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Taiwan — May 2017
Dear Listener,

It is with extreme joy that tonight we begin our committed partnership between
the most important institution of chamber music in North America (if not the
world), the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, and Taiwanese-based Bach
Inspiration Music and Cultural Association. This collaboration promises throughout
these next few years that you will experience the world's finest artists and most
unforgettable performances of beloved treasures of the chamber music repertoire.
We are beyond grateful for the visionary collaboration we have found in Bach
Inspiration, and their strong desire to bring CMS to you. For this, our partnership's
inaugural performance, our program presents some of our favorite repertoire,
not to menticn thrilling feats of artistic mastery, culminating in an extraordinary,
firework-like display of virtuosity at the hands of our incredible performers.

‘We begin this evening with Strauss' enchanting Sextet for Strings, from his operatic
work Capriccio. For players, the genre of the string sextet is one of the most
enjoyable in chamber music; we predict that the joy our artists have in playing will
soon be matched by your affection for the music. We follow this with Dvorak's
Quintet in A major, a showcase of expression from a master craftsman, and a favorite
among chamber musicians.

The second half of the program presents a pairing of Mendelssohn; the Andante
and Scherzo performed tonight by the incomparable Escher Quartet, and his String
Octet, a composition of unforgettable melodies, intoxicating harmonies, and the
highest level of compositional skill.

The combination of these four masterpieces could not present a better grouping of
universally beloved chamber works, and we are delighted that you have joined us for
this remarkable celebration of virtuosic artistry at the highest level. We look forward
to building our chamber music relationship with you, and cannot wait to see you
back on our next visit!

‘With best wishes,
DAVID FINCKEL and WU HAN

Artistic Directors
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
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R. Strauss: Sextet for Strings from Capriccio, Op. 85 (194041, arr. 1943)

A. Dvorak: Quintet in A major for Piano, Two Violins, Viola, and Cello,
B. 155, Op. 81 (1887)

Intermission

F. Mendelssohn: Andanite and Scherzo for String Quartet, Op. 81 (1847)

F. Mendelssohn: Octet in E-flat major for Strings, Op. 20 (1825)

Duration: about 100 minutes
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