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Sound Geography V

The publication of Sound Geography series is meant to establish a

“voice-drawing database” through gradual accumulations. This creative

project currently covers several cities: Yamaguchi (Japan), Kaohsiung and
Hengchun (Taiwan). The sample cities in progress--Tainan (Taiwan),
Davao (Philippines), Kota Kinabalu (Malaysia), Sydney (Australia)and
Tokyo (Japan)—since 2015 are duc to be finished by 2017. The project is

expected to proceed continuously in the future.

What would voices look like? When the “body” is developed into an
auditory organ perceiving numerous voices and sounds, the “visualization
of hearing” is made possible through the connection, transformation,
and representation of verbal accounts, interviews, image freezing and
abstract/concrete sketch lines. By collecting related data and sound
materials recounting stories of local people, things and happenings, Sound
Geography records/databases the plenitude of culture in each local area,
and studies the empirical connections between “hearing and sight.” At the
same time, it aspires to leave illustrative samples gathered from different

cities and areas.
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Sandbank, Anglers, Saltern &
Provincial Highway No.17

I traveled across the north coast like Tamsui, Sanzhi, Shimen, Jinshan, and
Wanli in the summer of 2014. It was warm and less rainy like summertime
during the autumn and winter at the end of 2016 in Tainan. In addition
to the aged-old folk religion and rich cultural heritage, Tainan has wetland
environment with diverse biology, unique geological landscapes such as
lagoon and sandbank, as well as aquaculture industry. Now that I would
go to Howl Space with Sound Geography project and derivative exhibition
this time, I decided to traverse Taiwan Provincial Highway No.17 along
the southwest coast to observe and take samples of geography, landscape,

traditional industries, culture and customs, folklores and legends.

“November, Hsin-An”, the derivative exhibition of Sound Geography,
showcased “Sound Geography: three samples from the investigation along
the coast of Tainan” with pigments made of oyster shells, written texts,
object display, images, and installations. First of all, one proverb was
discovered from the review of literature: “Chen in Kunshen, Tsai in Sishu,
Tu in Wanli, and Su in Baishalun”, from which we may learned about
the distribution of various major clans accordingly. Despite the change in
time and the influx/efflux of population, clusters of major family names
in the local villages can still be detected. Two essays Fishing at Anping and
Grass Shrimp and Grouper were presented as well. “General Zhenhai”, an
artwork created on site, also presented a “scenario” with wall paintings,
written records, objects, and installations to capture the anecdote known
to the locals and the personal account from the visit. “Column_the Coast

area of Tainan” collected sections of sound patterns from the places along
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the coast starting from Keliao, Beimen, Mashagou, Qingkunshen, and
Cigu in the north to Luermen, Sihcao, Anping, Yuguang Island as well
as Baishalun and Cieding within the former Kaohsiung County border
in the south. Through sequencing the sections of sound wave patterns, it
was transformed into a 3D piece to demonstrate the soundscape from the
north to the south along the coast. “Reincarnated Stone” was made of the
discarded Styrofoam found at the shore, which was excavated and carved
like ores, so that it may, apart from deserted onshore, transform and be

reborn organically after the loss of its original function.

After the exhibition at Howl Space, I had already traveled to and fro the
Provincial Highway No.17 several times in 2017. T could still recall that
after Chinese New Year, Kenji, Chiaxuan and I went to Yanshuei to see
Fengpao (bechive crackers). The sea breeze and the salty taste on the road to
sunset and the westernmost land in the afternoon are things hard to forget.
On both sides of the fractured road, there were endless wetlands and salt
fields under the soul-melting heat. Amidst the bamboo sheds and oyster
racks on the lagoon, a motor buso traversed back and forth. A gust of wind
brought forth ripples and refreshing sounds of water waves. As time went
by, many things and landscapes had changed permanently even though it
was less than one year. While chatting with the lady of a betel nut stand
abour the mound that used to be an aquafarm and the whereabouts of a
small temple, I had feeling that “nothing in the world remains unchanged;

the prosperity at present/in reality may become ruins in the days to come”.
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