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Dr. Pamela Burke

"I'm inspired by the incredible vision, perseverance and cooperation
within the family and beyond expressed with precise details and analogies
(e.g., pole vaulting!). | can imagine the deep sense of purpose, effort, and
emotion of each person . The piece is a wonderful mix of memory, love,
cultural anthropology, and insight wrapped up in great storytelling. I'm so
glad she got windows because she brings light to so many.”

-- Dr. P. Burke, New Jersey State Council on the Arts Fellowship Grant

Recipient (Fiction), Columbia University Instructor
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Dr. John Anderson

Faisu, in her opening story bearing the same title as the book, talks to
her grandfather at his grave. Through this spiritual communication, Faisu
allows us an emotional and intimate glimpse into the lives of the native
Tsou people of Taiwan, thus drawing us into the interesting
anthropological lore contained in the chapters that follow. As a scholar
familiar with California (USA) native American traditions, | am struck by
the similarities of Tsou spiritual beliefs and practices with those of many
native Americans. | enjoyed the book very much. ( f@#z )
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GREETINGS FROM NEW JERSEY ----- AND SEEn YEN QUAI-a LUAW-(Happy New Year!)

Hello! I'm Cort Smith, the English editor. | hope my video message finds you all well.

It's been a long journey, though sometimes it seems like it began just the other day. I've been privileged to have had with me as my intrepid
guide, Yao, to lead me through the mostly alien—to me—Ilandscape that is Taiwan and more specifically, its indigenous mountain people—folks for
whom | have now—thanks to Fa-i-su and her wondrous tales—great admiration and respect. Taiwan no longer seems 8,000 miles away.

My involvement in this book project came about entirely by chance. My wife Barbara and Yao happen to be in the same local art class, and
Barbara just happened to be standing near Yao, when he asked if anyone knew of an editor. Barbara said, why yes, I'm married to one.

One thing led to another, and Yao and | set off upon a path where in the course of our translating and editing work we tripped over roots and
rocks, encountered dead ends, detours and the complexities and vagaries that came with our assigned territory ... while trying to accurately express
the essence of Fa-i-su's intent. | admit that |, for one, was not so fleet and agile in this endeavor as was Fa-i-su navigating the mountain trails of her
youth ... with the ease of, as she wrote, a mountain goat. | will admit too that the coffee and pastries Yao and | sometimes consumed along the way
helped smooth over any setbacks!

There is a margin for error in the transfer of a story—or any form of communication—from one language, and culture, to another. You probably
know the children’s game that's played all over the world, that in the US is called the “telephone game.” You sit in a circle. The first player makes up a
message and whispers it to the second, who whispers it to the third, and so on. The point is that errors, factual and otherwise, increase
exponentially as the message is passed around the circle. Luckily, our circle was smaller.

Well, now my work—our work—is done, and | hope we have done it well. How exciting to welcome a new world of readers to Fa-i-su’s
marvelous book!

In closing I'd like to say to you: GON SHEE FARH TSAI (wishing you prosperity) *
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Dr. Pamela Burkef& 7t
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Dr. Pamela G602 F X 218 (gnepns)

Hello everyone!

Congratulations on this wonderful achievement.

| was lucky to be reading some of the chapters as they were being translated and | couldn’t wait for the next one. It's great to see
them all in one place.

There is a story in the book about building a house and the author describes how her entire family would sit around the fire at
sunset shelling peas, weaving, polishing rice, and talking — talking about the events of the day and telling stories.

She describes it as “...an intimate time, a chance for family members of all generations to share their joys, and their sadness.”

Well, for me, this entire book is an invitation to understand and appreciate and feel the joys and sadness of an entire people and a
unique land.

So thank you for bringing us English-speakers all around the world into your family and traditions.

The historical and cultural and literary significance of this work is extraordinary and beyond that, what it does for me is that it
brings us all together able to see ourselves as one world, sharing a very precious land. That is a terrific gift. Thanks again.*
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Dr. John Anderson &2 xR FE REE NI K E (a scholar
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Faisu, in her opening story bearing the same title as the book, talks to her grandfather at his grave. Through this
spiritual communication, Faisu allows us an emotional and intimate glimpse into the lives of the native Tsou people of
Taiwan, thus drawing us into the interesting anthropological lore contained in the chapters that follow. As a scholar
familiar with California (USA) native American traditions, | am struck by the similarities of Tsou spiritual beliefs and
practices with those of many native Americans.

In her talk with her Ak'i (grandfather), Faisu expresses guilt that she and her family 'forgot' about him for 51 years,
never sweeping or visiting his grave. She mentions to him that she realizes it had not been Tsou custom in the past to
attend to the dead so devotedly and she seems to wonder about it, to the extent of apologizing to her Ak'i for
seeming so 'uncaring.' Indeed, the reader may have those same thoughts. As a scholar of native American spiritual
practices, | see parallels that may provide some explanation, both for the general reader and for other scholars on
these subjects. For example, the Chumash of Southern California traditionally 'forgot' about the newly dead in order
to help their dead break from the emotional ties to their past life and physical pleasures. In Chumash tradition,
Scorpion Woman assists souls, toward the end of their journey on the 'path of the dead,’ by stinging them so they will
forget the life they just left and be content while waiting in the celestial paradise to be reborn. Perhaps, like the
Chumash, the Tsou deliberately ignored their dead, thus assisting them to continue on the 'path of the dead' toward
reincarnation, when their family might see them again. This is a topic that would be fascinating to learn more about
from the Tsou people. | enjoyed the book very much.

Dr. John Anderson*
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