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In such a turbulent world, beautiful scenery is
something people long for, and inner peace some-
thing they seck. When facing such a severe and
worrying pandemic that spreads across the globe,
the spirit of mutual help and care builds up count-
less connections of sincerity, kindness and beauty.
My deep wish is that our refined record, Tribute
to Love, is able to convey the power of love and
epiphany. My original intention is to bring out
human’ s persistent love for life to enhance a
balanced relationship between the humankind
and the universe.

The title derives from the idea that love is an
original power that nurtures all kinds of life and
leaves the universe the way it is. The word
“tribute” implies celebrating various forms of life
through music. “Tribute to Love” looks through a
musical window at a varicty of phenomenal
beings: the universe, heaven and earth, star,
mountain valleys, God and human, heart and
epiphany, the return to the beginning, as well as
the actions of nurture and dedication. Life is
demonstrated in the endless cycle of nature.
“Tribute to Love” has a wide selection of music
that ranges from different eras and styles. The
difference between music from the east and the
west calls out the essence of artistry in all humans
despite different life circumstances, race and
culture. As the epiphany comes before praise and
tranquility follows praise, the echoing music is

expected to create unlimited power of life.

“Tribute to Love” presents the mountain and
carth nourished by the universe integrated with
the caring of human mind. All the lives immersed
in the light and love take form in a persistent and
strong way. We pay tribute to love for its being
and lively power to encourage everything to echo
harmoniously and respectfully, which brings out a
precious and irreplaceable fusion of versatility.

“Tribute to Love” opens with the prologue
presented by male salon music, inviting both
ladies and gentlemen to join. The following
includes the “Voices of Nature” , “Contemporary
Commissioned Works of Miiller Chamber Choir
on its 20th Anniversary” , “Moments of
Epiphany” and the “Love for Life” , disclosing the
mystery of life and different levels of love. The

“Voices of Nature” presents a spectacular harmo-
ny by calling upon the carth and universe to lead
the listeners into inner peace and self meditation.
In “Contemporary Commissioned Works of
Miiller Chamber Choir on its 20th
Anniversary” , music starts with the beginning of
everything and God’ s love for men. Our stories
tell the craving, conflicts, dancing and harmony
between choral music and life. At the “Moments
of Epiphany” , the attention is diverted into
one’ s inner self to understand that everything
exists at present and demonstrates vitality through
epiphany. “Love for Life” calls the listeners back
to an endless life cycle of giving birth, growing
and blooming to show the essence of life and the

power of love, paying tribute to the eternity.

At different levels of tribute to love, we learn to
praise, be grateful, look back and to give instead
of exploring what love is with pure rationality. As
we immerse ourselves in deep choral music
through both sensibility and rationality, we are
able to comprehend life by showing empathy and
to describe the initial idea of how life works in the
universe. Love empowers all kinds of being,
humans and creatures alike, such as forests, trees,
stars, rain, animals, insects, the ocean, etc. Every-
thing lives in a powerful and harmonious way,
bringing mutual effect to each other. This coexist-
ing relationship is beautifully presented to give
praises and celebrate life.

The songs in “Tribute to Love” can be presented
separately, and, of course, one can listen to the
whole record at once and experience the whole
journey. The journey is about the inner secking of
true self that starts from the universe to human
consciousness. Then one shall have a decper
understanding of life, the direction of heart and
soul and of how energy is enhanced and harnessed
in the best way. The tribute to love involves differ-
ent levels: life, mind/body, soul and conscious-
ness; the singing of the psalms of life brings you
home and sets you free.
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Nous venons pour chanter, Madame, FORTE - HEEE RBIEI R RS
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Toutes les portes nous sont closes,
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Que I'Ame du moins s'ouvre 4 nous,

Qui ne demandons 4 genoux

Qu'un sourire a vos lévres roses.

1l vente, il fait froid, mais qu'importe 1 S B W 5] P 7 g o0 o BB ST Al L - i
Si votre visage vermeil folt LT S R 1 2k L 2 SERE NS o AR TERD -

Nous jette un rayon de soleil

Qui nous réchauffe & votre porte. R L N
Charles Camille Saint-Saéns (1835-1921), a French
Du printemps la lumiére aimante composer and performer of keyboard instrument,

Rit chez vous en toute saison, showed (mtstnnding talents for his composition and

Et, Madame, en votre maison organ performance. Liszt Ferenc even described him
) 3
Tous les jours le rossignol chante as "the greatest organist in the world". His major

works include "Le Carnaval des animaux", "Danse

Maintenant voulez-vous connaitre macabre", "Samson and Delilah" and "The Sympho-
Qui sont ces gens masqués de noir ny No. 3 in C minor".
Vous venant dire le bonsoir

A "Sérénade d'hiver" presents how a c]ml’ming gcn[lc—
Et chanter sous votre fenétre

man pursues the lady he admires. Even in the bitter

Daignez apprendre qui nous sommes : cold of winter, the gentleman’ s heart is still filled
Nos yeux sont cachés sous des loups, with pleasant warmth as if in a sunny day of winter
Clest pour mieux rire des jaloux snow. As he tries to comfort the fair and graceful
Mais nous sommes des gentils hommes, lady, she is impressed with his kind, careful gestures

and manners of a gcn[]cman. He then compares her

Pleins d'honneur et de courtoisie, to a beautiful poem to always keep her in mind.

Gardant deux amours en nos coeurs,
Les Dames et la poésie,

Les Dames et la poésie.
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¥ / Sara Teasdale i / Eriks Esenvalds

Alone in the night on a dark hill
with pines around me spicy and still,

And a heaven full of stars over my head,

White and topaz and misty red;

Myriads with beating hearts of fire

That aeons cannot vex or tire;

Up the dome of heaven like a great hill,
I watch them marching stately and still,

And I know that I am honored to be

witness of so much majesty.
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Eriks Esenvalds (b. 1977) is a Latvian composer, who
won the Latvian Grand Music Award - the top music
award in Latvia - in 2005, 2007 and 2015. His has
created many musical compositions and often records
new albums. ESenvalds also actively participates in
international choral organizations by being a juror, host

and special conductor and teaching the master’s class.

Besides making use of choir, “Stars” is also presented by
rubbing the edge of water-tuned glasses to produce clear
sound. With the sound of glasses in the background, the
choir is in such a good voice just like the stars glittering
in the starry, boundless night. With poetic lyrics, a
variety of sound and the overtones made by glasses,

onc’s heart is filled with a sense of mystery and awe.

TWP171900003

2.umgv)\ Jo 529104



bav{‘ c’uoicl \g

417

4 \L‘\
§ a.:l ID\

h / Seppo Paakkunainen
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Seppo Paakkunainen (b. 1943) is a Finnish jazz
musician and composer. He entered the Sibelius
Academy at the age of 20 and improved his
ﬂCZlan]iC kn()\)\'lcdgc ()fn]usic at BCrl(lCC C()lngC ()F
Music. Paakkunainen is devoted to composing
traditional Finnish music and Sami music - an
indigcnous Finnish tribe; these types of music

bring him inspiration for music creation.

“[)ﬂl\'i du()ddar lll()htin ({l‘a\\’s on th(. n"lCl()d'V ()F
traditional Sami songs, joik, yoik and luohti. The
lyrics are improvisations by the singers without
spcciﬁc meaning. Also, the spccial overtone singing
is included to imitate the sound of didgeridoo,
filling the song with a magical sound effect that is

hcy()nd expectation.
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Haec dies, quam fecit Dominus:
exultemus, et lactemus in ea. Alleluia!
Confitemini Domino, quoniam bonus:

quoniam in sacculum misericordia cjus.
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Ching-Mei Lin is a well-known Taiwanese composer and
has been active in North America, Europe, Asia and
Australia. She has been awarded internationally, winning
the first prize of NACUSA, ASCAP Morton Gould
composer’s prize, Libby Larsen Prize, etc. Her important
musical works include “Night Thought”, "Lucky Clover”,
“Dancing Morning Sunlight” and “On the Sails of Life”.

The lyrics draw from Psalms 118:1 and 118:24 of the
Bible, also “Gradual” in the Easter Sunday Mass: “This is
the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it” With a variety of beats and rthythms, the melody is
filled with joy and energy. In the middle section, a
Christian hymn gives thanks to God for his everlasting
love. The last section regains the musical elements of the
first section and ends with “Alleluia” at the climax,

creating an atmosphere of praise.
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Tien-Hao Jan is a famous Taiwanese composer and arranger and,
currently, the Artistic Director for Perfect Match Theatre. He began to
arrange many Mandarin and Taiwanese folk songs for chorus groups
without receiving a formal musical training, and also to compose and
arrange for symphony orchestras and musical theatres. He focuses on
the composition of musicals and chorus songs such as “Requiem Pro
Amor” , “April Rain” and “Eat Drink Man Woman” .

Writtcn {Or Ch()rus peoplc, “St:lrting fr()ln HCI'C” isa Song presentcd by
Muller on its 20th anniversary. The song is the first piece of the chorus
collection commissioned by Muller for the first time in 2011, Requiem
Pl'() Aln()r, in]}’lying thc 10th th:lt a“ Mu“cr n]Clanl'S Share \Vhen thﬂy
first experience chorus music. The composer arranges the song with
simple singing techniques so that the beauty of human voice shows.
Wlth()ut the intr()duct()ry }’rclu({c, thc SingCrS are able to Cﬂpture the
sense of “cternity at first glance” . As the word Musica keeps repeating
itself during the climax means music in Latin, a man’ s first love for

singing starts right from here. (by Tien-Hao Jan)
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sl / Joseph M. Martin

I dreamed a dream

A silent dream of a land not far away
Where no bird sang, no steeples rang
And teardrops fell like rain.

I dreamed a dream; a silent dream.
Idreamed a dream of a land

so filled with pride

That every song, both weak and strong,
withered and died.

Idreamed a dream.

No hallelujah; not one hosanna!
No song of love, no lullaby.

And no choir sang to change the world.

No pipers played, no dancers twirled.
I dreamed a dream; a silent dream.

Awake, awake!

Soli Deo Gloria.

Awake my soul and sing,

The time for praise has come.

The silence of the night has passed,
A new day has begun!

Let music never die in me

Forever let my spirit sing!
Wherever emptiness is found

Let there be joy and glorious sound.
Let all our voices join as one

to praise the giver of the song!
Awake, awake! Let music live!
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Joseph M. Martin (b. 1959) is an American composer
with a concentration in piano pcrformancc. After
obtaining his master’ s degree in piano performance
from the University of Texas at Austin, he continued to
teach in the Piano Pedagogy Department. Despite his
major in piano pcrform;mcc, his talent in composing has
never be underestimated. Many of the choral composi-
tions created hy him, Christian or sacred, have earned

huge popularity.

“The Awakening” is a commissioned anthem by Texas
Choral Directors Association for its 40th anniversary.
The first part of the work is gloomy as if a dream in
despair and silence. With a sequence of rhythmic ostina-
to, the music becomes lively and magnificent, ending the
lingering music with a splendid rest. The tone of the
anthem turns from dark to bright and from despair to
brightncss, reﬁCC[ing hO\V [he CO”‘IPOSCI’Y N dtc}) {cclillgs

have changed.
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Ching—»]u Shih is a famous Taiwanese composer,
whose musical compositions range from vocal solo,
instrumental solo, vocal, chamber, choral and
orchestral music. She has a talent for combining
traditional music elements with Western classical
music. Her important works include “Breaking at
Dawn” , “Songs of the Earth” , “Ode to Life” and

“The Golden Poem” .

In 2003, Tzu Chi Foundation of Northwest Region
held a charity concert in order to raise money and
support medical missions in the remote country,
showing a selfless spirit. When facing the poverty
and illness in the human world, the loss of life and
the fear of death, we are supposed to embrace the
heart for giving with joy. Every life comes to an end,
yet after having an epiphany, people are able to

regain hope and a sense of relief.
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As a famous Taiwanese composer, Hsin-Cheng Liu arranged a
Taiwanese folklore "Peach Blossoms" and created "Rhapsody for
Orchestra’, which won the composer’ s first prize in the FOA
competition. He worked on some major pieces such as "Phoenix
On the \X’ing”, !
", "Dream of the Red Chamber" and "The Eight

Records of Yongzhou'.

'‘Afternoon, 4 persons at the Museum", "The

Fortune Teller

As the song begins, the loving energy gradually accumulates,
raising the curtain of the performance. Terms that seem irrelevant
appear as the song proceeds, for example, prime years, black hair,
passing of time, appearances, ctc. When the terms all come in
place, the love ofmarriagc and sincere prayers to the Creator for
life-bearing love are finally disclosed in the lyrics. In the later
section, the lyrics show clearer and stronger love to collect the
more energy that would sail us to a destination far, far away. (by
Hsin-Cheng Liu)
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Christine Liu, an arranger and a cappella musician, has
been active in various a cappella art festivals all over the
world since 2006 and has won multiple awards. She has
published several collections of a cappella sheets since 2009
to promote Mandarin a cappella music. She is now the

leader and music director of Voco Novo.

"Dedication” was originally collected in "Taipei, Tokyo', an
albuln ()fT;liWancSc Fﬁ:n‘ﬂle Singer, Su Rui, Elnd ﬂrr:lngﬂ({ by
Christine Liu as an a cappella chorus song for the four-part
male voice. The song implies that people are taking turns to
”givﬂ” ﬂnd to ”rCCCiVC” Zlnd th?\t thﬂy can dcdicate thclnSClVCS
selflessly and whole-heartedly for the ones they love
without asking for anything in return. The part of “think-
ing” in the lyrics shows that people keep thinking about
how to respond simply because they care. “Dedication” also
connects people emotionally and reminds them of being

grntcﬂll and putting the kindness into action.
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