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Voices from the Twilight Islands — program note

The work was commissioned by the Miiller Chamber Choir. I chose the image of the island, where
my hometown is located, as my intimate reflection on the topic of people and land. The sea level has
been gradually rising due to the climate change and global warming for decades. As a result, much of
nature and human culture will ultimately become extinct. In the subtropical areas where I live, many
birds and insects come out during the sunset, therefore those sounds to me is the sound of home. In
addition to the symbol of my home island, the "twilight islands" in the title also implies our voices
and prayers to the future of the envitonment, through the homonym of the word "island" and
"prayet" (IPA: [dav]) in Chinese Mandarin. Throughout the piece I also repeat words like "breath",
"tides", and "ocean" to build a soundscape of twilight islands with the phonemes, and to echo with
"us, who sing on the island".
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Voices from the Twilight Islands

Distant mountains,
Distant oceans,
Distants melodies
Embracing our islands.

Listen — the island’s breath,

the cicadas’ noise, and the birds’ chirps.

You see flowers, grasslands, and forests —

those lives on the islands, rivers, and ocean tides
day and night singing and praising our land.

The land is tenderly pushed towards the bottom of ocean.
Distant glaciers and deserts

are all listening to the ocean’s breath.

Time is slowly flowing towards the new sun.

Tomorrow when our islands become an ocean,
the lands become an ocean,

and our whole world becomes an ocean

the distant mountains will become new islands
where we no longer breathe.
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* This work was supported by the Taiwan National Culture and Arts Foundation



2 A 1 B SC T B 4  )
=55ZE
Voices from the Twilight Islands

for male chorus

Lively and Consitantly Moving J =C. 84—92) (2020) Chen-Hui Jen
Pitched Air
, e N p
A - ¥ \ — \ 1 — - ¥ 1 1
| oo W /] | & | | | | | | | 1] | & | |
\%J)/ x I Qg‘- I Qg‘ ‘w\ I Qg‘- ><J I | 'i'\_/\
= B B
" "
u
D" A /) I I I I I — I ]
Tenor (e 1 — i 1 1 % —
ANV 3 I I I | I I | I = I 1
08) o e A . e e - ®
m
Air Sound
. E—
Individual PP ———— mp — pp mf r
| | - e | A —— |
y o
4 \ \ T < \ ow x_ |
Uy - i - vl [fol
o ——mp ——— "l
‘ PP sempre  —
DEe=——re T, o = | |
=X [ | - [ [ v v v [ [ 1
~_ freely -
m m Indivi;iual sempre
1
Ol /1 I I nw; | } I } - w I not too faSt = I ]
BaSS 493 :’; - i - i ‘11 Y | | | I | — i i
my_/ -7 freely i =)
./ L 4 PP sempre
Ol /1 I I I I I I I ]
i = = —— = = |
\ m
Air Sound
P[ithheq A(iir Individual
®n rp 3‘ el —mp —— »p, mf’ P
.. e = = Fre— X % n e
'é“uo - E— @1 1@1_ xll@ 1X1’ frzg/y BN
le] i - dy) Jo
——— PP sempre e mp - pp —— ™ R
9 i i K —— i - — i ]
T (Lmv i i i e i 1 o — —— 1
(8 O 7] — L ——————
-~ O O O OO e
Y . B W om
poco
p—— ——— p——mf—p mf
| | - Py A x | | \
x | X | ¢ <t x J/ | slow |
- X
Uyl fy - vl [Jol
(W) sempre
o) & 1 1 1 1 1
2 e e®e "ol — | | | ]
~ ~
Unis.
(Pp) —_— mp
T T T T T - ‘ y
— y 4 e Vv 4 —_——— mp [J_l
—3— —3 g
o) — — — 1 1 —— = 1
V4 | | | Y | | | | | [ | = |

J
(

i
A m ool
Air Sound & Pitched Air: The given vowels are to shape the mouth and create timbral variety.

They are unvoiced but can focus on certain pitched if indicated.
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