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WEEBEEN  LAZLM@IEEL A woman lets a jackal-headed Anubis
BRI E TN —18RE - thigERA cut a piece of flesh out of her belly,
e RN IERNEZEY - K which she then sews into a tender
BB BB ES . SN EEER creature looking like a schnitzel. In a

BB TR AT . SIS ET frying pan full of boiling hot oil the
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creature sings a hymn of praise as it
looks forward to its reincarnation —
before being fed to the beast.
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Stefanie Oberhoff
http://stefanie-oberhoff.de/

Stefanie Oberhoff

Stefanie Oberhoff is trained as a set
designer and working for many years in
the context of contemporary puppet
theater as designer, director and per-
former.

Lilith Becker
The show is accompanied by the visual

artist and musician Lilith Becker.
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Category goes after reckons and it
seems the point that we understand
everything. If possible, could we avoid
all the objective thoughts? Could dif-
ferent scenario simply displayed by
objects, even more, the complex
sexual issue could be told by game
playing? Play house will be an inter-
esting funny and provocative perfor-
mances... Well, it shouldn't be men-

tioned.
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Fang Yi-Ju

Fang Yi-Ju is an alumnus of Taipei National University of the Arts and
L’ école Philippe Gaulier. She is an actress and a circus director. She also
founded the theater troupe Circus P.S. She recently appeared in The
Passing—A Dream Under Sacred Tree (a Flying-group Theatre produc-
tion), Taiwan Dreams Episode |I: Dream Hotel (a Creative Society produc-
tion), and Morning, Morning (a Yang’ s Ensemble production). Her direct-
ing works include Circling Embrace Through Day and Night (a Taipei Fine
Arts Museum production), Secret (a WeiWuYing Center for the Arts pro-
duction), and Mettez les voiles! Juggling and Object (a production for Fes-
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Ku Hsuan

Ku Hsuan took part in a couple theater creations and acted in a couple plays. They
are not that important nor worth mentioning. He now writes full time and plays in the-
ater part time. He loves both but wouldn’ t say he master either. He spends most of his

time on self banishing and fighting with himself.
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Taso Yu
Taso Yu graduated from Taipei National University of the Arts. Her major was play writing but
mostly acted in plays. She was a member of Dot.come, a Mansai group, and a member of Seagull

Theatre in Taipei. She is current ly a most free freelancer.
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Hua Jung Tao, a trail that Tsao Tsao
eagerly sought for the way out, was
about a misjudged scheme, and
also a reunion in destiny after a
long time apart. It was a trail with-
out a way to escape, where Tsao
Tsao had deceived his troops and
run away in defeat, and had an un-
avoidable confrontation with Guan
Yu. To capture or to let go? Based
on the story from “Romance of the
Three Kingdoms,” Chapter 50, the
table
model and live projection to per-

piece incorporates sand
form a story regarding grace and

righteousness.
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Hsu Po-ang / Wang Chen-hua / Blue Chen

Hsu Po-ang has a background in Chinese opera, and Wang Chen-hua is a
professional voice actor. They both are theater directors, writers, and cre-
ators. They were in the same year of class at National Taiwan University of
Arts. Together, they founded a theater, Po You Set, and created multiple
works through rehearsals. They understand each other deeply.

Blue Chen graduated from national Taiwan University of Arts. Her major
was directing and play writing. She is a theater freelancer. She met Hsu
and Wang and worked with them at Po You Set. Chen also published some
of her works under the name “the room of Lucile”.

All three of them are outstanding creators in Taiwan theatre. In 2016, they
participated in DaDaoCheng Youth Chinese Opera Festival and created
Fierce Tiger, Youg Z, which was selected as outstanding work by the 15th
Taishin Art.
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Petite and Subtle

—the Intimacy Between Performance and Daily Life

Autumn, breeze, space, playlet and travel...it's hard to decide which will be the
most memorable. “Close to You Festival” is an event between small puppet play
and urban mini-tour, which is also something between an experiment in art and the
experience of the space in the alleys. Hidden beneath, are secret look, adventure,
and wildly creative feedback that provoke more discussion between artists and the
audience that therefore shapes a delicate sense of closeness.

Entering into its sixth year, as well as our first year being biennale, we intend to
make an excursion from Taipei into New Taipei City, challenging the “Taipei-cen-
tered” philosophy and rethink about the meaning of “distance/locality.” Meanwhile,
we invite artists from different districts to share their stories regarding local experi-
ences, such as cultural and community arts worker Tsai Yi-lun (Tamsui District),
puppetry artist Robin Ruizendaal (Dagiaotou District) and poet Xia Xia (Guting Dis-
trict). On the other hand, our programs consist of shows by veteran puppetry
troupes from the Netherlands, Germany, and the United States, as well as by
multi-disciplinary artists from Taiwan, including puppet artist, Beijing opera troupe,
mime artist, performance artist and set designer who are ready to strike the world
of puppetry, slightly yet precisely.

During past five years, it's been our core concept for “Close to You Festival” that
“‘doing one little thing right is doing something big.” However, this “little thing” is
rather complicated. Under limited resources, it demands a large crew to draw out
the essence of “the little.” It requires exquisiteness of the work, closeness between
performer and the audience, a customized tour guide, and also needs to face the
difficulties from the “little” itself. Nevertheless, as long as someone remembers our
promise in autumn with this smiling orange face, there will certainly be “Close to You
Festival.”

Curator Shih CPei-yu
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The Flying Group Theatre

The Flying Group Theatre was established in May of 2004. In Chinese, its name is
a phonetic wordplay on “non-human,” suggesting puppetry, while at the same time
evoking the image of a place of gathering for artists and creative talents who fly
around freely within the theatre. In the earlier years following the group’s inception,
puppetry was the main focus of creative expression. The group’s work was nomi-
nated for the Taishin Art Award numerous times, and was invited to take part in art
festivals in Taiwan, Beijing, the Netherlands, France and Singapore.

The Flying Group Theatre strives to produce performance pieces which follow the
spirit of multimedia integration, are intimate in scale, and challenge the traditionally
accepted distance between performer and spectator.

In 2010, the Flying Group hosted the first Close to YOU International Puppet Festi-
val. As the curator and organizer of the festival, the Flying Group promoted the con-
cept of the “small scale puppet theater” which uses objects as the primary media in
theater pieces and performs in non traditional theater and intimate spaces. In addi-
tion to inviting international groups who create small scale puppet theater to Taiwan,
the festival also brought together local puppet theater artists and enthusiasts to
create and perform new innovative performances.

In 2011, Flying Group collaborated with L'est et I'Ouest, a France based theater
company founded by Jung-Shih Chou, to launch a trilogy piece, A Sleep and A For-
getting, which is also a part of the “For You, My Children” series. The trilogy focused
on the theme of growing up with bedtime stories. It set off with Birth, then Gow-
ing-up, and eventually moved to the inevitable Passing. The trilogy was successive-
ly created between 2011 and 2013. Performances were conducted in both Manda-
rin and French. It double premiered in Taipei, Taiwan and Marseilles, France, then
toured across Taiwan to France and Singapore.

In 2015, this trilogy, renamed as Circle of Life trilogy, was expanded to include a
concert and an installation exhibition. It was invited as one of the opening events in
celebrating the groundbreaking YEAR ZERO of Cloud Gate Theater.
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