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POWERCHIP 2023 CLASSIC SERIES

Pursuing advanced technology and outstanding performance
has always been the motto of the Powerchip Group. Having been
dedicated to the development of Taiwan's high-tech industry for
decades, Powerchip spares no efforts in advancing the technology
of semiconductor manufacturing and wafer foundry. With the
same intensity and passion, Powerchip continues to devote
itself to the development of the arts and humanities within the
country. By establishing the Cultural Foundation, the Powerchip
Group seeks to promote public participation in and the
appreciation of the arts through sponsorship of diverse artistic
programs and cultural activities. It is our infent to significantly
increase Taiwan's visibility on the international stage through this
humble gesture while intfroduce refined, world-class culture fo
the society in Taiwan at the same time.

Blooming Arts has always been committed to expanding the
multifaceted landscape of classical music in Taiwan, continuously
enriching audiences with diverse dimensions of musical colors,
reflecting its unique and distinctive taste. The Powerchip Cultural
Foundation has selected four marvelous programs for its autumn
and winter seasons, inviting musicians with diverse styles and origindlity
to perform in Taiwan: First, we have the renowned "Cuarteto
Casals”, known as "the Glory of Spain”, recreating classic sounds
of masterpieces like Bach's "The Art of Fugue”; the elegant and
deeply humanistic tones of Austrian pianist Till Fellner, having his
first visit to Taiwan, has acquired many acclaims from international
medias; The Quatuor Danel, with their insightful interpretation of
Russian composers, will be eagerly anticipated as they perform
Tchaikovsky's classic works; Kyohei Sorita, the 2nd prize winner of
the 2021 Warsaw International Chopin Piano Competition,

will showcase a solid and refined piano arfistry, unveiling a unique
musical expression of Chopin's works to Taiwanese audiences.
Each program in this season also includes various forms of music
education activities, not only upholding Powerchip's long-standing
commitment to promoting arts and education but also delivering
an exqguisite and delightful listening experience to all music
enthusiasts.

Qver the years, the Powerchip Group has always believed that
the vision of integrating technology and humanity is a path
worth pursuing. We are convinced that encouraging great artistic
creation and performances is the key to promoting a social
value that is more sophisticated, inclusive, and enlightened,
making it possible for people to genuinely enjoy beauty and joy
in life. It is our sincere hope that the support and participation of
the Powerchip Cultural Foundation will not only offer the general
public wonderful opportunities for high-qudlity live performances
but alse extend and preserve the best aesthetic legacy of classi-
cal music in the society, which is the indispensable essence of
any fine cultural life. Last but not least, we would like to express
our heartfelt gratitude to all the participating performing artists,
leading sponsors, and co-sponsors faking part in this concert for
their joint efforts in making this event possible, presenting
Taiwan's audiences with such a tremendously rich music feast.

Frank Huang. The Chairman
Powerchip Cultural Foundation
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B# | J. S. Bach

BRI Z il - BWV 1080
The Art of Fugue, BWV 1080

70 2% R AR A Contrapunctus 1

70 E5 SR ARAE Contrapunctus 2

70 28 ZR A A Contrapunctus 3

O£ SR AAR Contrapunctus 4

{21 B AR Contrapunctus 5

{3 REA% Contrapunctus é a 4 in Stylo Franchese

FIBH A Contrapunctus 7 a 4 per Augmentationem et Diminutionem
SEMR Contrapunctus 9 a 4 alla Duodecima

#BiE | J. Haydn

AFGRIZEINES © {Fm20:26

String Qua
B4
BIYE
BoHE
EuE S
B k- B
hiZik 2
BZ%F | Lv.

rtet in A Major, Op. 20 No. 6
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AT ISR Adagio, cantabile

INEFERE : VRIR Minuetto: Allegretto

=S Rk Fuga a tre soggetti. Allegro

Beethoven

CRFASENRZLENESE  {Fm5923
String Quartet No. 9 in C Major, Op. 59 No. 3
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Menuetto. Grazioso
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BZ%Z L. v.Beethoven
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String Quartet No. 9 in C Major, Op. 59 No. 3
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"One couldn't have wished for better advocates than the Cuarteto
Casals, whose warm, full-toned playing was immaculate and poetic

throughout.” - The Independent

“A quartet for the new millennium if I ever heard one” ... wrote
Strad magazine upon hearing Cuarteto Casals for the
first time, shortly after its inception in 1997 af the Escuela
Reina Sofia in Madrid. To celebrate its 20th anniversary
season, Cuarteto Casals has embarked on an especially
ambitious project: a six-concert series of the complete
Beethoven quartets, accompanied by six commissioned
works written by composers of its generation, to be
premiered at Wigmore Hall (London), Konzerthaus
(Vienna), L'Auditori (Barcelona), Auditorio Nacional
(Madrid), Conservatorio Giuseppe Verdi (Turin) and the
String Quartet Biennale Amsterdam. Additionally, the

quartet will perform complete Beethoven cycles in the

Philharmonie (Berlin), Gulbenkian Foundation (Lisbon),
Suntory Hall (Tokyo), Konserthus (Stockholm), Flagey
(Brussels) and Schubertiade (Vilabertran). The quartet's
recordings of the complete Beethoven guartets will be
released by harmonia mundi in three CD boxsets
over the coming seasons, culminating in 2020, the

250th anniversary of the composers birth.

Since winning First Prizes at the London and Brahms-
Hamburg competitions, Cuarteto Casals, which was
founded in 1997 at the Escuela Reina Sofia in Madrid,
has been a continual guest at the world's most
presfigious concert halls including Carnegie Hall,
Philharmonie Berlin, Cité de la Musique Paris,
Konzerthaus and Musikverein in Vienna,
Concertgebouw Amsferdam, and Suntory Hall among

many others. Cuarteto Casals is approaching its



25th anniversary season which it will celebrate with a
recording and series of concerts featuring the complete
‘Art of the Fugue' by Johann Sebastian Bach and
highlights of recent seasons include a cycle of the
complete late Mozart quartets at the Pierre Boulez Saal in
Berlin, John Adams 'Absolute Jest” with the Barcelona
Symphony Orchestra and tours throughout Europe and

North America.

The quartet has compiled a substantial discography with
the Harmonia Mundi label featuring repertoire ranging
from lesser-known Spanish composers Arriaga and Toldré
to Viennese classics Mozart, Haydn, Schubert, and
Brahms, through 20th Century greats Debussy, Ravel and
Zemlinsky, as well as a live Blue-Ray recording of the

complete Schubert quartefts, for Neu Records.

In 2020 Harmonia Mundi released to great critical
acclaim the final instalment of Cuarteto Casals’ three-
volume survey of the complete Beethoven quartets entitled
‘Inventions,’ ‘Revelations,' and 'Apotheosis,’ respectively.
In the following year, the quartet released the second
part of its recording of the six Mozart quartets dedicated
fo Haydn, a performance which Strad magazine described

as ‘a poignant distillation of the music's very essence.’

A prize from the prestigious Burletti-Buitoni Trust in London
enabled the quartet to begin a collection of matching

Baroque and Classical period bows which it uses for works

from Purcell through Schubert, refining its ability fo
distinguish between diverse musical styles. In addition, the
quartet has been profoundly influenced by its work with
living composers, especially Gydérgy Kurtdg, and has
given the world premiere of quartets written by leading
Spanish composers, including a concerto for string
quartet and orchestra by Francisco Coll, premiered with
the Orquesta Nacional de Espana and commissions by
Mauricio Sotelo, Benet Casablancas, Dahoud Salim, Lucio
Amanti, Aureliano Cattaneo and Matan Porat.

In recognition of its unigue confributions to the cultural
life within Catalunya and throughout Spain, Cuarteto
Casals has been acknowledged as cultural ambassadors
by the Generalitat of Catalunya and the Institut Ramon
Liull. Past awards include the Premio Nacional de Musica,
the Premi Nacional de Cultura de Catalunya and the
Premi Ciutat Barcelona; additionally, the quartet has the
privilege of performing regularly on the extraordinary
collection of decorated Sfradivarius instruments at the
Royal Palace in Madrid.

Cuarteto Casals often appears on felevision and radio
throughout Europe and North America, and in addition to
giving much sought-after masterclasses, is quartet in
residence at the Koninklijk Conservaotrium den Haag. the
Scuola di Musica di Fiesole and at the Escola Superior
de Musica de Catalunya in Barcelona, where all four

members reside.
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