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Xiaoman (/)\5%) for pipa solo

A year is divided into 24 solar terms in the traditional East Asian calendar and Xiaoman is the 8" solar term. In the Gregorian calendar, it usually begins around 21% May and
ends around 5" June. Its meaning is that the grains of summer-ripened crops are gradually becoming fuller, which also symbolizes that the rice is about to bear fruit. After
this solar term- Xiaoman, the temperature rises significantly and the rainfall increases. This is also the beginning of the rainy season, and the climate changes significantly.
On the one hand, farmers are looking forward to the harvest of summer crops, but on the other hand, they are also worried about losses caused by sudden climate changes

that affect the maturity of crops.

Xiaoman, one of the solo series works created by the composer on the theme of solar term. This work consists of three movements. Through the contrast in the sound
styles of Eastern and Western instruments, the special grainy, crisp and transparent timbre of plucked string instruments, as well as a soft and delicate interpretation that
combines hardness and softness. Coupled with the situational distinction and paragraph arrangement of different movements of the work, it depicts many artistic

conceptions of the Xiaoman solar term.

The first movement, through the combination of different sound shapes and effects, also the interweaving of sustained tones and glissando, shows the alternation of
climate and the uncertainty of weather. In the second movement, the clear and transparent plucked tone of the pipa is combined with accurate rhythm, repetition and fast
sound clusters, etc., to depict the scene of the grain gradually becoming fuller and becoming more distinct. The third movement changes the combination of various sound
shapes and adds ethereal melodies. Through the results of the harvest, it alludes to people's inner feelings, expectations for the future, disappointment and other different

mood transitions....
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