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“IlIZ+ takes us on an astonishing journey searching for an artistic
vocabulary common to China, Japan, Korea, and the West. The listening
traveller, whatever his origin, is moved by the delicate, flowing virtuosic
playing, smoothly moving from age-old traditions to sensitive modernity.”

— Benoit Thiebergien, Director, 38e Rugissants, Grenoble

[11Z+: Officially formed in Darmstadt, Germany in 2001, 111Z+ ("three zee
plus," in English), a quartet born out of musical interests and experiences of Jocelyn
Clark, and nurtured with 1I-Ryun Chung's artistic input, features a unique
combination of the three bridged east Asian zithers: Korean kayagum, Japanese koto,
and Chinese zheng--"plus™ Korean percussion.

Increasingly known for performances that defy the conventional boundaries of
their instruments, 111Z+ continues to break new ground, offering surprising insights
into musical and cultural interactions between China, Korea, and Japan in the context
of America and Europe (indeed each player —originally from Alaska, Japan, Taiwan,
and Germany respectively — speaks with a different native tongue). 111Z+'s focus on
the large-bridged zither instrument family brings into sharp relief both the
archetypical similarities and differences among East Asia's individual living music
traditions.

I11Z+ has been featured in festivals such as Musica Vitale in Berlin (Germany),
Le Festival de I'lmaginaire at the Maison des Cultures du Monde in Paris (France),
38e Rugissants in Grenoble (France), Tokyo Summer Festival in Tokyo (Japan) and
Taipei Traditional Arts Festival in Taipei (Taiwan). The ensemble has toured
Toulouse (France), Utrecht (The Netherlands), Antwerp (Belgium), Nirnberg
(Germany), Darmstadt (Germany), New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington
D.C., Berea (KY), and Middletown (CT) in the US. Recent grants include a
Commissioning Music/USA grant from Meet the Composer for a new work from
Chinese-American composer Fred Ho, and a Chamber Music America Residency
Grant to work at the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, MA.

I1Z+’s website: www.threezeeplus.com


http://www.threezeeplus.com/
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Jocelyn Clark (Korea/Alaska) — kayagim (gayageum) | Korean 12-string zither
Jocelyn Clark grew up in Juneau, Alaska, playing piano, clarinet, and oboe. She
started studying koto at age 18 at the Sawai Koto Academy under Yagi Michiyo, and
later Maruta Miki at Wesleyan University (CT). In 1990 and 1991, she studied zheng
at the Nanjing Academy of Arts in China, and then in New York with master Wang
Changyuan. From 1992 to 1994 she received a scholarship to study traditional
Korean music at the National Classical Music Institute in Seoul, Korea, where she
worked with Yi Jiyeong, and then with Ji Aeri and Kang Jeongsuk, the “National
Intangible Human Cultural Asset.” In 2001, in collaboration with percussionist
[I-Ryun Chung, she founded the ensemble I11Z+, with whom she has toured in
Western Europe, East Asia, and North America. Having premiered more than 20 new
works for kayagim and koto, she has appeared as a soloist at the Jeonju Sanjo
Festival, Opera Latenight in Nurnberg, and the Global Ear Series in Dresden, to name
a few. Clark holds a 2005 Ph.D. in East Asian Languages and Civilizations from
Harvard University. She was named by the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce among
“Alaska’s Top 40 Under 40” in 2008 for her work directing the CrossSound new
music festival. Since 2008 she is assistant professor at Pai Chai University’s
Appenzeller School in Daejeon, Korea.

Yi-Chieh Lai (Taiwan) — zheng (guzheng) | Chinese 21-string zither

Yi-Chieh Lai grew up in Taiwan playing piano from a young age. At 12, she started
studying zheng under I-Yi Ch’en and Hwei-Mei Lin. From 1998 to 2002, she studied
with Jui-YU Wang and Li-Ch’iung Chang at the National Taiwan University of Arts.
She also studied zheng in Mainland China with Wang Zhou (Beijing), Ningxin Rao
(Guangdong), and Mangin Zhao (Henan). Lai has devoted herself to both traditional
and contemporary music as a soloist and as a member of the China Found Music
Workshop (2002-2005. In 2008, she finished her master’s degree in musicology at the
Taipei National University of the Arts. Her first aloum
“Transformation—Contemporary Taiwanese Zheng Music” was nominated for The
Golden Melody Award. She has been a member of 111Z+ since 2006.

Naoko Kikuchi (Japan) — koto | Japanese 13-string zither

Born in Sendai, Japan, as a child, Naoko studied koto with her grandmother and
mother. Starting in 1989, she took lessons from Tadao Sawai and Kazue Sawai. At
Sophia University, Tokyo, she joined the Sawai Kazue Koto Ensemble world tour
and participated in recordings by d’c records. Naoko graduated from the NHK



(Japanese National Broadcasting Company) School for Performance of Traditional
Japanese Instruments. She has been active as a musician, commissioning new works
for koto from composers and collaborating widely with artists in other fields (dance,
drama, art). In 2007, she received a year-long fellowship from the Japanese
Government’s Overseas Study Program for Artists to work in Frankfurt, Germany,
where she currently is a member of IEMA (International Ensemble Modern
Academie). Naoko performs and teaches regularly in Japan and Germany. She has
been a member of 111Z+ since 2009.

II-Ryun Chung (Germany/Korea) — Korean percussion (changgu, ching, etc.)
[I-Ryun Chung was born in Frankfurt in 1964. From 1967 to 1971, he lived in Seoul,
Korea. Chung began learning music rather late, at the age of 16, when he taught
himself to play the guitar. In 1984, he began studying with Carlo Domeniconi in
Berlin. From 1989 to 1995, he completed his studies in composition at Berlin
University of Arts with Prof. Jolyon Brettingham-Smith. An encounter with the
acquaintance of Korean master drummer Kim Duk-Soo, who introduced Chung to
Korean percussion music, made a lasting impression upon Chung’s rhythmic
perception. The collaboration between composer and interpreter has been central to
his compositions, which always place the highest technical demands upon the
performers. Concertizing as solo guitarist, chamber musician, and drummer for
traditional Korean music remains an integral part of Chung’s musical life. He
received a composition stipend (1992) and several composition commissions (1993,
1994, 1997, 2003, and 2007) from the Berlin Senate. In 1994, he received an award at
the Berlin Festival for Guitar and Chamber Music for his “Movement in Circles 11
for flute and Guitar. In 1999, he wrote his first opera, “An diesem Ort.” Chung’s
works are performed worldwide by orchestras and ensembles such as the Seoul
Philharmonic Orchestra, KBS Orchestra, Nieuw Ensemble, Contemporary Music
Ensemble Seoul, Kammerensemble Neue Musik, and UnitedBerlin. His CDs are
available from Kreuzberg Records.



