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Real (and) Long

Non-fiction comics at The Nib

0] 50 YEARS AGO, SHIRLEY CHISHOLM =
BECAME THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN

£ ELECTED TO CONGRESS. FOUR YEARS |

v LATER, SHE BECAME THE FIRST PERSON

= OF COLOR TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT. |

/" IF THEY DON’T GIVE YOU A SEAT
\ AT THE TABLE, BRING YOUR OWN
FOLDING CHAIR.




In-House Commissions

THE MAIN
FRONTLINE
IN THIS WAR
IS BETWEEN
THOSE WHO
SUPPORT THE
SAUDIS" BENEVOLENT
PROPOSAL TO ESSENTIALLY
CONTROL THE YEMENI STATE
INCLUDES THE USA AND FRANCE
AND THOSE WHO DONT
MOST NOTABLY THE HOUTHI
MOVEMENT OF NORTHWESTERN
YEMEN & THEIR ALLIES

Topical

Important stuff that’s
going on in US or global
politics.




Thematic

Covering ongoing issues
that are repeatedly in the
headlines.

Anniversary

New takes on specific
dates.

3 —
~  THE U.S. VIEWS NORTH KOREA'S
NUCLEAR PROGRAM AS A MAJOR
THREAT TO ITS ALLIES IN THE REGION
LIKE JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA AND U.S.
NAVY VESSELS IN THE PACIFIC.

& =
“Labor Day” isn‘t Labor Day

The annual worker’s holiday in the rest of the
world is May Day. Why not here?

by Sam Wallman

Posted September 3rd, 2018

AT LEAST 3¢ B
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Evergreen

Inherently interesting
subject matter than can be
pulled out whenever.

Male Contraception is Coming Soon
Researchers joke that it’s always 10 years away - but clinical trials are finally

happening.

by Sarah Mirk and Isabella Rotman

bosted August 10th, 2018

Starting this suamer, 225 meq around the world will The simple gel 1s a long-auaited new frontier of science.
wake up each day and smear a clear gel on theie shoulders. \t's something that will change the world

Pitch Based Commissions




Artist emails in

We negotiate a specific
direction, the fee and
deadlines.

Script

Two rounds of scripting.

Arwen Donahue ES Working Stories 29 June 2018 at 4:37 pm @
Pitch for comic about abortion, rural life, and international migration
To: The Nib

Hello,

| am an artist and farmer living in rural Kentucky, at work on a series of comics that will become a graphic novel
about farming and rural culture, seen through a feminist, intersectional lens. | would like to create a comic essay
for The Nib that explores my experience of choosing to have an abortion, as a low-income, rural woman living in a
state with only one distant abortion clinic. The essay would also explore the lack of reproductive justice for a rural
woman living in E| Salvador, where women suspected of having abortions are often punished with long prison
terms. The landscapes of rural Kentucky and rural El Salvador are tied together through my observations and
research into the life cycle of a migrant songbird, the Baltimore oriole, which takes up residence on our farm
during the warmer months of each year. In fall and winter, the oriole migrates to Central America. Orioles often
return to the same locations, year after year. In North and Central America, they choose landscapes that
resemble one another— so the oriole, in my comic, ties together two women who live thousands of miles apart
from each other. The essay will be a bird's-eye view of what connects us, what separates us, and what's at stake
in this moment, when abortion rights in the United States are threatened.

Check out Homebodies, my series of comics in The Rumpus, here. My comics have also been featured in The
Indiana Review and in Wind Magazine.

Rumpus Comics Editor Brandon Hicks chose Homebodies as his pick for The Rumpus' staff favorites of 2017:
"Deeply personal and beautifully illustrated, she was able to take stories about cutting peppers or walking in the
woods and create some of the most inventive and visually exciting comics published anywhere this year.”

| have received grants and awards in support of my comics from the Kentucky Foundation for Women, the

rts F and the Xeric F Drawings from my illustrated farm journal Landings were
featured in the documentary film Look and See: A Portrait of Wendell Berry, directed by Laura Dunn and
produced by Terrence Malick and Robert Redford.

| am also a writer and oral historian. | co-wrote the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Oral History
Interview Guidelines, and authored the non-fiction book This Is Home Now: Kentucky's Holocaust Survivors
Speak (University Press of Kentucky, 2009). From 2013 through 2017, | was one of two interviewers hired to
conduct oral history interviews for the Planned Parenthood Federation of America’s centennial oral history
project. For that project, | conducted about 20 in-depth interviews with key figures in PPFA history, including
outgoing President Cecile Richards.

Last year, | was interviewed for an article that appeared on CNN.com, which includes something about my
abortion story and my graphic l-i Forget Abortion: What Women in Appalachian Kentucky Really
Want.

Thank you for considering my pitch. | look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Arwen Donahue

Rural Women’s Undue Burdens.
Panel 1:
For more than twenty years, I've lived and worked on a farm in Kentucky.
[image of two farmers in field, digging carrots]

Panel 2:

| consider myself an artist, working undercover as a farmer.

[image is diagrammatic self-portrait, confident stance, in farmer garb, holding a bundle of carrots
in ene hand and a digging fork in the other, with labels pointing out features]

= iconic straw sunhat, misshapen from being worn in rain
= 3 shirt from thrift store
= natural-fiber clothing that can later be used as rags, then left outside until picked up by a
bird for nest-building
Panel 3:
There’s freedom in this life, even when it's most difficult—because | choose it.
ME: Some critter took a bite out of every single tomato!
DAVID: We're wasting our time.
ME: Well, we can't take them to market, but I'll cut them up and can them...
Panel 4;

Butin unexpected wavys, where vou live and what vou do can become who vou are,
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For more than twenty years,

Pencils
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iconic straw sunhat,
warped ﬁom bcing worn
in rain

Vve lived and worked on a farm in Kentucky.

$3 shirt from thrift store




Inks

How will this be split on
mobile? How’s the text
size looking? Does
anything look weird?

Color

Time to proofread!

N

I've lived and worked
=ZZEP on a farm in Kentucky.

1 consider myself an artist,
working undercover as a farmer.

iconic straw
sunhat, warped
from being worn
N rain

$3 shirt

FrAam thrift

" I've lived and worked
on a farm in Kentucky.

I consider myself an artist,
working undercover as a farmer.

ICONIC STRAW SUNHAT, __-
WARPED FROM BEING
WORN IN RAIN

$3 swrTFROM ____/B

THRIFT STORE

NATURAL=FIBER I



| Went to Kentucky’s Last Abortion Clinic

Reproductive rights are dwindling across the country, despite the Supreme

Court ruling against “undue burdens” to abortion access.
f
by Arwen Donahue
Posted August 31st, 2018
=
&

" TI've lived and worked
on a farm in Kentucky.




