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Double Bass | James VanDemark

One of the most brilliant double bass virtuosi, James VanDemark was praised
by the New York Times at his Lincoln Center debut as "an exceptionally gifted
string player and musician of taste, intelligence and the best spontaneous
musical instincts." Appointed Professor at Eastman Schoolin 1976 at just 23—
the youngest ever to hold such a position at a major music school—VanDemark
is a renowned teacher whose students perform with major orchestras
worldwide, including Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and the Vienna Chamber Orchestra.
He currently serves as Eastman's String Department Co-Chair and chairs the

school's interdisciplinary Musical Arts Major honors program.
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Double Bass | Yung-Chiao WEI

Hailed as "phenomenal" by the New York Concert Review from her Carnegie Hall
debut and "a competition-winning pianist turned double bass virtuoso" by the
Miami Herald, Yung-chiao Wei is an international soloist and educator. As
Professor of Double Bass at LSU School of Music, Wei co-founded the
Connect2Music Project, serves as Executive and Artistic Director of the
Louisiana Bass Festival, and authored "Effortless Ways of Playing the Double
Bass." She frequently judges major competitions while her students achieve
success in competitions, orchestras, and universities worldwide, with
accomplishments including Grammy nominations and founding a youth

orchestra for underprivileged children in Brazil.
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Double Bass | Yi-Jung SU

Yi-Jung Su has earned international acclaim for her musicality and technical
mastery. She made history as the first woman in 47 years to win the International
Society of Bassists Solo Competition and the first bassist in 50 years to win the
Music Teachers National Association Young Artist String Competition. A native of
Taiwan with degrees from New England Conservatory and Boston University, Su
currently serves as associate principal bass of Taiwan National Symphony
Orchestra and teaches at several universities, including National Taiwan Normal

University of Music.
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Double Bass | Ormay CHEN

Born in Huatan Township, Changhua County, Ormay Chen earned her
bachelor'sand master's degrees from the Juilliard School. In 2022, she
performed at the National Taichung Theater while continuing her commitment to
fundraising for rural elementary school students through charity concerts, using

her music to give back to her homeland.
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Double Bass | Evan TSAI

Evan Tsai began piano at age 4, cello at age 5, and double bass at age 13. Within
10 months of starting double bass, he won the Louisiana Philharmonic Concerto
Competition. His achievements include the 2020 Fischoff Chamber Music
Competition gold medal, Stulberg International semifinalist, 3rd place in the
Boston Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition, and youngest winner (at 14)

of the National YoungArts Foundation award.

Evan studied with Yung-chiao Wei, Lawrence Wolfe (BSO), and Jan Muller-
Szeraws while attending Phillips Academy Andover. Currently at Yale University
studying Ethics, Politics, and Economics, he has worked as an analyst at Third

Prime venture capital and Nomura's New York branch.
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Piano | Chaoi CHOU

Pianist Chaoi Chou maintains an active performance career spanning both solo



and collaborative engagements. Her recent solo performances in Taiwan have
included concert series at Kaohsiung's Weiwuying National Center for the Arts
(since 2022) and Taipei National Concert Hall (2014-2017), featuring significant
interpretations of John Cage's Sonatas and Interludes alongside works by
Messiaen, Berio, Ned Rorem, and John Adams. She has championed Taiwanese
composers through performances of works by Ming-Hsiu Yen, Chia-Lin Pan, Ling-

Huei Chiu-Tsai, and Mei-Chun Chen.

The Strad magazine praised her, saying: "There is plenty to admire in her
technique and sound." A frequent performer at ISB and the European
International Double Bass Conventions, Chaoi has served as the official
accompanist for the 2012 European Double Bass Congress in Copenhagen and
again at the 2016 Congress in Prague. Her collaboration with Yung-Chiao Wei has
taken her to prestigious venues such as the Eastman Theater in Rochester, the
Opéra Bastille in Paris, the Copenhagen Opera House, and the Izuminomori Hall
in Japan, alongside leading institutions like the Universitat der Kiinste Berlin, the

Shanghai Conservatory, and Beijing's Central Conservatory.

Chaoi studied at the Interlochen Arts Academy before earning her BM, MM, and
DMA degrees at the Eastman School of Music. She is currently an assistant
professor of general music at the Kaohsiung Campus of Shih Chien University in

southern Taiwan.



