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Island Festoon, a beautiful name, are a series of islands in the Western Pacific. The shapes when seen on a
map look like a wreath. It is an island chain formed by sea-floor plate and volcanic movements over millions
of years. Taiwan is a young island located in the middle of the Festoon. The natural environment is full of
wrinkles caused by time and plate movement.

The February 6th Hualien earthquake in 2018 touched off the birth of the first edition of the Fault Line Art
Festival. From the frequent earthquakes of Hualien, this island arc, extending from north to south, connects
many interpretations in different cultural contexts through art. The regional issues in the field of life
correspond to each node in the globalization link.

From the perspective of topology, humans have had an impact on the evolution of history, such as the
divisions of administrative districts and national boundaries. On the other hand, the Earth and nature also
have their own boundaries, for example, plate faults. The Milun Fault that caused the Hualien earthquake
begins at Chihsingtan Beach, passes through Hualien City, and carries on southeast to the South Coast.
It looks like a 7-kilometer curve that carves a piece of Hualien city into Pacific Ocean. One side is on the
Philippine plate and the other is on the Eurasian plate.

The boundaries of the plate do not respect the rhythm of humanity. It will not divert because of national
territory. It will not notify us before an earthquake strikes. However, the natural boundaries and human
boundaries are overlapping in the same space. The Milun fault strikes every sixty years and this land on the
east side of Hualien City may be separated into a small island in a thousand years.

The Fault Line Art Festival, initiated by civil society, is part of the reconstruction work taking place since the
February 6th earthquake. | will try to talk about the phenomena and relationships between the context of
human life and the context of earth plate from the perspective of contemporary art. It is a proper time to have
a distance to look at it and not to forget after one year of the earthquake. Following the fault line, we have
invited three artists to develop artworks and to explore three levels of discussion.

Yu-Song Wang - The common memory and the approaching of conceptual objects

"Hualien's White Light House" won the first prize of the 2017 Taipei Arts Award. The content of the work is
about the common memory of Hualien 38 years ago, and the white lighthouse that was blown up to facilitate
the expansion of Hualien Port. Wang used several ways to approach Hualien's White Light House, which no
longer exists. However, it is always impossible to reproduce it. The concept of an "invisible object" became
clear in this process.

Chih-Hung Liu - The coexistence of the ambiguity of life and space
The work "Dashed Line": The artist will arrange a giant illuminated dashed line on the grass on the banks of
the Milun River to have a conversation with the environment. The work serves as an interface layer to ask
questions and express thoughts. The dashed line with its own concept is compared to life and space category.
It points to the virtual-real, existential-hidden coexistence and opposition.

Kayako Nakashima - Difference of culture and connection of creative experience

In the work "Layer", the artist tries to discuss the life level that people ignore unconsciously through a
collapsed building that became a parking lot. Knee-high, and low-wall fences are spread over the grass; it
brings some fun. Children can run and jump here. The surface of the low wall is interspersed with tiles, but it
points to the collapsed house. In the evening, the entrance to the low wall will light up; the invisible house in
the dark is faintly formed in memory and imagination.

Curator Te-Mao LEE
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The idea of this piece of work originated from the thought
of me wanting to go sketching. What | intended to
create was not something visible, but a work created by
experiencing the non-objective elements in the dimension
through the concept of sketching, the behavior itself.
Nevertheless, | figured that the idea of sketching is about
creators' mindsets and feelings during the whole process,
instead of the object. What audience is able to do is simply
imagine the creators' behavior through their works.

As for my object, it all began when | was a high school
student and read an article written by Yang Mu, by which
I'came to know the existence of the white lighthouse,
which had been destroyed to allow for the expansion of
the port. In high school, Yang always gazed at the sea
and the lighthouse outside the classroom. He would
try to approach it, even if he had to skip classes. Due
to the different settings in time and space, | looked out
of the same window when | was in high school. | was
unwittingly lured by this white lighthouse and it grew in
my imagination. Ever since then, | have wanted to come
close to this legendary object.
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Taiwan is located in the active seismic belt of the Eurasia
plate in the western Pacific Ocean. This fact has been the
cause of many painful memories in the past; one day last
year, we were reminded that we live in the neighborhood
of earthquakes because of the sudden activity of the Milun
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The location of a broken building | saw in the news
was a parking lot when | visited Hualien. | don't know
anything about the building. It's a place of memories for
someone, but | only see a normal parking lot. It's a little
lonely. Conversely, however, every landscape has layers
of invisible time and memory. We live on many changing
layers. That is a matter of course, but we can easily forget
what is invisible.
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