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Jonas MEKAS, the godfather of avant-garde cinema, is also the most representative figure in diary films. Jonas
MEKAS wrote film column on The Village Voice, founded the Anthology Film Archives, and was in the vanguard of New
American Cinema. MEKAS started to make diary films ever since he arrived at New York in the 1940" s. Up until today,
he still remains active and has created a staggering amount of films.
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34min | 1992
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“Bits of Fluxus events and performances, and picnics with friends (Almus, Andy Warhol, John Lennon, Yoko Ono,

etc.), George’ s wedding and footage | took of him in Boston hospital three days before he died.”

* X E % This Side of Paradise | 35min | 1999
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"| had the fortune to spend some time, mostly during the summers, with Jackie Kennedy™ s and her sister Lee
Radziwill” s families and children. Cinema was an integral, inseparable, as a matter of fact, a key part of our

friendship."
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Footage from three distinct visits to the home of Jerome HILL make up this tribute to him. Mekas visited Hill in 1966
with P. Adams Sitney. He then returned briefly in 1967 and again after Hill's death in 1974. This elegy is dedicated
to Hill, who may have felt as much an exile as Mekas did. Music performed by Hill, Taylor Mead, Charles Rydell
and others makes up the soundtrack.

* ZE 412 2 T Song of Avignon | 9min | 1998
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'‘Dedicated to my 1966 trip to Avignon that helped me survive a deep crisis that | was going through. Texts from
diaries of that period on the soundtrack are read by Angus MacLise.'

* J1T 28 Travel Songs | 28min | 2003
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The images fly by in a vertiginous blur until the camera stops to catch its breath and linger momentarily on a

particular scene before the race resumes. These fragments have the impatient rhythm of someone trying to swal-
low the world in one ravenous gulp.




