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Chinese Opera in Motion, Asking the Woodcutter
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Come in Contact: a Peking Opera lecture performance by LING Ke

Plum Blossom Prize (highest honor for actors in China) winner LING Ke and playwright
HSING Pen-ning demonstrate the exquisite art of classical Peking Opera with one of the
oldest plays available in the genre. In this commentated performance, LING takes up
multiple roles on stage, highlighting the mastery of a distinguished actor while reflecting
the philosophy and art of classical Peking Opera.

One section of the original play ( “Wun-Qiao” , “Asking the Woodcutter” ), for
instance, depicts the protagonist’ s state of great folly after losing his wife and child in the
mountains. In the forgotten ridges of the mountain, he desperately asks a woodcutter who
18 hard of hearing about the whereabouts of his wife and child, yet his attempts are to no
avail. The reiterated questions and answers portray the helplessness of the humble human
being 1n the vast universe. It creates a world like that in the traditional Chinese landscape
painting ( “Shan shui” ), where the existence of a tiny person is faced with great nature.
The classical Chinese world view 1s thus embodied in this play that has more than one
hundred years of history.

This 1s a piece about Peking theatre and the actor, personal and full of wonder.
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