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What's FUKAIPRODUCE hagoromo ?

A theatrical company founded by an actor Junko Fukai in 2004, and dedicated to performing
“myo-sical,’ a playwright, director, and musician Yukinosuke Itoi's unique musical productions.
The troupe is known for their poetic space that is sexy and chaotic; original songs whose
rhyming lyrics and lingering melodies are highly acclaimed; and performance charged with
overwhelming amount of energy. .

Since 2004, 25 works, over 200 songs

Member: Junko Fukai(Artistic director, actor), Yukinosuke Itoi(playwright, director, and musician) and 11 actors
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ROHM Theater KyOtO (Public theater by Kyoto City) B ror emait v
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Karasuma Stroke Rock

« Established 1999, the company performs nation-wide from its
base in Kyoto, Japan. Accredited for its distinct creative style,
Karasuma Stroke Rock (KSR) creates final full-length pieces after
developing multiple short pieces as it deepens research and
fieldwork on its chosen motif on-site.

« Recently, KSR has been exploring regional traditions -kagura,
festivals, mountain worship culture and spiritualities, culminating in
‘Landscape of Mahoroba 2018’ which has been received as a
piece that reawakens traditional Japanese values and perception.
Director and scriptwriter Akinori Yaginuma is 60th Kishida Kunio
Drama Award nominee and 2016 Kyoto City Arts Award for Young
Artists awardee.

« https://www.karasuma69.org/pages/3501598/EN
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90min.
o u V a e video: hitps://vimeo.com/381389506
pass: couvade

In her twenties, Wada was reluctant to find a balance between her creative career, pregnancy
and childbirth. This made her procrastinate and so she didn’ t even start to consider it. When Wada
finally hit her thirties, she realized whatever choice she made it was no longer possible to procrastinate.

Couvade is terminology used in cultural anthropology. It indicates a custom of a husband
imitating the actions of his wife before and after childbirth. For example, he stays in bed, controls his
diet or pretends to suffer from the pain of the delivery. Wada intended to extract this peculiar and
theatrical custom performed by males who cannot experience the actual birth itself, and rehearse her
pregnancy and childbirth through a performance. 1

All of the production members (including Wada herself), both males and females, had no
experience of childbirth. This condition in casting made it possible for actors of both genders to be
equally inexperienced” . The actors attempted to depict the metamorphosis happening to a body during
pregnancy on an extremely personal and practical level. They also role-play a dialogue between a
pregnant mother and her embryo. Throughout the play, the myth of *maternal” is completely eliminated.
The play focuses the imagination on pregnancy and childbirth which is universal and at the same time an

utterly personal physical experience. Towards the final scenes of the performance, while social and

political distortions are recited as if a curse, the play comes to an end
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