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Elisso Virsaladze Piano Recital
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Sonata No. 11 in A major, KV 331
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Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata No. 23 “Appassionata” in F minor, Op. 57
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Sonata B-flat major KV 333
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Robert Schumann: Carnaval op. 9
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Elisso Virsaladze

Elisso Virsaladze grew up in a family in Thilisi, which was for generations involved in
the art and culture of Georgia. She received her first piano lessons from her
grandmother, Professor Anastasia Virsaladze. After attending the conservatory, she
left her native city and moved to Moscow. At the age of twenty she won the third
prize in the Tchaikovsky Competition.

In Moscow, she continued her studies with Heinrich Neuhaus and Yakov Zak. These
gifted teachers had not only a deep influence on her artistic development, but also
immersed her in the renowned tradition of Russian piano pedagogy. It is therefore
not surprising that she is recognised today as an exceptional teacher whose students
have won sensational recognition at competitions. Moscow conservatory and
Munich Musikhochschule have made Elisso Virsaladze a regular professor and there
is hardly any important international competition where she has not been invited to
take part in the jury. To mention only a few where she is regularly invited: Santander,
Geza Anda in Zurich or Rubinstein in Tel Aviv as well as of course Tchaikovsky (and
lately Richter) in Moscow.

Her deepest love is for the composers of the late 18th and 19th centuries, especially
Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin and Schumann. At the age of twenty-four, she won the
first prize at the Schumann Competition in Zwickau, and she has been described by
the international press as one of the great contemporary interpreters of Schumann.
At the same time, the pianist is well known for her wide repertoire up to and
including modern Russian composers. The Soviet Union has honoured her with its
highest artistic awards.

Elisso Virsaladze regularly performs in London, Milan, Rome, Paris, Lisbon, Berlin and
Barcelona; duo concerts with Natalia Gutman took (and repeatedly take) place f. i. in
Vienna, Berlin, Brussels, Madrid, Munich, Milan, Geneva, London and Lausanne, to
name only the most important European cities. In chamber music and with
orchestras such as Petersburg Philharmonic or Royal Philharmonia London she has
toured North America, Japan and Europe extensively. Besides this Elisso Virsaladze
regularly appears with prestigious orchestras in France, Germany, lItaly, Spain,
Switzerland, Japan the US and other countries.

Elisso Virsaladze has worked with conductors such as Rudolf Barschai, Kyril
Kondraschin, Ricardo Muti, Kurt Sanderling, Wolfgang Sawallisch, Evgeny Svetlanov
or Juri Temirkanov—to name only a few.

Recent orchestra concerts included London (Royal Philharmonic), Alicante, Bilbao,
Valencia, Montreal, Moscow and Taiwan. With Natalia Gutman she performed duo
concerts in Spain, Belgium, Italy, Great Britain (Wigmore Hall) and Germany.

In 2012/13 the orchestra repertoire consists mainly Beethoven (orchestral tour with
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra / Charles Dutoit), Schumann and Tchaikovsky
(orchestral tour with St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra / Yuri Temirkanov).



Numerous recitals and chamber music concerts (f. i. in Moscow, St. Petersburg,
Amsterdam, Antwerp, Lyon, Paris, Madrid, Milan and Rome), as well as piano
competitions (f. i. Concours Musical International Reine Elisabeth de Belgique in
Brussels and Sendai International Music Competition) completing the schedule.

The label Live Classics where numerous recordings have been published opens a
wide perspective onto the musical personality of Elisso Virsaladze.
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Joji Hattori, Lina Yeh & Rolf-Peter Wille Piano Duo
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Vienna Chamber Orchestra
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Conductor, and Violin Soloist / Joji Hattori

Joji Hattori is one of the leading Japanese musicians of his generation and has
enjoyed a very varied career as a musician, firstly as a concert violinist, an activity
which has developed into directing chamber orchestras, conducting symphony
orchestras and finally operas.

In 2014, Hattori has been appointed Principal Guest Conductor and Co-Artistic
Director of the Balearic Symphony Orchestra in Palma de Mallorca. He also continues
his work as Associate Guest Conductor of the Vienna Chamber Orchestra, a position
which he has held since 2004. From 2007 to 2008 Joji Hattori served as Principal
Resident Conductor of the Opera House in Erfurt, Germany, and from 2009 to 2011
as Music Director of the open-air Summer Festival at Schloss Kittsee, Austria. Joji
Hattori is also Music Director of the Tokyo Ensemble, a project-based chamber
orchestra in Japan.

As guest conductor he regularly works with many distinguished orchestras such as
the Philharmonia Orchestra London, Slovakian Philharmonic, Wiener Symphoniker or
the Disseldorfer Symphoniker and has worked with renowned soloists including
Maria Jodo Pires and Piotr Anderszewski. In 2009 he made his debut at the Vienna
State Opera with three performances of The Magic Flute, conducting in fact the
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra in the pit. He has also conducted repeatedly at the
New National Theatre Tokyo which is Japan’s leading opera house.

He was born in Japan and spent his childhood in Vienna where regularly attending
the opera house and concert halls formed his musical development. Influenced by
both cultures, Hattori is today one of the very few musicians of Asian heritage who is
respected internationally for his interpretation of the Viennese Classics. He started
playing the violin at the age of five and studied at the Vienna Academy of Music,
followed by further studies with Yehudi Menuhin and VIadimir Spivakov. In 1989 he
won the International Yehudi Menuhin Violin Competition in England. After a decade
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of international activities as a violin soloist, he turned to conducting and in 2002
participated at the inaugural Maazel-Vilar Conductor’s Competition in New York,
where he was given a major award and the opportunity to study conducting
techniques with the late Lorin Maazel for the following 2 years.

Apart from his performing activities, Joji Hattori is President and Member of the Jury
of the International Yehudi Menuhin Violin Competition and in 2003 he was made
Honorary Member of the Royal Academy of Music, London. Having studied social
anthropology at Oxford University (St. Antony College), he also continues to research
the questions around the national identity of human beings. Since 2015 he is also the
owner of Shiki, a Japanese Fine Dining restaurant in Vienna.
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Piano Duo / Rolf-Peter Wille & Lina Yeh

For more than thirty five years Rolf-Peter Wille and Lina Yeh have been Taiwan’s first
and foremost piano duo. Their preeminence as this country’s most unique artists
came into sharp focus in 1990 when they received the National Cultural Award in
recognition of their achievements in the performing arts.

Wille and Yeh have performed all over the world. Their concert schedule has
included tours in South America and the Caribbean as well as appearances in
Germany, Russia, Canada, the United States, Far East, Australia and New Zealand. As
soloists and piano duo they performed with various orchestras, including the
Russian National Orchestra, Moscow Philharmonic, Calgary Philharmonic, Lausanne
Chamber Orchestra, Ural State Philharmonic, Musica Viva Chamber Orchestra
Moscow etc, and Orchestras in Taiwan

They collaborated with conductors such as Mikhail Pletnev, Vassily Sinaisky, Lawrence
Foster, Simon Streatfield, Andrei Boreyko, Henry Mazer, Jajah Ling, Alexander Rudin,
Felix Chen and as chamber musicians with members of the New York Philharmonic,
violinists Ruggiero Ricci, Fredell Lack, Daniel Heifetz, llya Grubert, cellists Nathaniel
Rosen, Alexander Rudin, and flutists Andras Adorjan and Robert Aitken.

The duo has made guest appearances at festivals, among others “Braunschweig
Classix” festival, Germany, the Banff festival, Canada, the Europe-Asian Piano Duo
festival in Sverdlovsk, Russia, the National Concert Hall series, Taipei and The
International Piano Festival Auckland .

The artists’ refined musicianship in performing the classical repertoire as well as 20t
-century Chinese music has won them great critical acclaim. In 1997 Paul Griffith
commented in the New York Times on the strong professional musicianship of the
piano duo. Their albums having been released on the Philips, PolyGram, and
Universal labels, Wille and Yeh have recorded a substantial part of the two-piano and
piano-duet repertoire. Having a diverse cultural and educational background and
having graduated from and studied at schools as different as Salzburg, Hanover, Banff,
Juilliard, and Manhattan both pianists have distinguished national careers as
professors, writers and broadcasters.
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Vienna Chamber Orchestra

The Vienna Chamber Orchestra was founded in the year 1946. The former chief
conductor Carlo Zecchi and the guest conductors Yehudi Menuhin and Sandor Végh
were special partners for the Orchestra. Chief conductors of the recent past were
Christoph Eberle, Philippe Entremont, Ernst Kovacic and Heinrich Schiff. Since 2004,
the Vienna Chamber Orchestra has been working with the associate guest conductor
Joji Hattori.

In May 2008, Stefan Vladar was appointed the new chief conductor of the Vienna
Chamber Orchestra. Together with him, the Orchestra could again clearly define its
national and international rank.

The list of prominent conductors, soloists and singers demonstrates the international
importance of the Vienna Chamber Orchestra: Piotr Anderszewski, Martha Argerich,
Rudolf Barshai, Lidia Baich, Cecilia Bartoli, Elena Bashkirova, Elisabeth Batiashvili,
Teresa Berganza, lan Bostridge, Rudolf Buchbinder, Joseph Calleja, Thomas Carroll,
Gianluca Cascioli, Frédéric Chaslin, Karel Mark Chichon, Jurek Dybal, Richard Egarr,
Adrian Erod, Daniela Fally, Isabelle Faust, Adam Fischer, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau,
Ingrid Fliter, Reinhold Friedrich, Elina Garanca, Héléne Grimaud, Edita Gruberova,
Friedrich & Paul Gulda, Theodor Guschlbauer, Clemens & Veronika Hagen, Viviane
Hagner, Lynn Harrell, Heinz Holliger, Janine Jansen, Kiri Te Kanawa, Angelika
Kirchschlager, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Mark Laycock, Francois Leleux, Elisabeth
Leonskaja, Oleg Maisenberg, Xavier de Maistre, Sir Neville Marriner, Viktoria Mullova,
Anna Netrebko, Gianandrea Noseda, Ernst Ottensamer, Emmanuel Pahud, Vasily
Petrenko, Glinter Pichler, Thomas Quasthoff, Julian Rachlin, John Relyea, Vadim Repin,
Fazil Say, Benjamin Schmid, Peter Schmidl, David Stern, Richard Stoltzman, Antoine
Tamestit, Uto Ughi, Maxim Vengerov, Stefan Vladar, Radovan Vlatkovic, Jorg
Widmann, Hanna & Bruno Weinmeister and Thomas Zehetmair.

The Vienna Chamber Orchestra plays a number of concerts in the Vienna
Konzerthaus. In addition to hosting the series of Matinees and International
Prizewinners, it appears as a guest in the Symphonie Classique and Voices concerts in
the Main Hall of the Vienna Konzerthaus. It is also a guest at the major festivals and
concert halls worldwide. Amongst a number of other important international
engagements, the Orchestra has repeatedly been invited to Princeton (US). The
international reputation of the Vienna Chamber Orchestra is documented by
worldwide tours and its regular appearances in virtually all major European cities.



