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In the legends, it is told that the Kyrgyz were asleep while God was distributing land to the people on Earth. When the
Kyrgyz woke up, they realized they hadn’t been given any land, and begged God to give them something at least. Feeling pity
for the unfortunate Kyrgyz, God gave them the piece of land he intended to keep as his own-+- It was a beautiful piece of land,
with chains of mountains crisscrossing it.

After learning of this myth, we started to think about our connection to the land of Kyrgyz as something extraordinary —
here the land is our bridge to the skies. Whether or not we know of this as a fact, or if it is merely a legend, the story
compelled artists to think: where do we come from? Even if we don’t always stay in the same place, people still carry
reminders of their land wherever they go.

The term “Nomads” in this exhibition is discussed as a fluid concept, one linked with migration, and considers what
“Nomadism” implies in a contemporary context.The inspiration behind “Packs of Land” came from Kyrgyzstan yurts. These
“bundlings” aren’t permanent, they are made from nature surrounding them - such as animal hair for the felt they make use
of and pillars from tree rods- they are therefore like a layered piece of land, standing within nature; and through their open
dome (Tjundjuk), they connect the sky to the ground, and can be moved as one with the people who made them.

Six artists in this exhibition, from the United States, Mexico and Kyrgyzstan participated together in the 2023 edition of the
Nomadic Art Project, a program curated by artist Shaarbek Amankul. By learning about the tradition of nomadism together
with local Kyrgyzstanis, artists began to reflect on the contemporary meaning of “Nomadism”. Through their diverse

multicultural background and media, the artists respond to these questions in this exhibition “Packs of Land”.
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