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In Midstream, for Heptatonic Zheng, is a work that takes the Zheng
from being a pentatonic instrument, into the realm of diatonic and harmonic
possibility. The work has two contrasting moods:

- A flowing or singing mood, utilizing repeated figures to accompany the
melody - the ‘stream’ as it were;
- a contemplative mood, quieter, beautiful, thoughtful, something ‘in the

midst’ of the stream.

Composing for the Heptatonic Zheng, while allowing for increased
harmonic possibilities, poses the challenge of not making it sound too
much like the Western Orchestral Harp. Thus many of the Zheng's unique
resources are utilized, such as: bending of strings to connect notes, one
note tremolos, vibratos, and other nuances not part of the vocabulary
of the Western Harp. Originally composed in 2010 for a rare 27 string
Zheng, but never premiered on that instrument, the present realization
compromises nothing of the original. | am grateful to Hsieh Dai-Lin, for
her willingness to give the composition its world premiere, and for her
meticulous work and kind collaboration.

- quhe Denburg
Vancbg\;er, AUgust 2016.
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