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The "Swiss Music Night" —
An intercultural bridge between
Switzerland and Taiwan

The Swiss Music Night in Taiwan is a concert-series
founded by taiwanese cellist Pi-Chin Chien and Swiss
composer Fabian Miiller in collaboration with the Trade
Office of Swiss Industries TOSI in Taipei in 2013 and is
realized with partners in Taiwan to foster the cultural
exchange between the countries. We hope to enable with
the experience of this collaborations a positive effect
to the perception and the knowledge of the musical
activities in both countries, and as well foster further
collaborations.

In this concert some of the most distinguished Folk
musicians from Switzerland meet the celebrated
Japanese Yodel-singer Keiko Ito with her band ,Amsle
Quantett “. The nine musicians on stage will present
a colorful, vivid and fascinating program showing
the original Swiss Folkmusic in all its facets with a
great variety of instruments and styles, as well as the
astonishing musical developments of this music in
Japan. Beside virtuoso Yodel-singing and exciting
instrumental music of course the famous alphorn will be

part of this special program.
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Pi-Chin Chien, artistic director

Pi-Chin Chien is a sought-after, internationally active
soloist and chamber musician. She has performed in
major concert venues around the world, including New
York's Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, Philharmonie
Berlin and Tonhalle Zurich. She appears as a soloist on
recordings with the Philharmonia Orchestra London
and the Zurich Chamber Orchestra under the direction
of David Zinman, Ruben Gazarian and Wen-Pin Chien.
Pi-Chin Chien has performed and recorded world
premieres of a number of violoncello concertos and
chamber music works, including several compositions
dedicated to her. She performed at the Kaiser-Otto
Medal award ceremony in honour of the late former
German President Richard von Weizsacker, and in
2016, already for the second time, at the renowned
concert series at Taiwan's Presidential Palace on

invitation of the President of Taiwan.
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Fabian Miiller, artistic director, violoncello

Besides his career as composer, he has been involved
with Swiss folk music since childhood. He spent ten
years (1991 to 2002) preparing the publication of the
Hanny Christen Collection, a ten-volume anthology
of folk music with over 10'000 tunes from the 19th
Century. He was the founder and director of the
Miilirad publishing company 1990-2006, and initiated
the National Swiss Folk Music Institute «House of Folk
Music» in Altdorf.

Fabian Miiller has sought out new paths in folk music
as a member of the 'New Original Appenzeller String
Music Project' (CD released on Musiques Suisses), and
he was furthermore a member of several innovative

Swiss Folk music projects.
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* The images projected during the concert are provided by «Switzerland Tourism».
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Keiko Ito | voice, yodeling

Keiko Ito is now considered the most well-known
singer in Asia, who has dedicated herself to the
traditional Swiss yodel. At the age of fifteen, she
discovered yodelling and received her first teaching
from Ichiro Shimoyamada in Japan. 1987 lessons
with Marie-Theres von Gunten. In 2005 she was
the first Japanese woman to be allowed to perform
at the Federal Yodelling Festival in Switzerland. In
2013, the CD "Kotoba-asobi" appeared as a duo with
the accordionist Manabu Hatakeyama. In 2014 she
appeared at the Klangfestival Naturstimmen in the
Klangwelt Toggenburg. In Japan, Keiko Ito contributed
essentially to the vivid scene of Swiss music in Japan.
She has created many ensembles and choirs which
passionately cultivate Swiss folk music and song, and
initiated several Ensembles like among others the
"Amsle Quantett". On her initiative, many renowned
musicians of the Swiss folk music scene could
perform in Japan as Nadja Réss, Markus Fliickiger,
Quantensprung a.m.o.
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Benjamin Rempfler, hammer dulcimer, vocals

Born in 1978 in Appenzell, Benjamin Rempfler is
considered as one of the most virtuoso and versatile
hammered dulcimer players in Switzerland. He started
at the age of eight with dulcimer lessons with Walter
Alder. He is co-founder of the Folk band "Dibi Dabi".
1997 he founded with his brother Josef the Appenzeller
band "Appenzeller Echo". With this band he played
countless concerts around the world.
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Josef Rempfler, violin, alphorn, vocals

Born in Appenzell in 1967. At the age of seven he started
with classical violin lessons with Dr. Josef Signer. 1980
he was co-founder of the Folk band "Buben-Streichmusik
Weissbad" and 1993 of the group "Quartet Laseyer". Since
1997 he is member of the "Appenzeller Echo". With this
band he plays a large repertoire of own compositions
as well as the whole range of instrumental and vocal

Appenzell music.
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Walter Neff, contrabass, vocals

Walter Neff is born in Stein AR. He was a member of
the legendary choir Schotze-Chorli Stein AR. He took
Contrabass lessons with the well-known Appenzell
musician Josef «Hornsepp» Dobler. Since 2003 he is
bassist of the "Appenzeller Echo". Additionally he was
conductor of the choir "Chrobeg-Chorli Gonten" from
2006 to 2015.
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Shunsuke Ohkuchi,
piano, accordion, arrangement

Shunsuke Ohkuchi graduated from Tokyo University
of the Arts. After graduation he was the composer of
numerous settings for theater, film, television. In this
field he is very much in demand in Japan. Inspired by
Keiko Ito he started with intensive studies of Swiss folk
music and founded the "Amsle Quantett". In addition
to his modern and original arrangements of existing
Swiss folk music he has written numerous own
compositions.
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Saeko Kurokawa,
clarinet

Saeko Kurokawa studied at the Tokyo University of the
Arts. In 2005 she founded the ensemble "Kokoya" with
which she produced numerous CDs and soundtracks
for TV animations. Fascinated by the New Swiss Folk
Music, she founded the "Amsle Quantett" together with

Shunsuke Ohkuchi.
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Osamu Imagome,
trombone, alphorn

2000-2004 he absolved his studies at the University
of the Arts of Tokyo. 2005 winner of the 1st Zipang
Trombone Quartet Competition. 2009 -2011 studies at
the Rostock University of Theater and Music. Currently
he is a member of the trombone quartet Krall, the
Yoshihide Otomo Special Big Band and the Amsle

Quantett.
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Hiroyuki Yamamoto,
double bass

Born in 1985 in Yamaguchi. Since his childhood he
took lessons in piano and electric bass. Later he
studied contrabass with Makoto Saito. As a partner
of the drummer Riki Takeshi and the pianist Yuichiro
Aratake, he got an excellent reputation in the jazz
scene in Japan. He is member of the Amsle Quantett
since its founding.
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OTTO Lai, host

His pen name is "Otto". He has served as editor-in-
chief of "Audio Aesthetics", "CD Hi for Recording Audio

Buying Guide", and as a columnist for magazines such
as "Audio Art", "Performance Art PAR", "Art Map", and
has co-authored "New Record Bible" & "Liu Ren-Yang
talks about the album." He has also served as a jazz
selection member of the China Times Entertainment
Weekly, and has written music and audio columns
in Freedom Times and UDN. The above works are
mainly included in the PC Home personal news station
"Classical Apocalypse", with a click rate of more than
two million.In 2011, Sir Simon Rattle led the Berlin
Philharmonic to visit Taiwan. Otto and Zhou Ming-
Jing jointly hosted the Little Dome Brocasting and
explained Mahler Symphony No.9 and Bruckner
Symphony No.7 to the 20,000 music fans audience.
He has hosted the "Music is the Best" and "Jazz Club"
in "Super FM98.5 Broadcasting". Now he is the host of
the classical music station FM97.7 and Bravo FM91.3

"Classical Apocalypse".
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