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An intimate and stunning chamber
piece of animated theatre with a sheet
of brown paper and a box of sand. A
show about transformation, loneliness,
and the urge to fly, BIRDHEART holds
a hand-mirror up to humanity and
offers it a chair. Through a series of
animated images built in front of the
audiences' eyes BIRDHEART creates
something achingly beautiful from the

H_// humblest of beginnings.
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Julian Crouch

Originally from the UK, JULIAN CROUCH is a theatre practitioner based in Brook-
lyn. He is an artist and a musician, who is known by his groundbreaking production
Shockheaded Peter, Satyagraha at the Met Opera, and the Tony Awards nominated
Broadway set design for Hedwig and The Angry Inch. He is the co-founder and
former artistic director of Improbable, a UK based theatre company. His works can
be seen throughout the world. He is particularly famous for his incorporating
large-scale live animation into his productions. He has worked extensively on
Broadway and at the Met Opera.
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Saskia Lane

Saskia Lane is a Julliard-trained bassist, composer, performer and educator. Her
works span many genres. Most recently, the Brooklyn-based artist presented a new
work at BRICArtsMedia, The Sweetest Life, written in collaboration with librettist
Stephanie Fleischmann. Last summer Saskia appeared in two productions at the
Salzburg Festival, the Threepenny Opera and the Festival’s celebrated annual pro-
duction of Jedermann, which she has been a part of it since 2013. Saskia regularly
tours with kids’ favorite “Dan Zanes & Friends” and her own much-lauded jazz pop
trio “The Biddies”. She has appeared with numerous famous music talents as
diverse as Jay-Z, Beyonce, Marc Ribot, and the Kronos Quartet.
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The daily routine with a steady pace is
like a planet orbits around. Everything
is just the same, and today is just like
yesterday. The title therefore keeps as
usual—untitled routine ... 20161018,
20161019, 20161020, 20161021,
20161022 ...
fer....there are several parallel worlds

only numbers dif-

with daily routines that are similar yet
bear a little difference.
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MER - BEMMTESANEE - =8 Ke Der-fong is an artist that creates
AR S EER S with performances and drama. He
BEEYHENSHWSE THRDE likes to work with different forms
%) 18 52 ) R £ o and spaces that fuzz the line of

daily life and art. He enjoys this

very much.
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Tsai Yi-Wei

Tsai Yi-wei is called the descendant of JingGuan Glove Puppetry. Though he is not a
direct descendant, he grew up with glove puppetry and was deeply influenced. He was
very into traditional theatrical expressions, such as radiant golden glows, yet he en-
tered modern theater from traditional field theater. His JingGuan are his dreams. He
wonders whether he has golden rays shine behind him when he pursue his dreams.
While listening to classic glove puppetry music, Hawaii Five, he starts out confidently

to face constant challenges on the dream-pursuing road.
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Chen Yeh-Ying

Chen Yeh-ying believes that bodies entrusts puppetry with their dear or estranged
daily life, and puppetry lets go of some control to listen to unknown and intangible in-
significance, which converges into immense imagination. It is free and strong. She has
a MA in Choreography from Taipei National University of the Arts. Her works include
performance, teaching, and creating. Her favorites are non-traditional spaces and per-
forming of the body. She also likes to dance freely, moves uncontrolled, and feels

those who and what that also dances.
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Put the people in the plastic bot-
tles. Pick them up gently with twee-
zers. It's better to hold their collars
or other parts of the clothes, and be
careful not to crush their organs.
We’'ll use them later. They have
only one destiny-- the so-called
“outside” will no longer exist. A
mysterious virus has spread out,
and those who get infected will
suffer disorientation and short-term
memory loss. They will forget to go
to work or go back home, and soon
after that, the whole world will be
ruled by the weeds. Choose your
seat and hold your popcorn tight.
It's time to enjoy a close combat
between human beings and nature.
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Wen Szu-ni

Wen Szu-ni has a MA in Puppetry from The Ernst Busch Academy of Dra-
matic Art and a BA of Theatre Arts from Taipei National University of the
Arts. Her works are inter-disciplinary including stop motion animation, per-
formance art, participatory art, and immersive game theater. In 2015, she
moved back to Kaohsiung from Berlin and started farming and restoring
old houses. She also founded Perpetuum Mobile, which takes local cultur-
al texture and eco friendliness as its creative core.
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Stefano Trambusti

Stefano Trambusti has a BS in Computer Science from University of Turin, Italy, and a
MA in Puppetry from The Ernst Busch Academy of Dramatic Art. In recent years, he is
most interested in performance art, and his works including remote-controlling a drone
as a puppet to circle the theater (Fables for Drones), interactive performance utilizing
audiences’ phones and screens (Can | Leave Now? /Moby Dick), giving speeches as
an expert in a forged academia conference (Dings-Bums), building a future machine to
look at the future (The Conduit), directing a performance in a small room for 12 audi-
ence (All Tag), and he worked with Wen Szu-ni to tuck 30 Chinese people into a
German theater (Chinophobia). He works as an actor, a director, and an animation de-

signer. His works can be seen in many German theaters.

RITAS / BF5E s

Technician / Hou Hsiu-ying

aitE K & fif O
Taipei Contemporary Art Center

m 8 I

swc777@gmail.com




FROM CURATOR

TEA
1Y &4 /WEE@EE

o X o

MR~ MR~ =B~ NEE - RTT
RERM—EHBTZERRTE
[EBRREB/NEE] TR/ANBE (2
ER)NMTNIRT(EFEZBER)
ZBE - HbhERE=m5 - KR
o gt A &0 Fir LU RY 87 12 /5L £ 8 % 70 Al
FEZBEE A —EuMYr "
MER -

SEBAFANE TERREFE
e sE—EFHE HMEFB D
adbmaEHi® & "Tadmh
DL, WEBHBEEREZ "Ik
BE/EM , WERE - BF - BF &S
SIS A-30KE /5 s GRKE# X
ELIEHE) X&EE/EW(BREIM
) o=FE/EEFA)  FiMU
ESRNEMERARRRSBE
NS - BB D BHREEHE
mE - =ENEXBERBEEKUES
ESEAPEFE  EREBREZEWR
REBEEK - NH/BB/HER
TREMX  HERTENH/BLE
HEE - UNAEY -

N ==
= EB

fls B HE Z2E BN HAZE

hEMR . "HE-—HNSEREX
S, 2R [BRB/NEE] WX
DEER SRl "NELFEEM
BERANATD  EARBEHE T
%1E T, WRE-BH(ER/NI)
C AT (BUETERBE) - B R (EEER /R
) UZEEE "/, WEIE - B
Bl REBALSBE/NE -
MRMRXNVUE mEB [BERE
INEEER] -




Autumn, breeze, space, playlet and travel...it's hard to decide which will be the
most memorable. “Close to You Festival’ is an event between small puppet play
and urban mini-tour, which is also something between an experiment in art and the
experience of the space in the alleys. Hidden beneath, are secret look, adventure,
and wildly creative feedback that provoke more discussion between artists and the
audience that therefore shapes a delicate sense of closeness.

Entering into its sixth year, as well as our first year being biennale, we intend to
make an excursion from Taipei into New Taipei City, challenging the “Taipei-cen-
tered” philosophy and rethink about the meaning of “distance/locality.” Meanwhile,
we invite artists from different districts to share their stories regarding local experi-
ences, such as cultural and community arts worker Tsai Yi-lun (Tamsui District),
puppetry artist Robin Ruizendaal (Dagiaotou District) and poet Xia Xia (Guting Dis-
trict). On the other hand, our programs consist of shows by veteran puppetry
troupes from the Netherlands, Germany, and the United States, as well as by
multi-disciplinary artists from Taiwan, including puppet artist, Beijing opera troupe,
mime artist, performance artist and set designer who are ready to strike the world
of puppetry, slightly yet precisely.

During past five years, it's been our core concept for “Close to You Festival”’ that
“doing one little thing right is doing something big.” However, this “little thing” is
rather complicated. Under limited resources, it demands a large crew to draw out
the essence of “the little.” It requires exquisiteness of the work, closeness between
performer and the audience, a customized tour guide, and also needs to face the
difficulties from the “little” itself. Nevertheless, as long as someone remembers our
promise in autumn with this smiling orange face, there will certainly be “Close to You
Festival.”

Curator Shih CPei-yu
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The Flying Group Theatre was established in May of 2004. In Chinese, its name is
a phonetic wordplay on “non-human,” suggesting puppetry, while at the same time
evoking the image of a place of gathering for artists and creative talents who fly
around freely within the theatre. In the earlier years following the group’s inception,
puppetry was the main focus of creative expression. The group’s work was nomi-
nated for the Taishin Art Award numerous times, and was invited to take part in art
festivals in Taiwan, Beijing, the Netherlands, France and Singapore.

The Flying Group Theatre strives to produce performance pieces which follow the
spirit of multimedia integration, are intimate in scale, and challenge the traditionally
accepted distance between performer and spectator.

In 2010, the Flying Group hosted the first Close to YOU International Puppet Festi-
val. As the curator and organizer of the festival, the Flying Group promoted the con-
cept of the “small scale puppet theater” which uses objects as the primary media in
theater pieces and performs in non traditional theater and intimate spaces. In addi-
tion to inviting international groups who create small scale puppet theater to Taiwan,
the festival also brought together local puppet theater artists and enthusiasts to
create and perform new innovative performances.

In 2011, Flying Group collaborated with L'est et I'Ouest, a France based theater
company founded by Jung-Shih Chou, to launch a trilogy piece, A Sleep and A For-
getting, which is also a part of the “For You, My Children” series. The trilogy focused
on the theme of growing up with bedtime stories. It set off with Birth, then Gow-
ing-up, and eventually moved to the inevitable Passing. The trilogy was successive-
ly created between 2011 and 2013. Performances were conducted in both Manda-
rin and French. It double premiered in Taipei, Taiwan and Marseilles, France, then
toured across Taiwan to France and Singapore.

In 2015, this trilogy, renamed as Circle of Life trilogy, was expanded to include a
concert and an installation exhibition. It was invited as one of the opening events in
celebrating the groundbreaking YEAR ZERO of Cloud Gate Theater.
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