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Lucnica
The Slovak National Folklore Ballet

Lucnica is a real gem in Slovak national cultural treasure, showing the variety and beauty of
Slovak folklore. The artistic work of this prestigious cultural institution has always drawn its
inspiration from the folk heritage rich in dances, songs, music, and fine art. Lucnica has
become one of the most prominent representatives of Slovak national traditions, as a matter of
fact, it has become part of our classic cultural heritage. Luc¢nica is a vivid link with the past in
the artistic sense and between generations as well. More than fifty years of existance of the
ensemble is a proof not only of its high quality masterpieces but also of its educational and
pedagogic achievements, which are its major attributes.

The ensemble Lucnica was not established by some state authorities. Its origin was quite
spontaneous. In the year 1948 two groups of enthusiastic young people decided to work
together and so gave birth and a name to the future great, monolithic dance and music and
song ensemble. Later on, the ensemble built its own orchestra, to a great part thanks to the
iniciative of choreographer Stefan Nosal’, the art director of the dance ensemble since 1949.
The ensemble was given the name Lucnica in March 1950. In May 1953, considering the
artistic achievement of Lucnica, the state representatives decides to appoint professional
leadership to the ensemble. The outstanding creative work of these ensemble, as well as their
growing popularity, resulted in adopting Luc¢nica under the Ministry of Culture in 1969.

During the nearly 60 years of the ensemble’s existence, Lucnica has gained appreciation not
only for itself but also for Slovakia (Czechoslovakia). It has been one of the pioneers
representing of the country and culture abroud, and has been the Slovak ambassador at
international youth festivals and artistic competitions. In 1956 Lucnica went to South
America on the longest. tour in its history (lasting six months), in 1973 there was a tour to
Japan during EXPO "70, the first tour to the USA and Canada was in 1976, and there were
more than 60 other tours in Europe, Asia, Africa, America and Australia.

The artistic development of the ensemble went through several phases which resulted in new
stage presentations and dance forms. Great contributions were made by two main composers,
Tibor Andrasovan and, most of all, Svetozar StraCina. But, above all, there was the creative
work of the artistic director and choreographer Stefan Nosal, whose compositional
manuscript has been forming the artistic expression of the ensemble. The result is a sensitive
harmony of music and motion. And, of course, the creative team would not be complete, if we
did not mention the precise work of Sarlota Ki§ova and Dagmar Roha¢ova (the stage settings
and the selection and design of costumes).

The Lucnica ensemble is firmly connected with the personality of its artistic director and
choreographer, Prof. Stefan Nosal’. His artistic geniality and unique invention left ail imprint
on the ensemble. He created over a hundred chioreographies. The summary of his
masterpieces is broad and unforgettable.

Stefan Nosal is a professor of choreography at the University of Arts in Bratislava. The total
number of his graduates is about thirty. He cooperated with many artistic ensembles,
including the Slovak National Theatre, SCUK, Dukla-Ukrainian National Ensemble, the
National Theatre in Prague, the Czechoslovak State Ensemble of Songs and Dances, and state
television and film. Abroad he worked for the Royal Opera in Antwerp, the International
Dance Theatre in Amsterdam, the state ensemble in Tunisia, ZOK in Moldavia, the
Tamburitza in Pittsburgh, USA, and the Music Hall in St. Petersburg.



It is very difficult to summarize his mastery and contribution to the Slovak dance art in a few
word. With his originality and invention, live created a very unique style performed by
Lu¢nica all around the world.
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Prof. Stefan Nosal
Artistic director and choreogapher of Lucnica

1949  soloist in ensemble Lucnica

1951  director and choreographer of dance ensemble
1957 graduated on University of museic arts

1968 educationist on University of museic arts
1972-92head of Department of dance creation

1980 professor on Universiy of museic arts

1984 publicated textbook Choreography of folk dance
2000 publicated autobiography My Life - Lu¢nica

1975 - 2005 author of programs of Lu¢nica
Welcome our spring — 1975

Play and work — 1978

Wayfaring after song — 1981

Song and work — 1983

That is La¢nica — 1988

Elan and Luénica — 1994-96

Carpaths — 1995

Laénica and her children — 1996, 2002, 2004
Luaénica on Krizikova fountain (Prague) — 1996-97
50 years of beauty — 1998

Song and play — 2001

55. anniversary — 2003

Game and wedding - 2005

More then 55 years leads and forms Luc¢nica, which an unique phenomenon. He
have created more than hundred choreographical works. Creation in film and
television.

,»1 am glad, that I was born in this land and inherited great cleric wealth of its people. Many
years of my life I spent in constant discovering and creating of beauty, not only that eyes
perceive, but also that adorns spirit. Generations of young people in Luc¢nica helped me with
that. They filled also themselves with this beauty and they were spilling it generously to our
people at home and to people all over the world.*



