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Uchronia Is a wcbsite-basced artwork about Talwanesc Identity and history. It was
created by Chen Jhen. Hsiang=Yun Huang and Uitra Combos, in collaboration with
many athera. Uchronia, A portmantaau of utopia and chronos, refera to fictional time-
perlods of our world: recoonstructed pasts, presents and speoulative futures. The
interactive website offers a new way of looking at Taiwan's history from a uchronian
perspective.

Taiwan underwent multiple waves of colonizution and. following World War I, & period
of authoritarian regime. Its colonial history is marked by Spain, the Netherlands. the
Chincsc Ming government and Japan. Curremly, inhabitants of Talwan struggle to
(re)discover or establish thelr own kientity, finding themselves caught In the middle of a
powenr game hatween Mainland China and the 11 S A This raicas interralated quastione
of identity, historical truth and the idea of Nation, as the official Taiwancse history had
heen written and rewritten by the imposing authorities throughout the island's pasl.

Uchronia aims to reveal power structures underlying identity and providea artistic
alternatives to create hybrid imaginative identities, evoking a rethinking of the
methodology of history.

Initiators - Hsiang-Yun Huang, Beatriz Blooh, Chen Jhen

First Stage Content Design @ Chen Jhen, Hsiang-Yun Huang, Pin Chun Lin, Sheng Wen
Lo, Lin Tung, Yu Shang Huang, Beatriz Bloch

Last Stage Content Design : Chen JhenHslang-Yun Huang, Pin Chun Lin

Concept : Chen Jhen, Hsiang-Yun Huang

Viaual Darign ' Chan Jhan

Interactive Design : Chen Jhen, Hslang-Yun Huang

Programming - Mark Liang

Kdentity Workskop Propoaal | Hslang-Yun Huang, Fan Wu, , Ghen Jhen. Aasisted by Pin
Chun Lin, Yu Shang Huang, Wel Lce.

Xdentity Workshop Executive Staff - Fan Wu, Shin Chang, Pin Chun Lin, Hsiang=Yun
Huang

Xdentity Workshop Film Crew - Fan Wy, 1-Ju Lin, Shao Wen Liang

Xdontity Workshop Participants - Androw Weng, Su Shin, Sunny Lyu. Kim Soonim,
Anthony Chin, lan Maxwell, Shun Peng Liu. The final stories were adapted by Hsiang-
Yun Huang

Xdentity Workshop Site Cuoperation  Thinkers' Theatre, Lightbox Photo Library
Xdantity Warkshap Pramatian Danparation ! Tranclcia Sicters Acsasiation, Anrillant
Time hookstore, TCAC (Taipei Contemporary Art Center)

Fictive Nation tags and images collections - Chen Jhen, Hsiang-Yun Huang, Pin Chun
Lin, Yu Shang Huang, Shin Chang, Rok Kranjc, Ching Chiu, Fanny Chao, Gasper Tavzelj
Taiwaneae Hiatory Conaultant ! Pin Chun Lin

English Transators ' Hsiang=Yun Huang. Shin Chang

English Editor : Rok Kranjc

Specinl Thanks : Bax Vroege, FramerFramed
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ABOUT

In the seetian Xdentity. by shifting tram “
" wo the idoa of “1"

forme of identity. The focus on “I” entails the

dangers of exclusivity which can lead to specitio

tormations of national identity and divisions

hasad on ethnlsity and blaad kinship, which ara

than Inkan nw axcuses for systemic violenos,
radical nutionalism or racism. In erder lo
doconstruct and reframe theso tormes of
identity. we aim to provide an alternative mode
of identity tormation. The user choeses storles
halanging ta thraa distinat satagarizations:

f idenlily, cullues idnntily und
idenlily thal goos boyond secial or vven striclly

human domains.

The atarlas ware mada during a storytalling
warkahop with participanta with dinsperie
buchgrounds. The slorivs under the sume
culogorivs use the sume story slruclure bul
contain different content, creating the
appearance as if the same story repeats itselt in
dittarant variatiana. In this way raal-lifte steries
and fictive stories brcome compositas, ereating
u wpace for mulually understunding of the past
and crealing now fulures narealives.

By the mixing of
and the thran lavals of idantity, the wahslite
Allows usars ta arante a hyhrid-identity for
thomselves. Wo hope tho website will serve as «
starting point W create a new form of identity,
Xdentity - one that drifts between similarity and
difference, placed In-between human, non-
human, and bayond the hordars af our thought

When the whales colonized the Earth, the whole island
was made to sink into the sea, becoming an underwater
nation. All the terrestrial animals were forced to put on
respirators and learn to communicate with sea
creatures using water sound waves.

However, due to limitations of the human ear, there Is
a whala ranga of audio fraguancias that the humans
couldn’t hear. Therefore, human beings that couldn't
cammunicate with aquatic life beoame regarded as the
lowest class of citizens. Every year, there were
thousands af surviving humons yeorning to roturn to
solid land

MAKE AN IDENTITY

When the whales colonized the Earth, the whole island
was made to sink into the sea, becoming an underwater
nation. All the terrestrial animals were forced to put on
respirators and learn to communicate with sea
creatures using water sound waves

However, due to limitations of the human ear, there Is
a whala ranga of audio fraguancias that tha humans
couldn't hear. Thereiore, human beings that couldn't
ocammunicate with aquatic life becoame regardaed as the
lowest class of citizens. Every year, there were
thousnnds of surviving humons yeorning to roturn to
solid land

MAKE AN IDENTITY

respirators and learn to communicate

orcatures using water sound waves.

Howover, duc to limitations of the human car, there is
a whole range of audio frequencies that the humans
couldn’t hear. Therelore, human beings that couldn’t
communicate with aquatic life became regarded as the
lowest class of citizens. Every year, there were
thousands of surviving humans yearning to return to
solid land

When the whales colonized the Earth, the whole Island
was made to sink into the sea, becoming an underwater
nation. All the terrestrial animals were forced to put on
respirators and learn to communicate with sea
creatures using water sound waves,

However, due to limitations of the human ear, there Is
a whale range of audia frequencics that the humar
couldn't hear. Therefore, human beings that couldn't
oammunicate with aquatie life beanme regarded ax the
lowest class of citizens. Every year, there were
thousands af surviving humans yearning te roturn to

solid land

MAKE AN NEW IDENTITY
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