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KUO CHIH-YUAN
Brief Personal History and Main Works

Kuo Chih-yuan was born in 1921 in Yuanli village, Miaoli County, Taiwan. Long
before the island was liberated from Japanese colonial rule he studied composition theory
in the Music Department of Japan University's College of Fine Arts. After the War of
Liberation ended in 1945, he returned to Taiwan, but left again for Japan in 1967 to pursue
studies in composition at National Tokyo Fine Arts University's College of Music. While
in  Tokyo he came under the influence of such Japanese masters as Ikeno Uchitomojiro,
and Yasiro Akio.

Returning to Taiwan in 1969 Kuo Chih-yuan served in the Hsinchu Normal School's
and the Taiwan Provincial Education Department's orchestral research committees. He is
currently retired.

Kuo Chih-yuan has performed a wide selection of numbers both in Taiwan
and overseas including the orchestral suites “Recollection” and “Taiwan Melody:
Movements,” and “the operetta for adolescents” “Cow Herder and Weaver Maid,”
and “Piano concertino,” and “Piano Sonata.” Other pieces include “Three Orchestral
Etudes from Hupei Folk Songs,” and “Symphony in A—From Tangshan to Taiwan, and

his most beloved works “Red Rose,” and “Nocturnal Mooring at maple Bridge.”
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