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Andreas Herrmann is a professor at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Munich. He has been teaching there
since 1996. During this time, he led oratorio concerts, opera performances, and a cappella programs of all musical styles.
He continues to achieve pedagogical success by training professional young choral conductors from around the globe, such
as through specialized workshops at the Conservatory in Beijing, China, focusing on works by Carl Orff, on new a cappella
music in preparation for the Eric Ericson Award in Stockholm, Sweden, or at international masterclasses, as well as serving as a
guest professor at the College Conservatory of Music of the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, USA.

In 1996, he took over as the choral director of the Munich Philharmonic, overseeing the artistic direction of the Philharmonic
Choir of Munich. Under his leadership, he conducted numerous concerts, including the recent New Year concerts of the
Philharmonic Choir in 2024 at the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg and the Herkulessaal of the Residenz in Munich, alongside
various choral-symphonic preparations for world-renowned conductors such as Zubin Mehta, Lorin Maazel, Valery Gergiev,
Kent Nagano, Christian Thielemann, James Levine, Mariss Jansons, Krzysztof Penderecki, Thomas Hengelbrock, Manfred
Honeck, Pablo Heras-Casado, Ton Koopman, Philippe Herreweghe, Raphaél Pichon, Barbara Hannigan, and many others.

In addition to his engagement with the Munich Philharmonic, Andreas Herrmann is actively involved in worldwide concert
activities with other professional choirs, orchestras and ensembles. Concert tours as a choral and oratorio conductor have
taken him to many countries like Austria, France, Italy, Poland, Slovenia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Egypt, Switzerland, the USA,
Brazil and China. Successful collaborations with various orchestras and professional choirs (RIAS Kammerchor Berlin,
Chceur de Radio France, Silesian Philharmonic Choir Katowice, Collegium Vocale Gent, Bulgarian National Radio Choir
Sofia, Tolzer Knabenchor) document the international reputation of his musical work.
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Dr. Yu-Chung Johnny Ku is the Music Director of Taipei Philharmonic Chorus and Chamber Choir, and the Taipei International Choral
Festival and Competition. He is also an assistant professor in the National Taiwan University of Arts, and the Fu Jen Catholic University, an
associate chairman of Taiwan Choral Association, a member of the World Choral Council, a member of the Asia-Pacific working committee
in the International Federation for Choral Music, one of the founding directors of the Asian Choral Association.

Dr. Ku has given concerts, masterclasses, workshops, and lectures around the world, including Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Cambodia,
Canada, China, Hong-Kong, Hungary, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Macao, Malaysia, Philippines, Poland, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan,
and the USA. He also serves as the Chorus Master for more than S0 operas and choral-symphonic productions. In addition, he has been an
adjudicator in international competitions, such as the World Choir Games, World Choral Festival, Bali International Choral Competition,
Busan Choral Festival and Competition, and several others.

Dr. Yu-Chung John Ku received his D.M.A. from the College-Conservatory of Music in University of Cincinnati and holds a master's degree
from Temple University.
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Borned in ChangHua, Taiwan, SzuYun Swing Hsieh is the Associate-Conductor of Taipei Philharmonic Camber Choir, and the music
director of The Rejuvenis Group, the conductor of Taipei Women's Singing Society and Consolation Singers.

Ms. Hsieh has conducted Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir in concert tours in Taiwan, China, Japan, Turkey, Italy, Vatican, Austria,
Russia and Hungary. In 2023, Ms.Hsieh conducted Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir in World Symposium on Choral Music in Istanbul,
Turkey and also conducted in 37th International Ankara Music Festival. In 2019, CD album of Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir won
the Golden Melody Awards “Best Vocal Group’conducted by SzuYun Hsieh. In the same year, Ms. Hsieh conducted The Rejuvenis Group
to attend Ist Dubrovnik International Choral Competition and won chamber choir golden medal and mixed choir golden medal. In 2018,
Ms. Hsieh won the 2nd Prize in 2nd Boris Tevlin Competition of Choral Conductors (the 1st Prize has not been awarded). In the same year,
she got full-scholarship to attend the orchestra conducting masterclass in Dohndnyi Academy, Hungary, and conducted Budafoki Dohnényi
Orchestra.
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Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir (TPCC) is a 30-voice chamber choir from Taiwan. It was established in 1993, out of the 150-voice
Taipei Philharmonic Chorus (founded in1972).

TPCC has an impressive history of performing internationally. They have been to all continents of the world, performed in major
performance venues in more than 40 cities. The choir has participated in various International Choral Festivals, such as International
Chamber Choir Festival in Latvia in 1995, the 4th World Symposium on Choral Music in Sydney, Australia in 1996, Festival Vancouver
in 2000 & 2009, Asia-South-Pacific Symposium on Choral Music in Singapore in 2001, the 6th World Symposium on Choral Music in
Minneapolis/St. Paul, US.A.in 2002, Oregon Bach Festival in Eugene, US.A. in 2006, Zempléni Fesztivdl and Cantemus Festival in Hungary
in 2007 & 2014, ACDA National Convention in Chicago in 2011, Polyfollia Festival in Saint Lo, France in 2013, Melbourne Festival in
Australia and the Next Wave Festival in New York, US.A. in 2017, among others. In 2016, TPCC was invited to perform in the “Holy Mass
and Canonization of Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta” in Vatican. In 2023, TPCC was invited to be one of the 10 international choirs
featuring in the World Symposium on Choral Music in Tarkiye.

The current Music Director of TPCC is Dr. Yu-Chung Johnny Ku, with Professor Dirk DuHei, the founder of this choir, as the Artistic
Director. In addition to working with Dr. Ku, TPCC also invites internationally renowned conductors to Taiwan as guest-conductors
frequently. The choir has worked with Helmuth Rilling, Maria Guinand, Gébor Hollerung, Jonathan Velasco, Theodora Pavlovitch, Fred
Sjoberg, André Thomas, Janis Liepins, Alexander Solovyev, Ambroz Copi, among others. The repertoire of TPCC ranges from renaissance
to contemporary, from European classics to Asian countries, and the compositions with Taiwanese and Chinese heritage. On top of these
choral treasures, TPCC has also been commissioning and premiering more than 200 new works from Taiwanese composers and composers
around the world since 1993. TPCC's albums have constantly been nominated for “Golden Melody Award’, and have won “Best Album”
award and “Best Singing Performance” awards several times.
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Taipei Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
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Founded in the year of 1989, serving the purpose of accompanying the Taipei Philharmonic Chorus during performances. In
the fall of 2004, the Artistic Director of Taipei Philharmonic, Dirk Du, expanded the orchestra to become an orchestra that
meets on regular basis.

The Taipei Philharmonic Youth Orchestra had gathered the most talented young musicians from all over the country. The
artistic committee, including Artistic Director Dirk DuHei, artistic advisor Li-Pin Cheng, assistant conductor Chia-Fu Yu,
and resident musicians Shih-Chieh Chen, Yi-Ling Chen, Tsai-Chi Wang, Feng-Yu Shih, Ting-I Chuang, Jen-Hsien Huang
and Pei Ching Lo helps training the members of the orchestra. Under the strict training, the orchestra has reached the level
of a professional orchestra. And, with the vitality and passion of the young musicians, they really gain respect from the
audience.

This orchestra’s main purpose is to provide opportunities for young conductors, soloists, and performers to have a stage to
perform, and for young composers’ new compositions as well. They have worked with internationally renowned young artists
such as violinists Vilde Frang, Maria Solozobova, Yu-Chien Tseng, Keng-Yuen Tseng, pianist Ching-Yun Hu, Chun-Chich
Yen, Yi-Chih Lu, and composers Nan-Chang Chien, Huang-Long Pan, Che-Yi Lee, Shueh-Shuan Liu, Da-Wei Kao, among
others. Meanwhile, the orchestra started to collaborate with youth orchestra all over the world. They host the audition for the
Asia Youth Orchestra (AYO) in Taiwan since 2005, and arranged the Asian tour for AYO in Taipei since 2006 to 2025.
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Taipei Philharmonic Foundation for Culture and Education

In 1988, perceiving that Taiwan’s music environment still had great potential for development, a group of music-loving
industrialists and musicians founded the “Taipei Philharmonic Foundation for Culture and Education” in order to promote
musical activities and to further raise the cultural standards of Taiwan. The foundation started with supporting the renowned
Taipei Philharmonic Chorus on their mission of elevating the performance quality and promoting local musicians through
choral music. Later on, the foundation created groups such as the Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir, Children's Choir,
Youth Choir, Youth Orchestra, Youth Ensemble, Musical Theater, and Opera Studio, each with the identical goals of
performing and promoting music in Taiwan.

The Foundation has been making great efforts in introducing outstanding international performers to Taiwan, and in
promoting talented Taiwanese musicians. For the last three decades, the Foundation had continuously introduced fabulous
groups and musicians, such as Chanticleer, Inner Mongolian Youth Choir, King's Singers, Tallis Scholars, Youth Choir
Kamer, Kamnerchor Stuttgart, World Youth Choir, English Chamber Orchestra, Asia Youth Orchestra, The Real Group...
etc, to name a few. The Foundation also keeps bringing new visions of programing to the audience, including Taiwanese
premiere of many masterpieces, such as Brahms’s “Ein Deutsches Requiem”, Orff’s “Carmina Burana”, Fanshawe’s “African
Sanctus”, Britten’s “War Requiem”, and Bach’s “Mass in B Minor”, “St. John’s Passion”, “St. Matthew’s Passion”. Additionally,
in order to encourage Taiwanese composers, the Foundation keeps in long-term collaboration with composer Chien Nan-
Chang, as well as several composers of younger generation, such as Lee Che-Yi, Jan Tien-Hao, Shih Ching-Ru, Huang
Chun-Da, to name a few. Together, they have presented many choral-symphonic pieces, such as “The Maiden Malan”, “The
Twelve Animal Signs of Chinese Zodiac”, “Jail as my Hotel”...etc; several productions of original musicals, such as “Hocubu”,
“Zelandia”, “Love Stories of Two Cities”...etc; and more than 100 choral octavos in different setting.

For cultivating talented young Taiwanese musicians, the Foundation has been collaborating with young musicians in the
beginning stages of their music careers, and at has held activities such as “Young Stars Concert Series”, “Youth Musicians
Series”, “Rising Stars Festival”, among others. In addition, the Foundation holds the annual “Taipei International Choral
Festival” every summer since 1996, in which, famous international choral masters are invited to give masterclasses,
workshops, lectures, and concerts. Through these intense classes, Taiwanese musicians and audience get to experience world-
class music activities and to enhance their musical skills, knowledge, and appreciation. Furthermore, the artists from all
around the world can have a glance to the abundant cultural aspects of Taiwan. The festival is the event that continually
brings stimulation to the local music fields, as well as in Asia.

While the level of local music quality continues to rise, the Foundation also devotes valuable time to bringing Taiwanese
music to the international stage. Since 1992, the Foundation has been supporting the Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir
in concert tours all over the world, performing in more than 30 countries, in several prestigious international events, such as
the “World Symposium on Choral Music”, “Oregon Bach Festival”, “Festival Vancouver”...etc. Wherever they have been,
they have always left the audiences with impressions of brilliancy. This in term helps Taiwan gain a greater recognition in the
international choral world.

Only with the long-term support of the public and local enterprises can the “Taipei Philharmonic Foundation for Culture
and Education” reach such high achievements. The Foundation will surely make more efforts in the future to develop local
musical performances while simultaneously making its music available to the international stage.



