the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Western Division
Conventions in 1996, 2000 and 2004, as well as at ACDA National Conventions in
1997 and 2001, where they received standing ovations. They have been invited to
the national convention again in 2005.

In 1997, the ensemble toured Poland under the auspices of the Chopin Academy
in Warsaw. They took part in the 1999 International Choral Competition in Varna,
Bulgaria, where they won First Prize in their division as well as the Grand Prize of
the entire competition. In 2002, they entered the Florilege Vocal de Tours in
France, where they competed against over 25 choirs from around the world.
There they won four prizes: Best Performance of a Renaissance Work; First
Prize in the Free Category; First Prize in the Mixed Ensemble category, and the
Grand Prize.

In addition to its own concert and touring schedule, the ensemble has appeared
on numerous occasions with the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra and the Los

Angeles Philharmonic, conducted by Helmuth Rilling and Esa-Pekka Salonen.
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Soprano % & &
Joy Chen

Carin Gilfry
Alexandera Lang
Alto & € &
Erin Colwitz
Ebony Cunnungham
Daniel Roihl

Tenor % & #
Matthew Brown
Timothy Gonzales
Joseph Paguio

Bass % ff #&
Anthony Casado
Ariel Quintana
Paul Sobosky

Hilary Fraser-Thomson
Anastasia Glasheen
Lindsey Mclennan

Karen Cooksey
Amy Hunn
Deborah Rosengaus

Chris Delp
T. J. Harper
John St. Marie

Marcus Feldman
Kevin Simpson
Mark Trigg




