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A Realm with No Coordinates

ARealm with No Coordinates, is an artistic project in between artists from Hong Kong and Taiwan. It includes a
website for curators, artists and writers to communicate and together explore on the theme of the project. The
coming exhibition in 1a Space is just the first actual exhibition, out of a series of three.

Creative identification in a realm with no coordinates

By bringing together artists and writers from Hong Kong and Taiwan across the strait, we like to reflect upon the
common identity question raised in the two land, and explore different ways to attend a kind of creative expression
of subjectivity, which the identitication charted into a territory beyond existing coordinates. Via generating
dialogues and exchanges in between artists and works, artworks and texts, and scenerio shiftings as the venues
changes, the project try to foster an encounter of the different realities of space/time, so works of the artists and
writers could response to the situation at hand, but bring us further insights that chart beyond the present limiting
parameters. Since the exhibition at 1A will just be the first actual exhibition venue of our project, after the exhibition
has toured Taipei and Tainan, the project will organize a further documentary exhibition accompanied by a
conference in Hong Kong, so audiences in Hong Kong could keep track and see how the project continues to
evolve.

The Subjectivity of Contemporary Art in Hong Kong and Taiwan

Both Hong Kong and Taiwan are highly modernized Chinese society. However, they have quite different historical
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path of development, and their relation is becoming more polticially delicate and sensitive after 1997. But as
Mainland China is gaining its momentum in its economical development as well as importance in different world
platforms, the previous comparative paradigm of Mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan is getting more
imbalance. The economical, cultural and political aspects have produced much tensions and deadlocks. Even in
the contemporary art scene, as the Chinese art is getting gthe international limelights, Hong Kong and Taiwan
artists are being marginalized. By attending to the common and division character of the contemporary art practice
in face of such situation, the project hopes to evocate a new discoursive paradigm that could restore a platform for
our own subjectivity to participate in the global world.
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A Realm with No Coordinates
The Gaze and the Division in the Contemporary Art Creation of Taiwan and Hong Kong
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The concept of a “Global Village” already started to form in the 60s of the last century. In
the mind of Marshall McLuhan, this “New World” is a flat world of integrated technology and
information. Information technology replaced transportation and spread over the world in a
conqueror manner. Wherever it reaches, there is no more concealing corner, no marginal zone.
Yet under in this world, who owns the rights over the interpretation of cultural matters. Will
locality and diversity of human cultures be suppressed by certain claim of universal value, or a
dominating political power proclaiming its own legitimacy?



Hong Kong and Taiwan are two places where the contemporary art scenes do not much
collide, the condition of artistic creation of each place seems unique, but they do actually share
a lot of common traits too. But to curate a show between Hong Kong and Taiwan artists, is not
just in hope of bringing the two together in face with the Mainland China ascendancy. The
project aims to go beyond the trade-off flatness view of the world the harsh reality has us
succumbed into, and by acknowledging the importance of this self-re-cognition, show forth its
existential technique and distinctive aesthetics.

The Hong Kong group of artists strive their way through the gap-space within glocality of
the city which is constantly reshaping itself. The selected Taiwan artists too, demonstrate
certain incredible will to strife and prosper in even extreme harsh situation. Together, they both
seek to afford themselves a more discursive approach in marking out one’s own existence,
evocating a new discursive paradigm that could chart them into a new territory beyond present
limiting parameters. Besides the ten artists, this project also includes four writers, bringing the
works and texts in dialogue. Other than the three exhibitions, the two conferences across the
strait will further examine the issues raised in the project, tackling the marginalization
endangering subjectivities and globalization jeopardizing identity of difference.
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26™ August to 10" September, 2006 Hong Kong  1a Space
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30" September to 22™ October, 2006 Taipei NTUE Nan Hai Gallery
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4" to 26" November, 2006 Tainan NUTN Artistic Special Zone
2006124 98 %178 & FRARE (G &5 R M AME)
9" to 17" December, 2006 Hong Kong  The Chinese University of Hong Kong
(pls check our website for latest update)
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Visuality and Identity in the Age of Globalization
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9" December, 2006 Hong Kong The Chinese University of Hong Kong

(pls check our website for latest update)
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