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1storically, there have been two “Very Temple” (known as VT)

and they emerged in 1997 and 1in 2006. The 1997 VT was an artist
collective formed by Yao Jui-Chung, Chen Wen-Chi, and other
artists. The 2006 VT was an art space founded by seven artists
and a curator, including Chen Wen-Chi, Yao Jui-Chung, Tu Wei-
Cheng, Chen Chun-Hao, Wu Dar-kuen, Su Hui-Yu, Isa Ho,

and Sean C.S. Hu (curator). The former was known for its flexible, guerilla-like

approach to organizing exhibitions, which allowed artists to publish their creative
work while spurring the productive chain of the art scene. The latter interpreted
and revitalized art spaces through more diverse approaches, and found an
alternative route for Taiwanese contemporary art. Therefore, we have witnessed
how the V'T members seriously engaged themselves in running a night club and
organizing exhibitions in the space on Yitong Street. Even after they moved to
the space on Xinsheng North Road and assumed a moretraditional role as an art
space, the members still upheld the same belief when starting their new chapter
by transforming VT into one of the art platforms for exchanges and connections
between Taiwan and the rest of the world.

From this brief account of V'I’s development, one can already see that
the real driving force behind V'1T’s evolution has been the sense of oppression
and confusion brought on by the difficulty of survival in the art circle. Artists
hoped to “create an opportunity for their future.” They wanted to free
themselves from restrictions, and even to create a new world for themselves so
that their artistic careers could continue. Actions and strategies made under
the belief of “I’ll survive” were undoubtedly romantic. “Because art has been
our faith” was what one of the VT founders, Yao Jui-Chung, once stated when
talking about their zeal in creating their “Temple” of art. Therefore, I believe
that the driving force that has fueled V'I’s progress for the past twenty years

will continue to push VT forward in the next two decades.




~ PREFACE

Did you think I'd crumble
Did you think 1'd lay down and die
0h no, not |

A NOTE WRITTEN RIGHT BEFORE THE

NEXT TWO DECADES OF VERY TEMPLE 1 I Will S”ryive

0h as long as | know how to love
, [ know 111 stay alive
SEE ['ve got all my life to live
['ve got all my love to give
And 111 survive
[ will survive

— [ Will Survive




