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Another Beautiful Day - A Solo Exhibition by Pei-Shih Tu
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Born in Miaoli County in Taiwan in 1981, Tu Pei-Shih graduated from the
Department of Fine Arts and Crafts Education of National Taichung University. In
2005, she enrolled in the Department of Art of Goldsmiths, University of London
and received an MFA in Art Practice in 2007. She is now a promising young artist
in Taiwan. During her stay in Europe, she was invited to participate in several
international exhibitions, such as “Amsterdam Film Experience” (the Netherlands,
2007), VAA Videomedeja (Serbia, 2007), East Lansing Film Festival (USA, 2008)),
the 6th Filmmor Women’s Film Festival (Turkey, 2008), Cyprus International Short
Film Festival (North Cyprus, 2008) and Maryland Film Festival (USA, 2008). Group
exhibitions include: “The Art of Consumption” (Whitecross Gallery, London,
2007), "Grooving 2 — New Wave of Taiwan Contemporary Art" (Project Fulfill Art
Space, Taipei, 2008) and “Jam: Cultural Congestions in Contemporary Asian Art”
(South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell, UK, 2009).
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When the images of the collapse of the World Trade Center in New York were transmitted to billions of people
around the world, a new kind of fear was born — paranoia about disasters that might happen but cannot be foreseen,
and increased nervousness and anxiety as more defence mechanisms against such disasters are set up. Now, citizens of
the First World who enjoy the advantages of capitalism have to look to ideological heroes in fantasy for a sense of
secutity. The recent work of Tu Pei-Shih uses a fictitious narrative form to explore the relations between fantasy and
threat in contemporaty life. In general, it suggests that in the age of globalization and late capitalism, people have
developed a way of life that is increasingly removed from the real and deeply dependent on fantasy. Tu is interested in
de-realization due to the presence of threat and thinks that behind this lie extreme naivety and a gross neglect of the
poor countries.

As the title “Another Beautiful Day” suggests, the four works of single-channel projection of stop-motion animation
presented in the Taipei Fine Arts Museum ironically celebrate the arrival of the wonderful new age of utopia and
fantasy. Uneasy Journey and Another Beautiful Day are based on the innocent, imaginative, and happy world in typical
animation. However, the happy scenes gradually lose control and descend into absurdity, finally revealing the darkness
brought by threat, a metaphor for the anxiety about catastrophes that may be caused by war and globalization. The
work Who Cares About The Real appropriates a photo of a sumptuous banquet that took place before a G8 summit to
discuss the food crisis in Japan published in The Guardian last summer. It satirizes the bubble way of life in First
World countries in the face of the food crisis with a seemingly happy and theatrical scene. A one-minute loop video,
We Need More, And Motre And More And More Fantasies shows people wearing Obama T-shirts, London bankers
affected by the economic recession and Taiwanese youths with passions for cartoon and anime. They keeping waving
and smiling at the camera, vaguely hinting at people’s unease and fear about a possible calamity.

Tu’s works show a meticulous and complex form, stressing handwork, the appropriation of images and low-budget
production. Visually, they are full of kitsch style and decorative elements, frequently employing the two-dimensional
collage form of imaginative stop-motion animation or illustrations of children’s books to evoke a misleading and
unreliable innocence. One is at first attracted by the hi-saccharine look of her works, and later comes to understand the
violence and absurdity behind them. Using a playful and ironic style, she expresses her concern about the present
predicament of mankind.
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Another Beantifiul Day Animation, DVD Projection
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Uneasy Journey Animation, HD Video Projection

HAETEE ERBBIXT 2008
Who Cares About The Real

Animation, HD Video Projection
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We Need More, And More And More And More Fantasies
Animation, HD Video Projection, 2008



New Exhibitions

Atrium Projection Space (evenings only)

As part of the annual Lift Off Dance
Festival at South Hill Park in March 2009,
Atrium Projection Space presents a
selection of international video pieces,
focusing on human bodies escaping
gravity, bodies in flight, free-running,
skaters, acrobatics and martial arts.
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It Takes Two by Andy Wood (from Xtend Il)

Directions & Times

Ringmead, Bracknell,
Berkshire RG12 7PA

01344 484123

email: visualarts@southhillpark.org.uk

By Car:

South Hill Park Arts Centre is in the
Birch Hill area of Bracknell about 7
minutes drive from the Town Centre just
off the A322 Bagshot Road near the
Hilton National Hotel. It is easily
accessible from the M3 (Junction 3) and
the M4 (Junction 10). We are very well
sign posted - look for the brown road
signs saying 'Arts Centre' or showing a
comedy mask.
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By Train:

Bracknell is well served with train
services from London Waterloo, Reading
and towns in the surrounding area. The
central bus station is outside the rail
station, as well as a taxi rank.

By Bus:

Bracknell is well served with bus
services from Reading, London Victoria
and towns in the surrounding area.
Buses 158, 159 & 191 (Sainsbury's stop)
pass by the Arts Centre.
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Sainsbury’s

Mansion Space Galleries
Monday to Saturday
9am - | Ipm

Sundays and Bank Holidays
[1am - 10.30pm

Bracknell Gallery
Wednesday
7.00pm - 9.30pm

Thursday to Saturday

Ipm - 9.30pm
Sunday
Ipm - 5.00pm
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New Exhibitions

7 February - 5 April 2009

Opening reception: 7 February, 1.00pm - 3.00pm
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South Hill Park

Free Admission

We Do Care by Pei-Shih Tu



The Bracknell Gallery and Mansion Space Galleries

Curated by Outi Remes, Madi Acharya-Baskerville
and Yi-Fang Chen

As populations surge and international migration grows steadily,
the movement of people, objects and identities are activities that
have taken on a political and cultural character of their own.
Whether the movement is across the city, across the country or
across the world we are confronted by the product of such
movement, which creates cultural congestions - Jam.

The exhibition explores the concept of cultural congestion in
visual art practices in work by emerging Asian artists, including
Madi Acharya-Baskerville, Ming Turner, Tsai-Wei Chen, |-Ting
Hou, Su-Chen Hsu, Emma Kwan, Feng-Ru Lee, Wang Ruobing,
Bindu Mehra & Himanshu Desai, Hua Kuan Sai, Sam Su and Pei-
Shih Tu. What happens when there is so much art, so many
exhibitions and so many events? Does this overwhelm the
viewer and do we develop sensory overload? Or does the
congestion enable pausing and reflection of the richness and
diversity across cultures? Jam: Cultural Congestions brings
together artists from a range of cultures to explore and
construct a visual jam, a think-tank and space created by cultural
congestion.

The People's Park (series 1) by Wang Ruobing
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Introduction to the Art Market in Contemporary East
and South East Asia by Dr Ming Turner

Saturday 4 April, Ipm

Responding to the current exhibition, Jam:
Cultural Congestions in Contemporary Asian Art,
this talk provides an
introduction to the new
hot art markets in the
East and South East Asia.
The talk explores some of
the key concerns in the
region such as
postcolonialism,

feminism, globalisation,
modernism and the

issues related to diasporic people. | :
We will also consider possible
ways in which local
artists could develop
and take part in
international projects.
The talk includes

a visit to

the exhibition.

Typhoon Symphony by Feng-Ru Lee

Performance by Feng-Ru Lee
Saturday 4 April, 3pm

Feng-Ru Lee is tracing back imagery from the memories of her childhood to evoke the
isolation and restriction associated with East Asian Typhoon culture. Through
participation with composition and in experiencing an instant typhoon symphony the
audience will share in this multi-sensory experience.

Admission to the events is free, but booking is recommended:
exhibitions.intern@southhillpark.org.uk
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