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,a% Pan-Youn & Yao Shu-Fen _—L—

Sparkle between active and

inactive character

Alone But Not Lonely
A “Wedding” of Painting and Dance

Sense of space is found in his paint-
ing, her dance choreography perfectly
fits the space and the patterns with
emotions; diagonals are often used in
his structure; she imagines the move-
ments of diagonals; the loneliness
found in his painting triggers strong
impact of emotions; she is attracted to
the freshness of the solitude; search-
ing the power of vitality...he is a
hundred-year-old national treasure
painter, Wang Pan-Youn, the winner
of the Fifth National Arts Award; she
is the art director of the Century Con-
temporary Dance Company, Yao Shu-
Fen. “| search for colors in my works’,
she said. It is until that she finds Wang
Pan-Youn's painting that she discovers
the colors; the dance choreographeris
moved by the painter, $2'1

mentary film on Public TV. The paint-
ing “Where to belong’, a person walk-
ing toward the sun and a large portion
of the painting is left empty. “What a
simplified painting!” Yao Shu-Fen said
surprisingly : “ The loneliness really
touches me.” When she visited Wang
Pan-Youn, the first thing he said to her
:"People cannot betray their souls: The
old painter truly faces art and life and
this moves the heart of Yao Shu-Fen.
"How to see the silent side in dance
and hold the instant eternity?” Wang's
art work helps Yao in creating silent
images, the painting projects the col-
ors on stage and enriches the feelings
of transition or companson or con-




Contemporary dance, Wang's painting and Stravinsky music are the ele-
ments of the dance “Wedding”. The “Wedding"is named after the opera
aria” Wedding"in Stravinsky music. The opera aria has 4 sections of mu-
sic with Russian national music as base. The rhythm is influenced by jazz
therefore there's no regular tempo which creates a challenge for dance.
Following the century dance troop’s marriage theme series such as
"Double Happiness’,“Ocean Carnival, “Football widow”. The “Wedding“is
the final. The previous 3 pieces have elements of wedding ceremonies
and character descriptions; this time, in addition to the drama and the
performance, the “Wedding” will be purely using dance and body ex-
pressions to tell dreams, desires and wishes of life.

The dance “Wedding" may seem usual but it is not limited to marriage.
Yao said: ‘| married dance; Wang married painting. This dance is about
wishes to life and love and discoveries between dreams and reality. In
front of the painting, dancers appear in white and with gypsum painted
on their skin just like the static sculptures expressing non-human crea-
tures' movements and feelings and finally the human inter-communi=
cation. The dance involved with two, three or four dancers as a group
interchange between them without a regular partner. The extended
themes include possession, connection, solitude which responds to
Wang's sense of loneliness in his painting. Yao said: “the solitude is found
even in marriage, from the date of birth, when leaving and facing one-
self” However, Wang's painting gives her a different point of view: “Alone
but not lonely."

Searching completeness between “Active” and “inactive”

In the large space of the painting, only one person or one horse or one
dog is found between actions and inactions; however this contains full
of vivid lives. Yao explained: “Painting is static art, actions found in the
silence; dance is active art, silence is found in action”Therefore shé tries
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“Best Choreography Award ” at American College Dance Festival.
Double Happiness “It's well combined the traditional Chinese dance with
creative contemporary dance concept....”

Elizabeth Zimmer (The Village Voice )
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Nominated by Taishing Arts Award, Top 10 performing production.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER Shu-Fen Yao

Graduated from New York University as a Master majoring in performing arts
and choreography, YAO, Shu-Fen is now teaching in National Taiwan Uni-
versity of Arts mainly focusing on improvisation, composition and contem-
porary technigue. She is now also the leader and main choreographer of
Century Contemporary Dance Company.

During her time of studying in the USA she got the scholarships from Merce
Cunningham School and American Asian Cultural Foundation. The American
dance magazine Attitude, had commented : “from her there are many things
to learn, and she is a precious dance performer In 1999, she was selected by
the Ministry of Education to go to Paris Artist Village for one year. Her style
changes with the time and her main concern is to reflect our time and the
relationship between humanity and the environment.

Shu-fen Yao tends to take the details of life as her materials. Her works of-
ten use fantastic realism style combined with 3 dimensional collages. Her
works have a dreamy like feeling that is unique and singular. She is a master
of using dance movement to convey theatrical tension. Her friends often
call her “Choreographer that breathes with her pores”” She had worked as a
choreographer and movement trainer with Rive-Gauche for years. “Double
Happiness” was commissioned by ADT Dance company and it won “Best
Creation Award” at American College Dance Festival. Elizabeth Zimmer, the
Village Voice critic, said : “Double Happiness is well combined the traditional
Chinese dance with creative contemporary dance concept..." In 2004, she
was a guest choreographer in “Jimmy - Subway musical journey” produc-
tion, as well as “Moon Festival” of National C.K.S Cultural Center. “From sight-
seeing to space-moving” was nominated by Taishing Arts Award, and she
was under scheme of British Council and Taiwaness Council artist exchange
program. And the same year, “Morendo From E major to A minor”was invited
to DanceCity of Newcastle. She is also a resident artist at Grass Mountain
Chateau. In 2006, “l get a kick out of you” was commissioned by Newcastle
International Dance Festival and her latest oeuvre, “Four Winds, Four Bliss’,
with CCDC was invited to present in the festival as well. "Sea of Heaven” was
choreographed by Yao while working with Dance Forum Theatre as a guest
artist .
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PAINTER,Wang Pan-Youn

Wang Pan-Youn was born to a wealthy family in Jiangsu, China, in 1912. He
graduated from Shanghai Training School of Fine Arts, and lived most of his
teenagers in war. Ever since he came to stay in Taiwan from 1949, life was
difficult. Nevertheless, Wang insisted that he keeps painting so as to reflect
his inner self. Wang's artwork is depicted through sensitive feelings and
clear subject matter. The brushwork, which is full of compassion, builds up a
highly refined style; moreover, warm colors and dim outlines give audience
a carefree atmosphere. Several works collected by National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts and Taipei Fine Arts Museum show the importance of Wang Pan-
Youn'’s art. In 2001, he was invited by National Museum of History to hold a
solo exhibition — “In Pursuit of Solar Perfection: Exhibition of Self-Selection
by Wang Pan-Youn at Ninety”" Last but not least, he was awarded for several
national prizes in recent years.
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