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GRANDMOM MOM 2021 | Hong-gah Museum 9/11-9/12

As an advanced maternal age surrogacy agency, the International Geriatric
Pregnancy Center (IGPC) offers comprehensive medical services to help paternal
and maternal grandmothers in 2050 bear (grand-) children on behalf of their
daughters or daughters-in-law. This is a conceptual prototype conceived by artist
Ku Kuang-Yi, set at a time 30 years into the future. Through this extreme
imagined future, the artist hopes to explore the development of assisted
reproductive technologies along with the possible ethical and social issues that
may arise. At the same time, the project delves into the conflicting and complex
feelings between family and blood relations.

And yet, in November 2020, a 51-year-old mother in the United States bore her
biological granddaughter by serving as surrogate for her infertile daughter and
son-in-law. She is a pioneering "grandmom mom" 30 years ahead of this
project's time. In March 2021, the Guardian reported that Israeli scientists had
not only developed an artificial womb, but had used it to successfully gestate
nearly a hundred lab mice. Their research results were published in the presti-

gious academic journal Nature3. It seemed to almost foreshadow a type of fully
function-oriented artificial wombs that will soon release humans from the
ironclad rule of childbirth being impossible without a woman's pregnancy.

According to statistics, in 2018, one out of every 18 newborn children in Taiwan
was conceived through assisted reproductive technologies. The number of
babies born with assistance from these technologies was 10,236, having risen to
over 10 thousand for the first time. The average age of women seeking such

services increased from 27 in 1998 to a new height of 37.3 in 2018* Women's age
has long been a challenge in reproduction for citizens and nations. In May 2021,
the U.S. intelligence service CIA announced a report estimating that Taiwan
would have the lowest birth rate of all countries that year. Overnight, the issue of
sub-replacement fertility involved more than plans in life for women and men of
marriage or childbearing ages, and was elevated to a concern of national securi-
ty. Officials from the National Development Council point out that Taiwan's low
birthrate is related to social changes and the evolvement of people's values
toward marriage and childrearing. The many issues of childbirth are coming
closer to the present than any immediate futures. When the future has exceeded
all imagination, what more can art bring to people? This is a question we ask
ourselves repeatedly.
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In this three-year process, Grandmom Mom has been continuously joined by
new participants, including our producer, medical consultant, VR director,
playwright, visual art advisor, science communication researcher, project
manager, project dramaturg, etc. The expansion of staff occurred across several
disciplines, because the closer to humanity and ethics artistic contents become,
the more fragmentary a single branch of knowledge appears to be. And yet we
become ever more certain that we must weave a more comprehensive web to
sustain human feelings, which cannot be divided across disciplines. This produc-
tion team traverses art and science, and fixed roles in it are almost non-existent.
Every participant contributes their personal expertise, experience, and feelings
to continue co-creating with one another over time. We try to use plainer and
even plainer—though not necessarily simplified—words to describe what we
understand and how we feel, so as to converse with others and graft our ideas
together. We see this as a process of restoring knowledge, returning specialized
knowledge and technologies of different disciplines back to a state in which
interaction among them is still possible. Only in this way can art bring knowledge
back together through interpersonal association. This is the condition to enable
reproduction of knowledge in the process of art. This journey of restoration and
reproduction leads us back to the position of humans. At the final stage of the
project, we cordially invite you to join us on this journey, starting with the presen-
tation of Grandmom Mom.

1 Aguilera-Castrejon, A., Oldak, B., Shani, T. et al. Ex utero mouse embryogenesis
from pre-gastrulation to late organogenesis. Nature 593, 119-124 (2021).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-03416-3
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3 Aguilera-Castrejon, A., Oldak, B., Shani, T. et al. Ex utero mouse embryogenesis
from pre-gastrulation to late organogenesis. Nature 593, 119-124 (2021).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-03416-3

4Health Promotion Administration, Ministry of Health and Welfare. 2018 Summa-
ry Report of Assisted Reproductive Technology in Taiwan.
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