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o TFEE

HER : 2023/9/18(—)& 2023/9/24(H)

o\ ilee: EEEEHITESR
Immortal Variables Tech Weck Schedule in Taiwan
Dy D/ Time Deescripticon Call ime&note
K G REN (Wi
Stp. 18 (Moa) 918 B ER
RGO 1 00 Lodimg & LX pre-h nd & =t saditorinm & Mark &LED =rip pre-hang an e I . S
W20 | SwEE  mAEEE - AT - BE0 pHEE - Ew - Rs
1200-1300 Lunch 4
Day 1 AT LX pre-hang & sound & subste sstup & s:" riaing LED srip pre-hang R B T
LI |smen - sems - cesesn 0% - meaw it
1700-1500 Dur_;[_?ij
AL sysiem and Focus & sound system & LED smip po g & Actylic pre-hang m
(- 10, - B - SWAGE - AN - B i -
Stp. 19 (Tue) 919
0900-1200  |LX Focus & Acrylic pre-hang #418 - REFT TR0 e Z_;f.
Day 2 1 200-1 3040 Lunch <-4
1300-1700 Set acrylic and LED strip & sound check METETD - IBEEE - TEREE BT TR
1700-1500 Dinper 3.4
1800-2200 Set coe & backstnge setop T8I0 - HEEESEES (WM - REEGE )
Stp. 20 (Wed) 920 St BN
0900-1200 Set cue & =t intercome £ % GO - ZEEAneroome 00 15 - FE 0 1000 T
1200-1300 Lupch & i-
1300-1400 Soand level EER
Day 3 1400-15 Inic Cosume & mic check ¥ - BEET
1500-17 Spacing B RiELr
1700-1 Dinper 348
18000-1 Preset & mic check W - BEET
1500-2 Technical Dress Rehearsal ¥ 8504
Stp, 21 (Thur) W21 EHIA
1000 Tech Noss PGS
Lunch 4
Tech noie & makeop PV GRS - BRSO 1 SO00H i
Day 4 Dinner 3598
Preset & mic check EHINER - BFET
Ciress Richearsal §8555
Mot HEEC
Tech note BTN
':I;u 2 an IR
TBD f¥ieoal
Tech note & makeup PGS - B MHTHT 1 5000 T T
. Dinner 48
Dy 5 Preset & mic check BUER - MEPRT
Cipen hoouss B A B
Fremiers 53
Cocictil party & HMFE Part &
':I;u ‘~f5:||1 23 HHS
1000-1200 TBD & Makeup P #G5RET - TIRHETC O ik
1200-1300 Lupch 548
1300-1400 Preset & mic check BUER - BEPHT
1400-1430 Open hoouss B A 8
1430-1600 Shows? HiH2
Day6  [1600-1700 Mote & break 8 - fE8L
1700- 1500 Dinper 348
1500-1900 Preset & mic check & set camern HHIERE - BEET - kETH
1500-1930 Open hoase B
Show#3 il o i )
Poat-prefoamance Talks 3 RERE
Mote HEEC
124 W EE
TBD & Makeup PEaSorind - HREIC (DOCHT i B
Lunch 4
Preset & mic check FRIER - BEHT
Day 7 Oipen hoouse B A8
Show#d Hi4
STRIEE #f&
Chinner ¥
STRIKE & Load out ffss - R EaR= i HIE
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2023.10.06
2023.10.07
2023.10.07
2023.10.08

11) 20:00 Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice, Funan
15:00 Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice, Funan
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7%) 20:00 Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice, Funan
H) 15:00 Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice, Funan
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o TFEE

HE8 : 2023/9/18(—)& 2023/9/24(H)

Activity

Production

Creatives

Venue

Remarks

projector

1-Oct | Sun 2200 - 0000 [Setdelivery to venue Celest
TBC Cast run blocking or lines At NYT
LX rig and patch Celest
Set soft goods Miao Miao
0900 - 1300 3 Yi Xuan
Mark stage
Wanwen Chee Wai
Open set
1300 - 1400 (Lunch
Set installation Chee Wai
Install LED Adrian
2-Oct | Mon LX troubleshoot
1400 - 1800 [Rig projectors and surtitle boards Celest Not called | As required
Run signal Techx 2
Sound set
oun .se up o Jean Vick
Prep mics at radio city
Setup backstage + dressing rooms| Miao Miao
1800 - 1900 |Dinner YiXuan
Wanwen
Cont. sound setup .
Chee Wai
1900 - 2300 |Cent. setand LED installation Adrian
Cont. projectors setup / Focus Vick
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3-Oct

Tues

Activity

Production

Creatives

Venue

Remarks

TBC Cast run blocking or lines AtNYT
Celest
0900 - 1300 [LX focus Miao Miao | A an
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
1300 - 1400 |Lunch
Set LX palettes Adrian
1400 - 1500
Sound system tuning Celest Vick
Miao Miao
LX plot
P Yi Xuan Adrian
Sound plot Vick Not called | Asrequired
1500 - 1800 P Wanwen o
Check surtitles Yee Kiat Chee Wai
Nelson
Set touch ups
1800 - 1900 |Dinner
Cont. LX plot Celest
1900 -2245 |Cont. sound plot Miao Miao Adrian
Yi Xuan Vick
Cont. set touch ups (if needed) Wanwen Chee Wai
2245 - 2300 |Pack up/end of day Jean?
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Activity

Production

Croatives

Venue

Remarks

4-Oct

Wed

1000 - 1200 [Technical clean ups

1200 - 1300 |Lunch

1230 -1300 |[Castcall / getinto costume

1300 - 1330 |Cast orientation

1330-1430 [Mic up and checks

1430 -1800 |Technical rehearsal

1800 - 1900 |Dinner

1900 - 1930 Mic up and checks / get into

costume

1930 -2130 |Technical rehearsal

2130-2200 |Demic/Get out of costume
2200 End of day

Celest
Miao Miao
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
Jean
Yee Kiat

As required

Nelson
Adrian
Chee Wai
Vick

All cast

As required

Activity

Production

Croatives

Venue

Remarks

5-Oct

Thurs

Cast call / get into costume

1300 - 1500 |Preset checks

Mic up and checks
1500 - 1600 |Technical run
1600 - 1730 |Technical notes
1730 - 1830 |Dinner

Cast hair and makeup
1830 - 2000 |Preset checks

Mic checks
2000 - 2130 |Full dress rehearsal #1
2130 - 2245 |Technical notes
2245 -2300 |Reset/end of day

Celest
Miao Miao
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
Jean
Yee Kiat

Nelson
Adrian
Chee Wai
Vick

All cast

As required

With photography
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6-Oct

Fri

Activity

Cast hair and makeup

1230-1400 [Venue preset checks
Clear console to control room
1400 - 1500 Mic up and checks
Preset checks
1500 - 1630 [Full dress rehearsal #2
1630-1700 [Notes
1700 - 1800 [Dinner
Venue preset checks
1800 - 1930 |Mic up and checks
Touch up hair and makeup
1930 -2000 |House open
2000 - 2130 |Performance #1
130 - 2230 House clear / reset

Drink & Talk at foyer

Production

Celest
Miao Miao
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
Jean
Yee Kiat

Creatives

Nelson
Adrian
Chee Wai
Vick

All cast

Venue

As required

Remarks

20




Production

Croatives

Venue

Remarks

7-Oct

Sat

Activity

Hair and makeup in dressing room

1200 - 1300
Venue preset checks
1300- 1430 |Mic up and checks
1430 -1500 |House open
1500 - 1630 |Performance #2
House clear / reset
1630 -1700
Drink & Talk at foyer
1700 - 1800 |Dinner
Venue preset checks
Mic up and checks
1800 - 1930
Touch up hair and makeup
Setup for videography
1930 - 2000 |House open
2000 - 2130 |Performance #3
House clear/ reset
2130-2230

Drink & Talk at foyer

Celest
Miao Miao
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
Jean
Yee Kiat

As required

All cast

As required

With videography

Activity

Production

Creatives

Remarks

8-Oct

Sun

Hair and makeup in dressing room

1200 -1300

Venue preset checks
1300- 1430 [Mic up and checks
1430 -1500 |House open
1500 - 1630 |Performance #4
1630 -1700 |Drink & Talk at foyer
1630 - 2030 |Strike

Celest
Miaoc Miao
Yi Xuan
Wanwen
Jean
Yee Kiat

As required

All cast

As required

21
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[DAY 1]

- THREMFHEE

2024 F£1 A9 HEF 11:30 FAHE - S-SR exRe RS EERN
1AEE SFEEM /0 (Perlman Performing Arts Center) - &2 911 Z#&HE T

R=

DERFEPNERRE  HEXEHMEZOARIF - SN+ AR -

ISPA BBF-—HERKBEDENIANERTS BB 75 FEE MENE
FEIBZ—EZ ISPANEE - B2 - BEEN LRSEBNE 202F 7 - 2XE
SN (BREHE) - BROKINREBE "MERO2ME . - —BERES
BE - ZRMLZBEN - Bl EXRIEEE " REZMERBREER, 515
EERaZEMIMKSEN (UEZE) BHhEMBRSEA -

W
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RSANEISHNEBA - REE - EXEESR - BBENFE ; A0/ \BIiTeEK
RERANBHIELSIENEM ERER , I BEEMERNKREA | KREE

NKEBEERERERE

TMREBKBERERIEE  BRIRABERE!

"R - FREE  REREALENEESEAT ! |

"B | BIMRWEREAILS  BIESBEREARNLEE ! MEIEWER - H

GERBMRAET !

"R MERA "szﬁlz—ﬂﬁl%;’sia’ﬂ’ﬁu% MBEERRMUNERRENERBEEEE ST

g & - BN ES -

y
Y

Sy

e

| I
[IL‘EH T

N
s

2K

EAMEENEFEISEREHEEMMINEE ? GHAZEERAETR - E2 AT
AENT - ZERBERU—CS 2 NSRS ESG 48 ﬂ?e%ffﬁiﬁg
IRiE - ROAIBS5 ? Al BREAZEN |

MODERATOR: COLLETTE BRENNAN
THE ROAD NOT TAKEN -
SUSTAINABLE TOURING

ROSS MANSON, ZAIDA RICO, IPHIGENIA TAXOPOULOU,
ANDJINYIM

= R coLETERE
THE ROAD NOT TAKEN -
SUSTAINABLE TOURING

ZAIDA RICO

o BB

RS PN HRE IR ERMEANERIE4E Rachel Cooper AHAME
FRFAR  RRER KBRZ SREAN HZWELFTEBNE FEHE) -
R TANR HMBMEHAS —ESSSNMESE  £25 L EEEENEARE
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Emily Ansenk IR - it —ERR|EN LBE ] E2I0E - RHERIEE =R
MEEERBIF - MEFORIMNE - BE—EaEZREEZXEAWIAH - 2R
BAR - HMEE : "7 20 F£H[O3 ISPA #EFm - 4 7 ARRAT - #HE
BRAVEs - mEEESEREEN - BT ENZHRES -

[DAY 2]

- THBEMHES

F_XR—F  HgnBiEERFEREIIRSME  SEEUEHREEA 60cm x
60cm NEEERE - WEFRERERT R - BN LEBRKERMEAS T
BULISER  BEES  SHEBXR 2 RETAKEBRINRET - BIHERS
mesE BEUFREER/BESMIH IR NERS -
SE2EKBHILE RIFRE - FERHANPLOREEZEHERIGIBRAMIE
WMEPLEERE - PHERREBEZFRMSE |
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[DAY 3]

- THREMHFES

F=ARNER 73UEPL - EToEwEE - g% RMPERREEES
BEUKE AESHN/NE RERMEE IS ASEN—H  £5WA0Z HK
PAEEBEMBEED)NMITE - BRRE 90 28 - ARWAERNTAEER LR
AR 1 EREEBRZANZE P —UFEARD  RSEMEERFEEMR NG
REFRAMFRBLERTT NG ? ERWOESGE ? HMERRRARBREBERE
BEMHEERES URSEBRFKEBEER VRS MESRAEAREESE
AMEEM D EASCREZEAEH B2 R HFFFEEZ2MK A/ EEL
EwHAEHEE - LY MEMNFEZMRIR - BEE2REREA/TITHNSG
2 SHEREEGS ZMRUMESCERNEY  BF/TE RE- - ®HE-
HE - 2 - ARBGRS  BEXZIHER - J7EEUER -

FREEE MRS —EEERTT -  EMEUTEFRELZEENSZREML
ZENEENRIFEIEARBEIM TS - AUAZRNBES - /5 - &
NERREE P E—ER - AFFMERREER - SMABT RESE 500 AIE -

B

%

s N T =

BELEEZA  SEFEANNTERSR 25 LBR —UaZENTE
B BMANE T (RR2@) - (OB=&eS) SfFm- B& FBELAN - B
BEEFIMS - MIRGREATHRE (BRe) - BRERELNFEBRSEE
RAFE  AIDLKOE - BR - S IBEERIFRE (FHEL) RAE -
BER—BNG - REEEF/ALRERILEE ¢ - S EEmEEEr0 - 2
NABER . TIRmERN  REEIRBCRERE | L - IR - EYREEE A
EEE - dpEtNAZRRIIREBSE - & "WBHEERR, -

BIZR
g

LA MAMA ZFrBEEBISESRIFEN - BRAXZIMNZR Ellen Stewart /R 1961
FHTEREEZEZE - Bl LA MAMA SMIMNEZERS  RBEATEIERE -

ZEEBUMMEE  KMFHEXFEES - Sl - KEEEBEBHR - REBZA
HEMZRREL  EERATEEMRNATERPL - AIFFREYS  BHIER
HYEIEFEK AT AERERAENTE-RFSBTHILEREIS
1518 - FRIFEREY - R F eZRIGERRNEF |
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FMEHFERIAY  —EEZREEERERE  BAIARIER - BECMiE
BITEROMEFHAK Y -

VA Panama BI35EE - REBEEERE - Ellen EHHZTHREBMABHR - 15
SIER - LA ARE - —EERIBISTE - thHMARBE—REHRFEE - K
ZERF Sl - ZEGCREEENERZ  \+Z5E FEEEHCHAEGM
£ HRESER - HiMMSESEHFREZUENR 2141 - Ktz
BHEH - SFREZMSUENBBERYED

RIR.
4TH FLODR
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o T1FEE

HEH : 2024/1/9(Z2) & 2024/1/11(M)

F18 Hsiu-wei
Sun 17

12:30 SFO Delta 2262
Beatrice departs Terminal 2

17:35 TPE CI12 Hsiu-wei
departs

19:20 JFK Hsiu-wei arrives
Terminal 4

21:15 JFK Beafrice arrives

Millennium Hotel Broadway
Times Square, 145 W 44th
St

=5 Beatrice
Mon 1/8

Artechouse, 439 W 15th
Si, hitps:iiwww.
artechouse.
com/lacation/nyc/

Taipei Cultural Center,
1East42nd 5t, TthF
TEEHEI D

A Both
Tue 1/9

11:30-15:45 ISPA Check-in,
Perelman Performnce Arts
Center, 251 Fulton St (E Train
42 St-Port Authority to World
Trade Center)

13:30-16:45 ISPA opening
and sessions

17:30-20:30 ISPA Reception,
Bryant Park Grill, 25 W. 40th
St

158:00 Hamilton, Richard
Rodgers Theatre, 226 West
46th Street, New York, NY
10036 (You'll receive your
tickets as barcodes 24 hours
before the event.)

21:30- ISPA Cash Bar,
Tanner Smith's, 204 W. 55th
St

2024{R67. WETHAFISPATE
Wed 1/10 Thu 1711 Fri 1112 sat1/13
Halls des Lumieres, 49
09:00-16:35 ISPA Registration, 09:00-15:00 ISPA Registration, E“am’f’ﬁ ds"”lee‘-. hPS:  0-43 SFQ Beatrice
Perelman Center Perelman Center naldesiumierss. o 5yee

10:00-11:45 Pitch New Works,

Perelman Center

11:45-13:45 ProEx Lunch,
Convene, 1 Liberty St.

14:00-17:25 |SPA sessions,
Perelman Center

19:00 Attic Projects Volcano,
St Ann's Ware House, 45
Water St, Brooklyn (F to York
St | AJC to High St. | 2/3 to
Clark 5t, plus 10-15 minufes
walk)

21:30- I3PA Cash Bar, Tanner
Smith's, 204 W. 55th St.

28

10:00-11:30 coffee klatch,

Baryshnikov Arts Center, 450 West

37th St
HRmENE LR

11:30-13:00 lunch

13:00-13:30, performance

13:35-16:45 sessions, awards

18:00-20:00 Closing Reception,
Versa, 218 W. 35th St

20:30 Of the Nightingale | Envy the

Fate, MOTUS, The Club @ La

MaMa, 74 East 4th Street (between

Bowery & Second Avenue)

21:30- ISPA Cash Bar, Tanner
Smith's, 204 W. 55th St

com/en/chagall-pans-
new-york

20:00 Joyce Theatre, 175 23:40 JFK Hsiu-wei Cl11

Eighth Av

21:00 JFK Terminal 8
American Aiflines 177
Beatrice departs

Taipei Cultural Center,
1East42nd 5t, TthF
EEF i il

Terminal 4
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Yk %k Y 7% Review: Immortal Variables (/\{lIZZ#1) by

Nine Years Theatre and Hsing Legend Youth Theatre
(Contemporary Legend Theatre)

() BY BAKCHORMEEBOY # COMMENTS 0

\Z OCTOBER 12. 2023

" et et A e

Double crossing meoles and a convoluted revenge plots weigh down this cross-country

collaborative effort

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, international theatre collaborations are few and far
between. But with things finally more or less back to normal, epportunities have risen
once again for old friendships to be reignited, and projects once shelved to be put back on

the production line once more.

In the works since 2018, Nine Years Theatre (NYT) and Hsing Legend Youth Theatre (the
vouth wing of Taiwan's Contemporary Legend Theatre)'s joint project immortal Variables
sees NYT artistic director Nelson Chia lead a cast of Singaporean actors and young
Taiwanese Chinese Opera-trained performers in an original play. Directed and written
by Nelson, Immortal Variables takes inspiration from the legendary eight immortals in
Chinese mythology, symbolising prosperity and good fortune, and reimagines them as
an anti-government resistance group in a technologically-advanced near future republic

city.
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The play itself surrounds an anti-government insurgence plot when the eight immortals
kidnap the President (Howie Chu Po-Cheng), who has devised a plan to turn the city into
a totalitarian state through subtle mind contrel via social media channels. Holding him
captive, the immortals demand him to release an “ultimate password' that will allow
them to disable the programme, or face destruction of the entire system when they hack
into it, plunging the city into chaos. But having taken the President's intelligence and
willingness for granted, what ensues is a cat-and-mouse game where the two sides

resort to codes, lies and moles to ensure victory.

The overarching concept behind Immortal Variables is novel and an interesting step
towards the sci-fi direction for NYT, exemplified in the set by Wong Chee Wai and
lighting by Adrian Tan. The stage has been overlaid with clear panels in a grid-like
formation, with patterns that resemble a circuit board. During scene changes, these
flash various colours to represent the world's technological themes, while clear plastic
chalrs and tables are used to similarly give the play a futuristic sheen. Vick Low’s
electronic-inclined sound design makes us imagine sparks of information on the

internet superhighway, as the tension ramps up.
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Designing the costumes are Taiwanese students Ke Wang Jia-Le and Huang Chih-Hao
from the Department of Fashion Design at Shu-Te University, who have crafted costumes
that take inspiration from more traditional Chinese silhouettes. Actors primarily don
multiple pieces, each character given their own distinct outfit that matching their
personality, from the more militaristic coat donned by Ryan Ang, to the grander, blue
coat donned by Mia Chee, reflecting her status. Even if they are given few lines, one can
easily imagine their backstories and position from the moment one lays eyes on them.

Immortal Variables is hugely ambitious, with plenty of ideas that writer Nelson Chia
wants to include in it, from warning about the dangers of absolute power, corruption via
trauma and revenge, to the importance of the humanities amidst a STEM-focused world.
However, much of that gets lost in the banality of the simple plot, as the tension over
whether the President will reveal the passcode becomes difficult to maintain once one
realises there are almost no stakes and how incompetent the eight immortals are to
begin with.

Much of the show’s success is reliant on turning the audience towards the side of the

kidnappers, despite knowing that their methods are morally wrong. But immmortal
Variables does not give us enough time or development to endear us to this motley crew,
never establishing their backstories or relationships proper for us to care about the
success of their mission. In fact, we already see the plan breaking down from the
moment the group reveals their faces to the President, with disagreements and team
members who let slip information far too easily, to trust in the viability of this supposed
group of tech prodigies.

Moreover, Immortal Variables also constantly reveals characters having ulterior motives
and secret alliances, changing up their identities and affiliations so often that it loses its
impact and any kind of stakes it might have had. Characters yell at each other and
suddenly have romantic histories, and it's not long before our capacity for suspension of
disbelief also reaches its limits, This is a play that is surprisingly lacking in emotion,
and ended up putting too much emphasis on trying to shock audiences and lean into its
mystery, rather than capitalising on Nelson's usual strengths of bringing out the
humanity of each character.
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In a collaboration, it is always Interesting to see how the involved companies grow as a

result, and even if the story ends up tripping over its own plot twists, what one can take
away from this production is NYT's ability to bring together a group and develop such a
strong working relationship onstage in such a short time through their training. While
i's clear that some people were given far meatier roles while others felt more like an
afterthought, there is still an attempt to pla. to the cast's strengths, from incorporating
Chinese opera, to genuinely impressive stunts during action sequences, with the entire
cast is able to emote and deliver their lines with gusto.

Immortal Variables may not have lived up to his ambitious premise, but for what it's
worth, it represents a step towards the revival of cross-country artistic collaborations.
One hopes that the cast benefitted from the conversation and training received during
the half-decade long project delayed by the pandemic, and that it opens a new chapter
marking the start of many more regional inter-company dialogues, theatrical

experiments and better productions to come.
Photo Credit: Joseph Nair

Immortal Variables (/\ {327 played from 6th to 8th October 2023 at The Ngee Ann Kongsi

Theatre @ Wild Rice, Funan.

Production Credits:

Director/Playwright Nelson Chia

Cast Mia Chee, Ryan Ang Ching Shu Yi, Howie Chu, Yang Jui-Yu, Eason Lin, Huang Jo-Lin, and lvy

Chen

Set Design: Wong Chee Wal

Lighting Design: Adrian Tan

Music Composition: Vick Low

Costume Design: Ke Wang Jia-Le and Huang Chih-Hao
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Theatre review: Immortal Variables
asks questions of tech and elitism in a
world ruled by algorithms

g Clement Yong

UPDATED 9 OCT 2023, 10:57 AM SGT ~ f X
Immortal Variables
Nine Years Theatre & Hsing Legend Youth Theatre

The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre@Funan
Friday, 8pm

This Chinese box of a play written and directed by Nine Years Theatre co-founder
Nelson Chia is a talky, somewhat abstract treatise on the meaning of free willina
world governed by supercomputers.

In an unspecified Asian country in the near future, its president (Howie Chu) has
been abducted by a crew of mysterious rebels.

44



Called the Eight Immortals, they want the president to hand over the password to a
new program he has developed that can influence people’s thought patterns - a
slightly more sophisticated version of today's advertising algorithms which already
steer consumers in myriad unconscious ways.

The rebels want to deactivate the program before it goes online. Amid the stand-off,
the two sides debate political ethics, who gets to represent the people and the
possibility of a government without hierarchy.

Immortal Variables is a collaboration berween Singapore’s Nine Years Theatre and
Taiwan’s Hsing Legend Youth Theatre, the youth wing of Contemporary Legend
Theatre, which is known in Taiwan for pushing the boundaries of the Chinese opera
form

Here, the Taiwan troupe gets limited use of its opera skills,

A fight scene at the start is forgettable, but Chu has a nice moment at the end when
his nasal recitation of a poem by Tang dynasty poet Lu Dongbin ends the
production on a transformative note,

Apart from Nine Years Theatre co-founder Mia Chee, who portrays the sage and
scheming adviser playing chess while everyone else is playing checkers, there isa
certain unnaturalness to - and overacting by ~ the voung cast.

[t could be a holdover from the Chinese opera form, Here, though, it alienates the
audience,

Still, Chia’s script keeps things interesting cerebrally, with twist after twist revealed,
hinting at past relationships and possible betravals.

There are moments, though, when the rapid shifting of allegiances tire. The
audience is always looking at the internal machinations of elites and, because there
is hardly any real reference to ordinary people down the chain, it can feel self-
contained and without any stakes - as proven later in the play in a needless reveal
about gunshot wounds.

Then there are the Eight Immortals, legendary characters in Chinese mythology

who have been the subject of many paintings, sculptures and writings.




Chia has astutely noted their diversity - man, woman, rich, poor and so on - which
allows him to creatively position them here as a sort of collective acting as advocate
for the people and a check against one-man rule.

It is worth noting that in Mandarin, the phrase Chia has chosen for the president is
Zong Cai, which more accurately translates to chief executive.

The parallels with the tyranny of big tech are transparent, and there is a pragmatism
to the solution that he ultimately proposes, emphasising not on stopping the mind-
control program but finding a multipolarity where influence might come from
multiple sources.

The centring on a poem is a nice touch, In the end, perhaps all that can be hoped for
is that those fluent in the new language of technology have also had enough
humanistic training or interest to remember that people are not just statistics on a
screen.

As one character remarks, the notion of privacy is a debate that has already been
had and decided.

With the advent of social media, people’s capacity for self-definition without undue
external influence - if it was ever possible - might be, too, What is left is merely
balance.

Book It/Immortal Variables

Where: Wild Rice @ Funan, 107 North Bridge Road

When: Saturday, 3 and 8pm; Sunday, 3pm

Admission: $35 to $65 from Sistic (go to wwawsistic.com.sg or call 6348-5555)
Info: Go to str.sg/iqFH
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EEFEEiRitmRiait: 85

FHERE: FHE (GitHEL) |FEY (FHEEL)
WoEE: RED

HESHETRHEYNRK: BN

Playwright / Director Nelson Chia

Casts (SINGAPORE) Mia Chee, Ching Shu ¥, Ryan Ang, (TAIWAN) Howie Chu, Yang Jul-Yu, Eason Lin, Huang Jo-Lin, Ivy Chen
Set Designer Wong Chee Wai

Lighting Designer Adrian Tan

Music Cornposition & Sound Designer Vick Low

Costume Designers Ke Wang Jia-Le & Huang Chih-Hao

Costume Advisor Chang Ying-Ling

Key Visual Designer / Title Calligrapher Ryan Loi

Production Managers Li Yi-Hsuan (Taiwan show) | Chen Hsuan-Miao (Singapore show)

Stage Manager Chen Hsuan-Miao

Hsing Legend Youth Theatre Planning and Public Relation Mg Wan Wen

S
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