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Summer solstice (£ &) for Marimba solo

A year is divided into 24 solar terms in the traditional East Asian calendar. The summer solstice, also known as estival solstice or midsummer, is the earliest established solar
term, and it is also the 10" solar term in the ranking of the 24 solar terms. In the Gregorian calendar, it usually occurs between 20™ and 22™ June in the Northern
Hemisphere. In the 7th century BC, the ancients used the change in the length of the shadow of the sun as the basis for determining the seasons, dividing the four seasons,
and calculating the calendar. On the summer solstice, the shadow of the sun is the shortest, the day in the northern hemisphere is the longest, and the night is the shortest.

The energy radiated by the sun to the ground is concentrated, and the temperature is generally very high. "Solstice" also means extreme, so it is named.

In the early days, whether the summer solstice festival in the east or the midsummer festival in the west, the summer solstice has always been one of the important
traditional festivals of the year. The summer solstice is rarely directly related to traditional festivals in Chinese culture today, but it still retains its seasonal characteristics.

Therefore, Summer Solstice is espacially included in the creation concept of the composer's solar terms series.

Summer Solstice is a work with three movements. It uses Marimba's characteristics, such as a combination of multiple instruments, with its wide range and a variety of
playing techniques, as well as mellow, gentle, velvety, sonorous, and melodious sounds. Marimba portrays and plays the scene of the summer solstice in three differently
movements, such as people’s laziness and irritability, the rainy season and climate changed, as well as the folk games of the children in Taiwan. We can feel the scorching

heat of summer through this work.
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laziness, irritability
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