Harmony in Precarity

By Po-Hao Chi
In this Project: How could microgravity/hypergravity shape our perceptual experience of listening
i ject:
with weightlessness? How can we seek to exploit this spatial aspect of sound as a
Dverviaw distinct parameter in its own right? Exploring our understandings of all of these
Updates qualities in tandem will play an essential role in this project.

([EJ - https://www.media.mit.edu/projects/harmony-in-precarity/overview/)
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By Sarah Beckmann | MIT Media Lab

The Space Exploration Initiative supports research across and beyond MIT in two
zero gravity flights this spring

Che-Wei Wang operates the Zenolith, a novel free-flying pointing device to orient space travelers in the universe,
while Ariel Ekblaw looks on. Credit: Steve Boxall/ZERO-G
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Harmony in Precarity
PO-HAO CHI's proposal for Zero Gravity Flight class

https://zero-gravity.pubpub.org/pub/harmony-in-precarity/release/7

Harmony in Precarity

Harmony in Precarity

A musical interface that responds to body dynamics and the environment with weightlessness.

How could microgravity/hypergravity shape our
sensory perceptions with weightlessness? How
to exploit the spatial aspect of sound as a distinct
parameter and relate to ourselves? Speculating
these qualities in tandem plays an essential role

in this project.
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Harmony in Precarity is about making an augmented acoustic device to explore unfamiliar

moments in microgravity. The rootless state in parabolas is a metaphor and generative
method for "precarity.” Merriam-Webster's Word of the Day introduces Precarity's original
meaning as "depending on the will or pleasure of another," which comes from the Latin for
prayer. Precarity is everywhere, it seems. Perhaps it is, as Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing writes,
"the condition of our time." It is also the defining feature of an entire class of people, the
precariat. | regard the precarious spatiality and microgravity as an emerging form of sonic
thought and imagination on space exploration.
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Zero Gravity Flight 2021

Founded in 2016 and now in our fifth year, we set our sights on space. The Space

Exploration Initiative has since grown to 50+ graduate students, staff, and faculty and

charters an annual ZERO-G parabolic flight for up to 15 projects and 25
researchers! This year's regularly scheduled flight flew just days after the
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