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About this Concert...

Dan Laurin

The title of today's concert, 'The Age of Innocence' is slightly misleading: however much we'd like to
approach the past as pure and in many ways more honest, the baroque period is a product of a conflict
between reason and passion. The Thirty Years' War left large parts of Europe devastated, and the
conflicting messages coming from the two rivaling Christian churches, the catholic and the Lutheran
churches, contributed to the disorientation felt by people. The power balance in Europe was upset, and
the unstable political situation left former power centres to die whilst new ones emerged. Social mobility
was necessary, as skills became more important than social class or a noble name. In Sweden this was
particularly obvious: as an emerging regional super power in the 1630s-50s, the need for competent
administration led to a huge influx of foreign brain power as well as better education of the Swedish
population.

For musicians social mobility was nothing new: the meaning of the word 'conservatory' is to protect,
and the first conservatories were religious, social institutions for orphans. The church had a great plan:
firstly, it needed good musicians and composers for its services; secondly, if successful, a good artist
could move freely between the social classes all the way from absolute poverty to the royal court thanks
to his or her merits.

The modern concept of meritocracy, that one's skills are more important than one's background, is a
major breakthrough for the arts. The result is an artistic explosion with an unparalleled output of
painting, architecture, literature and music. Artists were recognised as mediators between God and
Man, as people who could in one way or another visualise ideas and sounds otherwise hidden from
mankind. All of a sudden the process of creating 'something' out of 'nothing', gave the artist access to an
otherwise divine privilege.

As a young man, Johan Helmich Roman was granted a royal stipend to study abroad. His home city,
Stockholm, was suffering from the repercussions of war. The king, Charles XII, had been kept prisoner
in Turkey for some years, and court culture was minimal. Yet there was money to send off the young
man who played the violin so well. Roman spent five years in London. Not only did he play in the
orchestra of Handel, he also made friends with some of the leading Italian composers of the time,
notably Francesco Geminiani, with whom Roman studied.

'Drottningholm’ is a beautiful, baroque castle outside Stockholm situated on one of the tens of thousands
of islands surrounding the capital of Sweden. The castle theatre is the best preserved baroque theatre in
the world, with complete stage machinery and stage sets from the period. The royal family lives at the
castle, and I have had the honour of performing at the castle church at royal festivities in the presence
of the royal family.

'Drottningholmsmusiken' was composed by Roman in 1744 for a royal wedding. The collection of 24
movements is one of the finest examples of Roman’s art. Here one can choose movements at one's own
discretion, from majestic overtures to moving moments in a style much more modern than most of his
contemporaries' in Europe. Today's concert offers a small selection, almost like an appetiser! [ hope that
you will enjoy this beautiful and moving music from my country.
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Program
11/14 Taichung

Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713): Sonata in F major, op. 5 no. 4
Adagio
Allegro
Vivace
Adagio
Allegro

Johan Helmich Roman (1694-1758): Sonata No. 1 in G major, BeRI 201 (1727)
Largo
Allegro
Larghetto
Andante

Vivace
Joseph-Nicolas-Pancrace Royer (1705-1755): 'Le Vertigo' for harpsichord solo

Michel Blavet (1700-1768): Sonata in B minor, Op. 3 No. 2

Andante e spicato
Allegro

Minuetto

~ Intermission ~

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): Concerto for violin in A minor, BWV 1041

[no tempo indication]
Andante

Allegro assai

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): Concerto in F major for harpsichord,
two recorders and strings, BWV 1057

Allegro
Andante

Allegro assai

~ Good Night ~
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Program
11/16 Taipei

Johan Helmich Roman (1694-1758): from "Drottningholmsmusiken"
("Music at the Royal Wedding"), BeRI 2

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): Concerto for Violin in A minor, BWV 1041
[no tempo indication]
Andante

Allegro assai

Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1762): Concerto in F major for alto recorder,
strings and basso continuo, TWV 51:F1
Affettuoso
Allegro
Adagio
Menuet 1—Menuet 2

~ Intermission ~

Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741): Chamber Concerto for flute, oboe, violin,
bassoon and basso continuo, RV105
Allegro
Largo

[no tempo indication]

Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1762): Double concerto in A minor for two alto recorders,
strings and basso continuo, TWV52:a2

Gravement
Vistement
Largement

Vivement
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750): Concerto in F major for harpsichord,
two recorders and strings, BWV 1057

Allegro
Andante

Allegro assai

~ Good Night~
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