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ABOUT MOSS

“Moss”is a cross country and cross-genre collaboration between German
dance theatre group Peculiar Man and Taiwanese contemporary circus
company FOCA-Formosa Circus Art. As the final chapter of “Circus
Interdisciplinary Trilogy” of FOCA, “Moss” combines techniques and

aesthetics among different circus skills and dance theatre.

In addition to the highly accurate body techniques, this work focuses on the
meaning behind the physicality as well. The skill is no longer just to provide
a landscape of entertainment, but to focus on the exploration of human

nature, and to peek into the hidden meaning of the characters.

Five performers meet in a concrete set: an abandoned house, covered
in ivy and about to be sold. The performers climb onto it, move it, hide
behind it. They fall from its top while paying no resistance to gravity. They
run around it like the time flows back and onwards, while creating a desire
for something that does not or probably cannot exist.in the surrealistic
scene, they express how people go through memory, loss, happiness and

sadness.

The house becomes a home of forgotten memories and dreams. In this

unstable universe between reality and fiction, this work discloses a feeling



of aliveness for the forgotten. Like moss, rootless, first plant on earth. It
grows on any surface and still it stays ignored. The piece opens questions

based on a sense of loss, absence, togetherness and loneliness.

“Moss” creates an atmosphere between illusion and reality by a complex
yet undefined performance style. Juggling with dreams and soberness it
tries to touch the core essence of human inner hesitation, helplessness and

uneasiness.
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WORDS FROM THE CHOREOGRAPHERS

By Tien Tsai-Wei & Jan Molimer

Moss was an adventure for us and yet it is difficult to explain what it really
meant. Maybe this anecdote will do:

The journey has been started since 2017. We gave a workshop in FOCA’s
studio which is located on Shezi Island. It was our first time working with
artists from the circus field and was a totally different experience com-
pared to working with dancers for us. After years of training, dancers
always have a sense of aesthetics no matter what they do, but FOCA's
circus performers are different. At first glance, they look like a group of
ordinary boys who always smoke and roughhouse together, but once they
are on stage, their instant physical ability is always astonishing and unfor—
gettable. They were not pretty, but beautiful.

Outside rough and inside sensitive. That’s how the story began.

FOCA's rehearsal place is located on the riverbank of Shezi Island. Its
strong vitality seems to be closely related to this special environment. This
unique colony in the middle of the city, where iron sheet houses are
densely built together, always reminds me of my grandmother's family
village in my childhood. Their place is built by iron sheets and lushly cov—
ered with moss. In order to keep the circus company running, the perform-
ers have to take on all kinds of commercial performances, but they never
give up the pursuit of artistry at the same time.

Once we started to work on Moss, it was clear to us not to change their
artistry. Instead we tried to match our artistry to theirs. We feel privileged
and thankful to have been invited to their world of circus. They trusted our
craft and so did we trust them. During the working in progress of Moss,



they repeatedly refine their artistic performance on stage, and sometimes
after a full day of rehearsal, they immediately started another rehearsal for
commercial performances. Not only that, they also have to take responsi—
bility for the transportation and construction of stage props. FOCA’s
members were cool as a cucumber about these seemingly heavy tasks,
just like the moss on the riverbank, clinging to the hot concrete walls with—
out fear, and living in the wind and rain.

In the blink of an eye, FOCA has been established for over 10 years and we
are fortunate to share this moment together. A teacher of mine from Folk—
wang University of the Arts used to say " Whether the production goes
successful or not", the performers must look pleasing to the eye and feel
comfortable in their own skin". The idea for this production was built up
through the knowledge of FOCA over the past two years. We hope that
each one of FOCA’s performers is going to play suitable roles and express
themselves appropriately under the spotlight.

To work with FOCA was an experience we would not ever want to miss and
it gifted us with many new friendships.

10 years has its power. This is just an ordinary story about the necessary
parting and resettling in everyone's life, but as long as one continues to
carry the responsibility, there is always some small but sublime power in
one's heart. Just like the moss in the dark room, the moss is at ease with
the situation, it does not need to take root on the ground, but it can also
bloom on its own.
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ABOUT FORMOSA CIRCUS ART

“Formosa Circus Art” is named after this beautiful island, Taiwan and was
established in 2011. Its purpose is to develop the various contemporary
circus arts of Taiwan, mixing them with other styles of performance
including traditional forms, acrobatics, street culture and theatre arts; trying
to create a physical vocabulary that is unique in Taiwan. FOCA’s team
members come from many different fields of performing arts, including
among others acrobatics, juggling, dance and drama, which makes FOCA
the only circus company in Taiwan that has over 20 full-time members. Also,
FOCA is the only circus company that has continuously received the Taiwan

Government's annual grants since 2017.

Circus art in Taiwan absorbs the traditional techniques of Chinese
acrobatics, the creativity of modern circus and new circus, the spirit and
aesthetics of contemporary circus. As a leading circus company from
Taiwan, FOCA has set records for many Taiwanese circus in a diversified
business model. Not only FOCA was the first Taiwan circus company to
enter the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and the Festival d'Avignon Off, it was
also the first Taiwan circus to conduct overseas tours. Due to its unique and
diverse aesthetic form, FOCA has been loved by a large number of overseas

audiences over the years.



FOCA opens up “Interdisciplinary Trilogy” project in 2017. By collaborating with
different artists including Taiwanese theatre director Baboo, Filipinovisual artist
Leeroy New and German dance theatre company “Peculiar Man”. FOCA
recognizes this process as a way of conversation and learning the ethics and
methods from peers among the arts sector, trying to generate and expand

the meaning of contemporary circus in Taiwan.

Within 12 years, FOCA has performed in many places both in Taiwan and
abroad, including in 2013 Festival Pisteursd'Etoiles in Obernai and Festival

d'Avignon Off in France, and KAKISENI Music Festival in Malaysia.

We were invited to perform at Al'Est du Nouveau in Champagne in France,
2015 Tini Tinou International Circus Festival of Cambodia and the Taiwan
Season of Edinburgh Festival Fringe. In 2016, we were invited by Semper
Opernball Dresden in Germany, Macau International Arts Festival, Taipei Arts
Festival and Kaohsiung Weiwuying Arts Festival. In 2017, we were invited by
DGl Sport & Culture Festival in Denmark and Festival d'Avignon Off in
France. In 2018, we were invited by Setouchi Creative Circus Festival in
Japan and Busan Street Arts Festival in South Korea. In 2019, we were

invited by Musee du Quai Branly in France, Seoul Circus Festival in South






Korea, Darwin Festival in Australia. In 2020, we were invited by Taipei Arts
Festival and Nuit Blanche. In 2021, we were invited by Hsinchu Children
Festival, New Taipei City Archaeology Festival, New Taipei City Children
Festival, Let’s go to Theater, Hsinchu Lighting Festival, Tainan Bringing the
Arts to Your Community, Weiwuying Circus Platform, Taoyuan Performing

Arts Touring.
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ABOUT PECULIAR MAN

Founded in January 2017, Peculiar Man was set up to produce and spread
the work of both German-based dancers/choreographers Jan Mélimer and

Tsai-Wei Tien.

With the believe that art can change an individual’s world entirely, and
therefore change the world a little, they strive to create works with an
unconditional interest into human nature and a strong faith into their own
aesthetic feeling. Peculiar Man sets out to tell stories through dance
that create real and powerful connections to inspire young people and

challenge perceptions of the possibilities of life.

Méllmer and Tien first met in 2011 during a study at the Folkwang University
of the Arts in Essen, Germany. Together they created their debut work The
Man in 2014 which they toured in many versions through Europe and Asia,
earning them several awards in festivals and competitions as the SoloDuo
Festival, Cologne, the contact.energy Festival, Erfurt, and the 3rd Beijing
International Ballet and Choreography Competition in China. Since then the
works When You're Smiling, Deep River, Try To Remember and Dreihundert
Schritte were made in collaboration with various artists and co-producers

from Germany and abroad.



In all these very different productions Peculiar Man remains true to its
very own movement idiom. Tension, conflict, body versus mind, risks and
impulses. Dreams, memories, fantasies, the boundary between reality and
fiction. These are essential elements that are part of Peculiar Man's work.

But on each occasion they are given a completely different appearance.

This variety is made possible through the collaboration with friends and
colleagues in the subject of theatre, dance, music and photography. Those
encounters have naturally become the common thread running through
Peculiar Man's work and enable to keep its biggest ambition: to create
inspired by everyday life, with everyday friends and to tell stories that

happen between people.
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Choreographer | Tien Tsai-Wei

Tien is currently a full-time dancer at the Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina
Bausch in Germany. Graduated from Taipei National University of the Arts,
Department of Dance in 2008, then continued her study in theFolkwang
Universitat der Kinste, Department of Dance in Germany in October of the
same year. Tien received the DAAD scholarship to complete her studies
from 2008 to 2011 and then joined the Folkwang Tanzstudio, became a
full-time dancer of the dance company. In addition to cooperating with
the Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch as a guest dancer, during this
period, she participated in many performances which choreographed
by different well-known choreographers as well, such as Emanuel Gat »
Henrietta Horn ~ David Hernandez ~ Moya Michael ~ Malou Airaudo * Mark

Sieczkarek ~ Johannes Wieland ~ Rodolpho Leoni.

Tien officially became a full-time dancer in Tanztheater Wuppertal
Pina Bausch in August 2015. During this period, she cooperated with
several international well-known guest choreographers, such as Dimitris
Papaioannou, Francois Chaignaud, CeciliaBengolea. In January 2017, Tien
founded "Peculiar Man" with Jan Mo&llmer, who a dancer from Folkwang

Tanzstudio too.
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Choreographer | Jan Mélimer

Jan Molimer, born and raised in Wuppertal, began dancing after being
part in the production of ,Kontakthof — with teenagers” by Pina Bausch. He
studied dance at the Folkwang University of the Arts in Germany. Since
his graduation in 2014 he is a guest dancer at Tanztheater Wuppertal and
was a member of the Folkwang Tanzstudio Company. Mélimer danced in
choreographies of Pina Bausch, Emanuel Gat, David Hernandez, Rodolpho
Leoni, Reinhild Hoffmann, Stephan Brinkmann, Mark Sieczkarek and others.
In November 2015 he got awarded with the Young Talent Award for Arts
by the german government of North Rhein-Westphalia in the category of
Dance/Theatre. He realizes and works in various projects and cooperations
with artists from Germany and abroad. Dancing and creating made him
visit countries all over Europe, North-America, New Zealand, Africa and

Asia.
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Producer | Lee Tsung-Hsuan

As a choreographer, director and dancer, Lee’s creations cross through
movement, image, new media art and contemporary circus. He's the
current artistic director of Formosa Circus Art, former dancer of Cloud Gate
Dance Theatre, Taipei Crossover Dance Company, the Tussock Dance
Theatre, Meimage Dance. His recent works include Wukong. Before the
Journey to the West, commissioned by Taiwan Traditional Theatre Center.
He's the choreographer of opening and closing ceremony of 2017 Taipei
Summer Universiade. His directing work Olé has been toured in Taiwan
since 2016, which makes it became the most wide toured contemporary
circus creation in Taiwan. He was also the movement director of How Long

Is Now?in 2016 Taipei Arts Festival and Self and Others.
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Associate Producer | Chou Ying-Ting

Graduated from the University of Taipei, Department of Dance, majoring
in Ballet. Chou has rich performing experiences with FOCA both in Taiwan
and overseas, including Germany, Denmark, North America, Central
and South America, East Asia, and Southeast Asia, etc. She oversaw the
following projects as former administration manager for FOCA: Circus
Party,Wukong: Before The Journey to the West, Songs of the Land,l Have
My Demons Have Me,How Long Is Now?, The Heart of Asia, and Olé. She
had served as Administrator in the National Dance Society and oversaw the
2014 & 2015 "Dancing Across the Earth" Dance Choreography Competition,
directed by the Ministry of Culture.
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Stage Manager | Guo Fang-Yu

Graduated from Chinese Culture University, Department of Chinese Drama.
Guo has worked as the stage manager and lightning design of FOCA
since 2017.She has participated following projects including Disappearing
Island, Circus Party, Wukong: Before The Journey to the West, How Long Is

Now? etc.
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Stage Design | Cheng Hsuan-Hsun

Founder & Director of Boxer Design Co., Ltd.

Theatre stage designer, design works across drama, dance, contemporary
circus, film and television, space art, concert.

Graduated from Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA), Department
of Theater, majoring in Stage Design.

Stage design works in recent years: 2020 NTT Emerging Artists Project One
Day with Death. Co-coism Zuo Zuo Tea House, EVER NEVER, Formosa
Circus Arts | Have My Demons Have Me, Olé, Pandora's Box. Tong Yang-

Tze 2016 SAO. Les Petites Choses Production Fighters etc.
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Lighting Design | Wang Tien-Hung

Graduated from Tunghai University, Department of Industrial Engineering
and Enterprise Information. Wang has cooperated with various performing
groups in Taiwan since 2000. His lighting design artworks have won the
Taishin Arts Award several times. Wang has participated in the following
productions: Shakespeare's Wild Sisters Group La Casa de Jimmy Blanca,
Tsen, -, Re: Dear Life etc. Exhibition lighting design including National

Palace Museum, 50th Gold Horse Exhibition etc.
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Performer | Chen Kuan-Ting

Born in Taichung, Chen is acircus performer and the artistic director of
FOCA. As a performer, Chen has performed in most of FOCA’s productions
and involved in touring to the festivals around the world. His directing works
include: Circus Party, Songs of the Land, and Future Circus. Chen also
served as choreographer and technical support for Self and Others, Pursue

Our Dreams, Ole, and Wukong: Before the Journey to the West.
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Performer | Chao Wei-Chen

Born in New Taipei City, Chao received degree from National Taiwan
College of Performing Arts. He taught himself how to play cyr wheel in
school and was one of the few performers in Taiwan who can master the
skills while in school. Chao joined FOCA in 2017.He is also an enthusiast of

photography. You can find some of his works in FOCA'’s recent recording.
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Performer | Lin Sheng-Wei

Born in New Taipei City,Lin received degree from National Taiwan College
of Performing Arts. He’s physical ability is based on the foundation of
Chinese martial arts. Lin specializes in contact juggling and aerial acts.
He’s also a fire dancer and has participated in CCTV's Spring Festival Gala.

Lin joined FOCA in 2020.
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Performer | Lo Yuan-Yang

Born in New Taipei City, Lo joined FOCA in 2013 and participated twice
in Festival d’Avignon Off. He specializes in juggling, especially in
juggling clubs. In Wukong: Before the Journey to the West, Lo commu-
nicated with suona musicians through clubs juggling. He presented his
vivid movements between human nature and animal nature. In Disap-
pearing Island he used devices to reflect on the relation-ship between
the body and the environment. In recent years, he focuses more on
how objects and concepts can cross elaborate and transform. He
initiated his creation Mr. IlI=/Il'in 2019.
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Guest Performer | Hsu Yue-Wei

Born in Pingtung County, Hsu received degree from National Taiwan
College of Performing Arts. Street Dance leads Hsu step into performing
arts field. As a circus performer, Hsu has rich experiences and involved in
touring to the festivals around the world. Hsu is not only a circus performer,
but also a professional B-Boy who has won the second price of BBoy City

championship.
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CREATIVE AND PRODUCTION TEAM

Producer | Lee Tsung-Hsuan

Choreographer | Tien Tsai-Wei, Jan Molimer

Associate Producer | Chou Ying-Ting

Stage Manager | Guo Fang-Yu

Performers | Chen Kuan-Ting, Lo Yuan-Yang, Chao Wei-Chen,

Lin Sheng-Wei, Hsu Yue-Wei

Graphic Design | Kunstlei Studio, Chang Chung-Wei

Master Electrician | Ye Xiu-Bin

Technical Director | Xu Hong-Cheng

Artistic Administrator | Chen Ting-Yu

Prop Master | Kuo Ching-Te

Photographer | Terry Lin, Ken Wang

Videographer | Hung Sheng-Chiao, Lee Kun-Yan, Chen Kuan-Yu

Aerial technical Execution | HIGH + CREATIVE CO.

Crew | Ye Shiou-Bin, Wang Li-Fen, Wang Guan-Siang, Huang Shun-Wei,
Zhang Zhong-An, Huang Jing-Chun, Li Yun-Hsuan,
Tang Yu-Shiuan, Chen Wei-Fan, Jian Jia-Hung
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