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Swallow Cave — Liao Xuan-Zhen & Huang I-Chieh Solo Exhibition

Opening | 9 July 2022 (Sat, 3pm)
Date | 9 July 2022 - 25 September 2022 (Wed-Sun, 2-9pm)
Venue | Fotoaura Institute of Photography (2F, No. 83, Chenggong Rd., West Central Dist., Tainan)

Artist Talk | 23 July 2022 (Sat, 3pm) | Guest : Kao Jun-Honn, So Yo-Hen

| About Exhibition |

This exhibition features the video and photographic works created by Liao Xuan-Zhen and Huang I-Chieh during
their residency on Green Island. The artist duo draws inspiration from the island’s unique landscape, which is
interlaced with layers of historical memories and the natural environment. The history of White Terror,
architectural ruins, and the natural ecology of Green Island have all become part of the foundation for the artist
duo to conduct their survey and develop the creative project. This series of works revolve around an architectural
action taking place in a cave. The artist duo collaborates with an indigenous building crew to first gather natural
materials from Green Island, and then represent a local historical building upon the ruins in a sea cave. However,
swallows returning to nurse fledglings and the vibrant life in the intertidal zone gradually dissolve the boundary
of the action. In the creative process, the artist duo casts their eyes to the present environment, and transform
light and shadow, tides, birds, and rocks - all the things which have been treated as part of the background by
humans throughout history, and have continued existing until today - into crucial narrative elements in their
project to highlight the instability, fluidity, and plasticity shared by historical memories and the natural

environment.

| Production Team |

House Builder: Chen Haoyi, Alinadan Tatiyam, DaRaSong, Xie Song-Zhi

Architecture Designer: Lee Chia-Hua

Cinematographer: Liao Ching-Yao

Editor: Lai Li-An

Sound Designer: Feng Zi-Ming

Colorist: Chiang Yi-Hsun

Graphic Designer: Shauba Chang

Technical Support: Wu Zhong-Long, Huang Ting-Yu, Tsai Wen Chang

Special Thanks: Kao Jun-Honn, Chen Chun-Hung, Hu Hsin-Yi, Tsai Ming-lin, Tsai Mei-Jiuan, Lin Chuan-Kai, Peng
Jin-Mu, Chang Tse-Chou, Tsai Kun-Lin, Chen Po-Jun, Wu Fan, Hu Muhchyng, Lo Shih-Tung, Lee Hsu-Pin, Lee Chia-
Hung, Liu Chi-Tung, Chen Pin-Jung, Lin Guan-Cheng, You Sheng-Yang, Annie Lee, Kueh Peh Gan, Ye Xuan-Jun,
Pringlece He, Su Wei-Hsuan, He Zong-You, Goldilocks Production, National Human Rights Museum, Fotoaura
Institute of Photography

Production Sponsor: Ministry of Culture of Taiwan / Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei City Government /
Taishin Bank Foundation for Arts and Culture

Exhibition Sponsor: National Cultural and Arts Foundation
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Swallow Cave, 2022

There is a sea cave called Swallow Cave, on the northeast corner of Green Island. The cave is so wide that
swallows are able to fly inside the cave, and build nests on the cliff wall in the cave. At the end of the cave, there is
a stage formed by large rocks. In the 1950s, the stage was used by political prisoners for rehearsing plays and
producing props.

Half a century later, Swallow Cave has become an important historical site on Green Island. When the breeding
season comes, swallows still return to the cave to build nests to nurture the fledglings, and the elongated cave

still makes sunlight look like a spotlight, which shines on the flat stage.

Archives, 1950s

According to historical literature, Green Island used to be covered by primary forests, and it’s original inhabitants
would use wood, bamboo, and thatch to build sheds to live on the island’s northeastern coast. After the Chinese
Han people came to the island, and started cultivating the land in the 19t century, a lot of trees were felled for
wood that was needed in life, and forests were burned and turned into farmlands. Soon, natural wood was
depleted on the island, and migrants started collecting coral stones from the seaside, using them as building
materials. As migrant settlements gradually formed, coral stone houses also became the most representative
architecture in the traditional style on Green Island.

During the period of Japanese rule, the northeast coast of Green Island was turned into the Fire Island Vagrant
Shelter, which was used to keep exiled, marginalized vagrants unaccepted by the empire. Later, the Nationalist
Government built the White Terror concentration camp - the New Life Correction Center, on the old site of the
shelter, where political prisoners underwent labor and thought reform. During the 1950s and the 1960s, the
number of prisoners exiled to Green Island were exceeded a thousand people. Due to the lack of infrastructural
construction necessary in life, the most vital job for the inmates was to build the barracks and quarters with
locally sourced materials. Consequently, over a thousand political prisoners led a life of collecting coral stones by
the sea and gathering thatch on the mountains on Green Island, using natural materials to build the prison and
walls for their imprisonment and creating a rather uneasy period in the history of Green Island.

The archive photographs featured in this exhibition were taken by political prisoners in the 1950s. In addition to

documentary images required by the authority, there are also images of landscape and local customs.
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Intertidal Zone, 2022

Enormous rocks created by volcanic activities used to be viewed as monuments by the exiled. The pits and holes
produced in architectural activities by the seaside have become alternative architectural remnants. As animals
living in the intertidal zone follow the ebb and flow to dwell in the interstices, the remnants are now their
habitat.

In 2021, a submarine volcano near Ogasawara Islands, which are a thousand nautical miles away from Green
Island, erupted. The larva solidified in water forming floating volcanic rocks, and floated southward with the
currents to Green Island. Under the ceaseless northeast monsoon, these volcanic rocks have covered up the

seaside remnants.



