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“A quartet for the new millennium if | ever heard one ”---wrote Strad magazine upon
hearing Cuarteto Casals for the first time, shortly after its inception in 1997 at the Escuela
Reina Sofl in Madrid. To celebrate its 20th anniversary season, Cuarteto Casals has
embarked on an especially ambitious project: a six-concert series of the complete
Beethoven quartets, accompanied by six commissioned works written by composers of its
generation, to be premiered at Wigmore Hall (London), Konzerthaus (Vienna),
L'Auditori (Barcelona), Auditorio Nacional (Madrid), Conservatorio Giuseppe Verdi
(Turin) and the String Quartet Biennale Amsterdam. Additionally, the quartet will
perform complete Beethoven cycles in the Philharmonie (Berlin), Gulbenkian Foundation
(Lisbon), Suntory Hall (Tokyo), Konserthus (Stockholm), Flagey (Brussels) and
Schubertiade (Vilabertran). The quartet's recordings of the complete Beethoven quartets
will be released by harmonia mundi in three CD box-sets over the coming seasons,
culminating in 2020, the 250th anniversary of the composers birth.

Since winning First Prizes at London and Brahms-Hamburg competitions, Cuarteto
Casals has been regularly invited to perform on the world's most prestigious stages
including Wigmore Hall, Carnegie Hall, the Berliner Philharmonie, Wiener Konzerthaus,
Kolner Philharmonie, Cité de la Musique Paris, Concertgebouw Amsterdam and the
Schubertiade in Schwarzenberg. The quartet has recorded with harmonia mundi since
2003, recording to date 11 CD’s of repertoire ranging from lesser known Spanish
composers Arriaga and Toldré to Viennese masters Mozart, Haydn, Schubert and Brahms,
through 20th century greats Bartok, Ravel and Ligeti, as well as a live DVD recording of
the Schubert quartets on the Neu Records label.

“A sonic signature entirely its own”, raved the New York Times, describing Cuarteto
Casals’ distinctive range of expression. A prize from the prestigious Burletti-Buitoni
Trust in London enabled the quartet to aquire a collection of matching Baroque and
Classical period bows which it employs for works from Purcell through Schubert,
refining its ability to distinguish between diverse musical styles. In addition, the quartet
has been profoundly influenced by its work with living composers, especially Gyorgy
Kurtag, and has given the world premiere of quartets written by leading Spanish



composers, including a new concerto for string quartet and orchestra by Francisco Coll,
premiered with the Orquesta Nacional de Espaiia.

In recognition of its unique contributions to the cultural life of Catalunya, Cuarteto Casals
has been acknowledged as ambassadors of Catalan culture by the Generalitat of
Catalunya and the Institut Ramon LIlull. Past awards include the Premio Nacional de M
sica, the Premi Nacional de Cultura de Catalunya and the Premi Ciutat Barcelona.
Cuarteto Casals often appears on television and radio throughout Europe and North
America, and in addition to giving much sought-after masterclasses, they are quartet in
residence at the Escola Superior de Musica de Catalunya in Barcelona, where all four
members reside.

F—/NEE it - H5EER 24 Vera Martinez

Was born in Madrid, where she began to study the violin at age five. Upon turning twelve,
she entered the Escuela Superior de Musica Reina Sofia, where she studied with
Professors Serguei Fatkouline and Zakhar Bron, with whom she finished her studies at
the Hochschule fir Musik Koéln. Concurrently, as a member of Cuarteto Casals, she
recieved a special chamber music degree under the tutelage of the Alban Berg Quartet.

A prizewinner at many competitions, Vera won First Prize and Special Prize for
Interpretation of a Classical Work at the Kloster Schéntal competition in 1995 and
Second Prize at the Wieniawsky competition in Poland in 1997. As soloist she has
appeared with various orchestras including the Symphony Orchestras of Palma de
Mallorca, Santo Domingo, and the Chamber Orchestras Andrés Segovia and the Escuela
Superior Reina Sofia, under the batons of conductors including Zubin Mehta, Yehudi
Menuhin, James Judd, Victor Pablo and Antoni Ros Marba In addition, Vera has
performed in the Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen and collaborated in chamber
music concerts with artists such as Gérard Caussé, Harald Schoneweg, Marta Gulyas and
her brother, pianist Claudio Martinez Mehner, with whom she performs duo recitals. She
is also a member of the Ensemble Funktion and regularly plays concerts of new music.

Vera is a founding member of the Cuarteto Casals, formed when she was 18 years old,
and which has subsequently performed in the most important halls throughout Europe,
North America, Latin America and Japan. The quartet records exclusively for the
Harmonia Mundi label, where she can be heard playing first and second violin on



renditions of quartets by Arriaga, Debussy, Zemlinsky, Mozart, Ravel, Toldra, Turina
and Brahms, among others. Vera is currently Professor of Chamber Music and Violin at
the Escola Superior de Mdusica de Catalunya and has previously taught at the
Conservatorio Superior de Mdusica de Aragén and Musikene in San Sebastian. She is
periodically invited to teach masterclasses and serve on chamber music juries in Europe

and North America.

FUNEE FIHE - LT Abel Tomas

Born in Barcelona in 1980, ABEL TOMA S began his musical studies with his father and
the violin with his uncle. Later he was a student of Zakhar Bron and Serguei Fatkouline
at the Escuela Superior de MUsica Reina Sofi and of Viktor Tretjakov at the Hochschule

fur Musik in Cologne.

Abel has been awarded prizes at various national and international competitions in Spain
and Argentina. As soloist he has appeared with various orchestras including Orquesta
Sinfonica de Barcelona and Orquesta Sinfonica de Tenerife and with distinguished
conductors such as James Judd, Junichi Hirokami, Victor Pablo Perez and Zubin Mehta.
He has given numerous violin recitals, collaborating with pianists like Juan Carlos
Garvayo, Orli Shaham, Eldar Nebolsin, and Hyo-Sun Lim. As a chamber musician, he
has also appeared with Gerard Caussé, Marta Gulyas, Seguro Ito and Kennedy Moretti.
At sixteen years of age, he Abel was a founding member of the internationally recognized
Cuarteto Casals, a chamber music ensemble which maintains a full calendar of artistic
activity, appearing in the most renowned halls in Europe, Latin America, the United
States and Japan. Since 2004 the quartet has recorded exclusively for Harmonia Mundi
for whom they have recorded numerous works. The quartet has been awarded the Spanish
National Music Prize and the Prize of the City of Barcelona.

Together with his brother Arnau Tomas Realp and pianist Hyo-Sun Lim, Abel is a
founding member of the Ludwig Trio, with whom he has recorded music of Beethoven,
whose Triple Concerto the trio will soon record with the Orquesta Sinfonica de Galicia.
Aside from concertizing, Abel teaches violin and chamber music at the Escuela Superior
de Musica de Catalunya, and additionally gives masterclasses in both Europe and the
United States.



HiFEE 2EgAR - AEH Jonathan Brown

Born in Chicago in 1974, JONATHAN BROWN began his musical studies at the age of
four, and later began playing the viola in chamber music ensembles. He studied with
Heidi Castleman, Martha Strongin Katz and Victoria Chiang, before receiving his

Masters Degree from the Juilliard School with Karen Tulttle.

Upon receiving a Beebe Grant for Musicians, Jonathan moved to Salzburg where he
studied at The Universitdt Mozarteum with Thomas Riebl and Veronika Hagen. He
participated in masterclasses with Diemut Poppen, Sylvia Rosenberg and Donald
Weilerstein and has been profoundly influenced by his lessons with Ferenc Rados and

Gyorgy Kurtég.

In 2002 Jonathan joined the Cuarteto Casals, with whom he has regularly appeared in the
most important concert halls and festivals around the world. The quartet records
exlusively for Harmonia Mundi, for whom they have recorded extensively covering a
wide range of repertoire from Boccherini to Kurtég.

Jonathan has also been a featured guest of other chamber music ensembles, including the
Tokyo, Kuss, Miro, Quiroga and Zemlinsky Quartets and the Kandinsky Trio. A
dedicated performer of new music, Jonathan is a fouding member of Funktion and has
often appeared as soloist with BCN216, performing works of Morton Feldman and
Luciano Berio. He is currently professor of viola and chamber music at ESMUC in
Barcelona and assistant professor of viola at the Escuela Reina Soff in Madrid, and is

frequently invited to give masterclasses throughout Europe and America.

REEE [[HG - 65T Amau Tomas

Born in Barcelona, Arnau Tomas is nowadays recognized as one of the most versatile
cellists of his generation, combining solistic projects with an intense chambermusic
activity, being the founder of the Cuarteto Casals and the Ludwig Trio.

Prizewinner in several National and International Competitions, gave numerous

cellorecitals and appeared as soloist with the Orchestras Radiotelevision Espafiola,



Sinfonica de Tenerife, OSV, Sinfénica de Galicia and OBC, among others. In 1992, he
participated in a televised masterclass with Yo Yo Ma in the Amsterdam Concertgebouw,
focusing on the suites for solo cello by J.S.Bach.

He is regularly invited in the most important festivals and concertcycles and he will take
part in the Cellobiennale of Amsterdam in 2018.

Arnau Tomas has compiled a substantial and extensive discography with repertoire
ranging from the Baroque Period until 20th century, with more than 15 cds. Specially
remarkable are his recordings of the Bach Suites (2014) and the sonatas and variations by
Beethoven (2016), in both cases he used historical bows of the composition’s period.

In addition to his concert activities, Arnau has been Guestprofessor at the Hochschule fur
Musik Koln and has given various masterclasses and courses both in Europe as well as
the United States.



