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“Shan” means a change or transformation, but also sounds like san, meaning “three”. This album is an exploration of how its three creators were imperceptibly influenced,
nourished and moved by each other’s perspectives; how they got from there to here.

Traditional art’s relationship to humanity is like that of water to a fish or the sky to a bird — it is part of the medium in which we exist, and the most ancient tunes still have
a sense of immediacy, even if the changing times can make them seem a little disjointed at first. As fate seems to have entrusted us with the task of carrying on this
heritage and we have always liked a challenge, so this album brings together a number of reinterpretations of ancient melodies and reimagined folk songs to create a
unique style that walks the line between tradition and modernity. The resulting recording is a rich brew of everything from playful local ditties to more serious subject

matter, and it is our pleasure to share this emotional journey with you.
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3PEOPLEMUSIC : A Life of Luxury

This song was developed from the erhu tune Beautiful Night. The song, originally



entitled New Year’s Eve Song, was improvised from the erhu tune by Liu Tianhua in
1928, and describes a wonderful night staying up with friends to see in the Lunar

New Year.
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JEN Chung : Cloudy Day

Inspired by the Taiwanese folk song The Sky Is Dark, the familiar tune proceeds over
pop music-like chords, while the three instruments each take a turn to shine, before

coming together in a unique fusion style.
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PAN I-tung : Dreams of the South
(1) Weeping Willows in a Faint Breeze
(2) The Fish Leap Among the Lotus Leaves
(3) The Crows Soar Joyfully
This song uses a poetic structure, in which each section has a distinct concept and
voice. The layers of interaction between the instruments are freed from the
constraints of harmony and instead use special sounds to build up the ambience that
each segment is intended to elicit. The music involves variations around Lucky Clouds
and Walking the Streets, tunes from the Jiangnan sizhu folk tradition, giving the
feeling of a leisurely trip around the waterways of Southern cities such as Suzhou,

known as “the Venice of the East”.
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KUO Jing-mu : Three Chattering Cormorants

This piece is divided into three sections inspired by a traditional Chaozhou tune



called Winter Cormorants Playing in the Water. The sounds of the zheng, ruan and di
(broadly equivalent to zither, lute and flute) symbolize the sound of the three

cormorants shooting the breeze on a patch of river ice.
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JEN Chung : Strolling

The descending notes on the large ruan (daruan) evoke a leisurely stroll, the almost
imperceptible murmur of the zheng plays Happy Song, and the di joyfully recounts
the day’s events. As if by unspoken agreement, the three instruments suddenly go
into a call-and-answer section, with the atmosphere becoming even more lively in
spite of the people on the bustling street. They continue happily on about their own

business, as if they were the only three people on the street.
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KUO Jing-mu : The Wandering Spirit

Inspired by the gin piece Harmony Between Gods and Humans.

My first thought was the story of the immortal spirit who descends to Earth and
discusses the mortal world with humans, before drinking too much one night and
taking humans back to his heavenly palace. This piece has a feeling of wonder and

touch of humor.
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PAN I-tung : The Drinking God

Inspired by the qin piece Crazy with Drunkenness.

| reimagined this piece to convey the feeling of three people drinking without any
restraint. We added a touch of blues in the middle, with improvised solos for the

both di and zheng, bringing something different to this ancient tune.
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A Life of Luxury Music: 3PEOPLEMUSIC
Cloudy Day Music: JEN Chung
Dreams of the South Music: PAN I-tung
Three Chattering Cormorants  Music: KUO Jing-mu
Strolling Music: JEN Chung
The Wandering Spirit Music: KUO Jing-mu
The Drinking God Music: PAN |-tung
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Producer: KUO Jing-mu (Tracks 1, 4, 6), PAN I-tung (Tracks 1, 3, 7 ), JEN Chung (Tracks
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