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HOFESH SHECHTER COMPANY PRESENTS

GRAND FINALE

CHOREOGRAPHY & MUSIC BY HOFESH SHECHTER
PERFORMED BY HOFESH SHECHTER COMPANY

Internationally celebrated choreographer Hofesh
Shechter’s latest work, Grand Finale, is a
spectacularly bold and ambitious new piece featuring
10 dancers and a live band of musicians.

Grand Finale is at once comic, bleak and beautiful,
evoking a world at odds with itself, full of anarchic
energy and violent comedy. Filtering this irrepressible
spirit, Shechter creates a vision of a world in freefall:
part gig, part dance, part theatre and wholly original.

The company's exceptional ensemble of dancers
comes from 8 different countries. They are Chien-
Ming Chang, Robinson Cassarino, Frédéric Despierre,
Rachel Fallon, Mickael Frappat, Yeji Kim, Kim
Kohlmann, Erion Kruja, Attila Ronai, and Hannah
Shepherd.

Our musicians are James Adams, Chris Allan,
Rebekah Allan, Liam Howarth, Sabio Janiak and

Desmond Neysmith.

Grand Finale premiered at La Villette Paris with
Théatre de la Ville on 14 June 2017.

Choreography & Music by Hofesh Shechter
Set & Costumes designed by Tom Scutt
Lighting designed by Tom Visser

Music Collaborators: Nell Catchpole and
Yaron Engler
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PRESS REVIEW

ABOUT HOFESH

‘The mighty contemporary choreographer - a combination of dance-maker and rock-star, but with film-director
sensibilities.’- The Times

‘One of the British dance scene's hottest properties, the creator of works that are full of raw, visceral energy,
set to blasting percussive scores that he composes himself.'- New York Times

ABOUT GRAND FINALE
Nominated for an Oliver Award 2018 for Best New Dance
Production

‘Grand Finale - an epic fresco of body and emotion ... choreographic fireworks’ La Croix [France]

““Set, music, pounding percussion and dancers” bodies soaring high - the apocalypse of Grand Finale shakes
the compass of tribal dance. A must see’ Le Monde [France]

‘The commitment of the dancers is remarkable - with strength and sensuality. Rarely has the vital urgency of
dance been so evident” Espaces Magnétiques [France]

‘Heart-stopping... Hofesh Shechter’s [Grand Finale] has arrived with a bang’ - Laura Capelle, Financial Times
‘A mature and magnificent work ... sulphurous, visceral and surprisingly tender’ - Neil Norman, The Stage

‘A wild waltz for the end of time ... [Grand Finale] ranks among Shechter’'s most sophisticated creations’ - Judith
Mackrell, The Guardian

‘The ultimate dance macabre [...] Hofesh Shechter’s existential anguish and his often beautiful choreography
fight to the death’ - Luke Jennings, The Observer
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ABOUT THE COMPANY

A boundary-breaking dance company that produces
exceptional work created by Hofesh Shechter, with at
our core a diverse tribe of extraordinary international
dancers.

.
-

Based in the UK, but playing on major stages
throughout the world, our work celebrates and
inspires the freedom of the human spirit.

We believe that dance has the ability to prod and poke
and tap into our deepest emotions; a visceral part of
ourselves that we rarely access in modern life.

We dance to know what it feels like, not just to live, l
o
B

but to be alive. In all our work, we strive to move
ourselves, and our audiences, beyond reason.

Founded in 2008, our repertoire includes Uprising
(2006), In your rooms (2007), The Art of Not Looking
Back (2009), Political Mother (2010), Political
Mother: The Choreographer's Cut (2011), Sun (2013),
Barbarians (2015) and Grand Finale (2017). We have
played in cities around the world including Paris,
New York, Melbourne, Tokyo, Berlin, Tel Aviv, Rome,
Seoul, Rio de Janeiro and many more.
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Choreography & Music

HOFESH SHECHTER

Hofesh Shechter is recognised as one of the
most exciting artists working today, renowned
for composing atmospheric musical scores to
compliment the unique physicality of his movement.
He is Artistic Director of the UK-based Hofesh
Shechter Company, formed in 2008. The company
are resident at Brighton Dome and Shechter is an
Associate Artist of Sadler’s Wells.

His recent works for his company include Uprising,
In your rooms, The Art of Not Looking Back,
Survivor (in collaboration with Antony Gormley at
the Barbican], Sun, Political Mother, and, in 2015,
barbarians.

Shechter has also staged and choreographed works
on leading international dance companies including
the Royal Ballet, Netherlands Dance Theatre 1,
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre, Cedar Lake
Contemporary Ballet, Bern Ballet, Carte Blanche
Dance Company, Candoco and Batsheva Ensemble.

He has choreographed for theatre, television and
opera, notably at the Metropolitan Opera [New
York] for Nico Mulhy’'s Two Boys, the Royal Court on
Motortown and The Arsonists, the National Theatre
on Saint Joan and for the Channel 4 series Skins.
As part of #HOFEST, a 4 week festival celebrating
Shechter’s work across 4 iconic London venues, he
co-directed Gluck's Orphée et Eurydice with John
Fulllames at the Royal Opera House. In 2016 he was
Tony Award nominated for his choreography for the
Broadway revival of Fiddler on the Roof.

Shechter’s latest full evening of work for his
company, Grand Finale, premiered at La Villette with
Théatre de la Ville (Paris) on 14 June 2017.
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SET AND COSTUME DESIGNER

TOM SCUTT

Tom was nominated for a Tony and an Outer Critics’
Circle Best Costume Design Award for King Charles
/1.

Tom is also an Associate Artist for The Donmar
Warehouse and has designed the 2015 and 2016 MTV
Video Music Awards.

Theatre: King Charles 11/ (Almeida/West End/
Broadway); Constellations (Royal Court/West End/
Manhattan Theatre Club); The Deep Blue Sea,
Medea, 13 (Nationall; Jesus Christ Superstar
(Regent’'s Park Open Air Theatre); Elegy, Les
Liaisons Dangereuses (also Broadway), The Weir
(Donmar); A Number (Nuffield/Young Vic); Mr.
Burns, King Lear, Through A Glass Darkly [Almeidal;
East is East (Trafalgar Studios/UK Tour); Hope, The
Ritual Slaughter of Gorge Mastromas, No Quarter,
Remembrance Day (Royal Court); Absent Friends
(West End]; South Downs/The Browning Version
(Chichester/West End]; The Life of Galileo, The
Merchant of Venice (also Almeida) Romeo and Juliet
(RSC); Edward Gant's Amazing Feats of Loneliness,
A Midsummer Night's Dream (Headlong); On Off
(Aarhus Teater Denmark]; The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe (Kensington Gardens).

Opera: Wozzeck (English National Operal; How The
Whale Became (ROHJ; The Flying Dutchman (Scottish
Operal; Rigoletto (OHP).

In 2007, Tom received Linbury Biennial Prize for
Stage Design and the Jocelyn Herbert Award for
his work with Headlong Theatre. In 2013, he then
received the Whatsonstage Award for Best Set
Designer for Constellations and The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe.
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LIGHTING DESIGNER

TOM VISSER

Irish lighting designer Tom Visser joins Shechter’s
team for Grand Finale for their first creative
collaboration. Recent work includes Crystal Pite’s
creation, Flight Pattern, for the Royal Ballet season
16/17. His work with other choreographers includes
for Alexander Ekman, Johan Inger and Joeri Dubbe.

Tom was born to a theatrical family. He began
his career in musical theatre and later turned to
contemporary dance as a member of Nederlands
Dans Theater. He began his career as a lighting
designer in the mid-2000s and has since worked
extensively as a designer for dance, working with
companies including Nederlands Dans Theater,
Royal Swedish Ballet, Compania Nacional de Danza,
Norwegian National Ballet, Ballet Vlaanderen,
Sydney Dance Company, Goteborg Ballet, Hubbard
Street Dance Chicago, Les Ballets de Monte-Carlo
and Balé da Cidade de Sao Paulo.
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MUSIC COLLABORATOR

YARON ENGLER

Yaron Engler is a musician, men’s coach and a
speaker.

After his graduation Summa Cum Laude from
Berklee College of Music, Yaron became involved
in the creation and production of artistic and
educational projects across the US, UK, Spain and
Israel. He is a longtime collaborator with Hofesh
and has played a leading role in producing many of
Hofesh’'s major productions. He was also involved in
the creation of Akram Khan's piece Until The Lions
and he is currently touring with the company.

In recent years Yaron has expended his work beyond
music. He is now coaching Men in the areas of life
purpose and relationships using drumming as part
of his teaching. He offers regular workshops in
London and the programs Men'’s Circle and Me-You-
Us.

Fluent in three languages, Yaron has delivered
workshops, masterclasses and talks in the US, UK,
Spain, Israel, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and
Australia. He was a featured speaker at TEDx Jaffa
in 2012.
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MUSIC COLLABORATOR

NELL CATCHPOLE

Nell studied classical violin and holds an MA in
Social Anthropology. She specialises in exploring
and creating new work and processes across art
forms.

In 1995, she co-founded music theatre company,
The Gogmagogs with theatre director, Lucy Bailey,
who have toured extensively worldwide. Nell has
since composed music for several of Lucy's theatre
productions.

Nell has worked as a creative partner and musical
director with choreographer, Hofesh Shechter
since 2007. In 2015, she co-composed the music for
Untouchable with Hofesh, a new piece commissioned
by the Royal Ballet and Orchestra of the Royal Opera
House.

She has worked extensively with Brian Eno,
arranging and recording strings on his solo albums
as well as with John Cale and U2. Other recording
credits include string arrangements for Mumford
and Sons on their first two albums. In 2012, she
composed/devised the music for the live band in
Kate Tempest's Brand New Ancients which won a
Herald Angel at the 2013 Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

Nell is Course Leader on the Masters in Leadership
Programme at the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama.






EISEF% CREATIVE TEAM

mEEEAEL . RIFE - HT4S  Choreography & Music Hofesh Shechter
BLEARRIESLET BB - BE4S  Set & Costume Designer Tom Scutt
BFHERET - BB -#E  Lighting Designer Tom Visser

BRHFRAEIE . JEf - S =R AERTEE - B4%#) Music Collaborators Nell Catchpole and Yaron Engler
BIEMMHEES - MEH - FHIM  Associate Artistic Director Bruno Guillore

ERETBNIE (2L + BREE ) . B -8 Design Assistant (Set + Costume) Rosie Elnile

& A S PERFORMERS

£ Dancers :

5R%#EAF Chien-Ming Chang, Robinson Cassarino, Frédéric Despierre (Rehearsal Assistant], Rachel Fallon,
Mickael Frappat, Yeji Kim, Kim Kohlmann, Erion Kruja, Attila Ronai, and Hannah Shepherd

B3 Musicians :

James Adams, Chris Allan, Rebekah Allan, Liam Howarth, Sabio Janiak, Desmond Neysmith

£ MUSIC
[FRElE%  RIET - Bm4F  Original Score Hofesh Shechter
BRHARAIME - 1EH - SEFAEETEEE - B4%%)  Music Collaborators Nell Catchpole and Yaron Engler
[RRERERFTEREESS  RIET - HIm4SManse - BA%E) Percussion on Soundtrack Hofesh Shechter with Yaron Engler
clim - R BHRIEHE - Score transcribed by Christopher Allan
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Additional Music: ‘Merry Widow WaltZ by Franz Lehar, as performed by the London Philharmonic Orchestra and by

D

arrangement with Glocken Verlag Limited, Andante Cantabile String Quartet No.1 and Suite No. 4 in G Major by Pyotr
Tchaikovsky and ‘Russian Tune’ by Vladimir Zaldwich

SHEEPX Production Team
Fili#SIE Technical Manager - Matthew Urbanek /1&Y¢3%1ii Re-lighter - Andrej Gubanov

BHIBEE S 4K I8 Assistant Stage Manager - Joanne Woolley /" ZE & #&18 Stage Manager - Leon Smith
I Sound Technician - Guy Coletta / HEASIE Tour Manager - Linda Peterkopa
43R5 BT Physiotherapist - Beate Diakowska
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ding through Arts Council England. ﬂ‘
Hofesh Shechter is an Associate Artist of Sadler’ s Wells and Hofesh Shechter Co paﬂyﬂs ReSIdent Company at Brighton Dome.
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