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About EX-Theatre Asia

EX-Theatre Asia was founded by Chongtham Jayanta Meetei, a veteran actor
cum director who graduated from National School of Drama, New Delhi, India,
and Lin Pei Ann, a veteran actress formerly from Golden Bough Theatre
Company in Taiwan.

Based in Taiwan, EX-Theatre Asia opens its vision to the whole of Asia.

The name EX is a metaphor for many expressions; experimenting, exchanging,
extending, expertise, excellence, existence, etc. All these meanings highlight
the characteristics, ideas and visions of the theatre company.

EX-Theatre Asia will constantly explore from the heart and soul. They envision
an exchange between artists and audiences without language barriers, and
hope to conscientiously cultivate new performance idioms that bring forth
refreshing experiences for their community and worldwide audiences.
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About the play

[Hayavanada] combines a twelfth-century folktale about “transposed heads” with indigenous
performance traditions to offer a path-breaking model for a quintessentially “Indian” theatre in
postcolonial times. The play [Hayavanada] means “the man with a horse head” . The play
named after this character. There are four main characters, Devadatta, Padmini, Kapila and Haya-
vadana. Hayavadana, this horse headed man who wanted to shed the horse’ s head and become
human, provides the outer panel- as in a mural within which the tale of two young friends one is
intelligence and another is strong at physical. Both felt in love with a woman but she married to
the intelligence young man, Devadatta. When she got married with him, the woman always has a
secret imagination of desire for a physically strong husband like her husband’ s friend, Kapila.
So the marriage brought a very unpleasant atmospheres among theirs relationship. This situation
leads the two friend beheaded themselves and when brought back to life by the wife with the help
of Kali (an Indian goddess), but she finds that their heads have got mixed up. Then they faced the
problem to decide who would be the husband of this woman. A man was having her husband’ s
head with friend’ s body and another man who has the husband body with friend’ s head,
whereas, both were claiming to be her husband. But the argument was ended with the decision
that the woman should live with the person who had the husband’ s head because head is the
supreme among the human limbs. The woman was so happy to have a perfect man as her husband
an intelligence mind with a strong physical body that was always her dream. The couple celebrated
their new life with full of excitements but it did not last long. The body started to re-shape its
original condition because human mind is the roots of his limbs. On the other side the horse headed
man who wanted to be a human was totally transformed into a horse. And live his remaining life
as a horse without any regret. He celebrates his perfection as a horse rather than half man half

horse.

The play was written by Girish Karnad. Over the past five decades, Girish Karnad has been recog-
nized nationally and internationally as one of the pre-eminent playwrights in contemporary India.
Born in 1938, he belongs to the generation of writers who came to maturity shortly affer indepen-
dence and collectively reshaped Indian theatre as a national institution in the later twentieth
century. [Hayavadana] is full of humor, sly comments on politics, comic hyperbole,

a richly layered play and interspersed with typical Indian elements like the folk tale.

[Hayavadana] was written in a very different format, not to follow the western way of writing.
The characters of the play are not psychological. In India many traditional and folk performances
are performed with lively and playfulness. The character didn’ t carry any psychological journey
but through the playful and symbol of the characters, audience can sense and get message from
it. For instance, in this play all characters are looking for something which they don’ t have. But

“What is perfection? “What is human being ‘s mentality?”

[Hayavanada] is a metaphor. “Who are you?” ” What is your mind?” It will be discussed
through this play. The play is trying to communicate that “It doesn’ t matter what is your desire,
the artificiality can’ t last long, and it will all depends on your state of mind.” We

should try to trust ourselves and be ourselves
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HiflfAEEY | 2P | Chongtham Jayanta Meetei (YLiEFEE » EIEEE)

FEE e B R 57 B B 22 B (National School of Drama) FIHIE L o 20014F % kb
HmyEe (B ESe3 M |  (Theater Training and Research Pro-
gramme) o F4Z:HARE G HEE3SHY - BB /e o M B R K M e
BEFERERGALEE EETEDESEEERE > EHREEHEAE - hiE
AR (Meetkup Ama ) 52821200553 1 5L B R B 67 » M o B 2 R B &
B EEE iz — © 2004-2005FE 2 H H AR R A S B 8E (WRERNTR)
° 2005EESH B BFERSE » R (ALL-IN-ONE=H—) (FETERE) H
MERZEFRGEREH (BHEMGE) - CBESHELNES (SEERF) hiE
R EEEEEE « BEFR (RELRWB—K) - ZESH20065F LY
WEREREZE  CBRREEREI6HEKEREH -

Artistic Director / Director : Chongtham Jayanta Meetei (India)
Chongtham Jayanta Meetei is considered one of the most potential and promising among
the young directors in India.
He graduated with a diploma in dramatic arts from National School of Drama (NSD),
New Delhi. He is the artistic director of Theatre Practice, Imphal, India. He built up
“EX-Theatre Asia” in 2006 with an idea to investigate the power and symbols of tradi-
tional art forms and try to develop a dynamic theatrical expression for contemporary
theatre.
His directing piece “Action” was a new work on woman issue, the script was created
through rehearsal process. “Piano on Sale” and “The Tigress Story” was presented
successfully through out in India.He is also a guest director of “Ningthoukhong Theatre
Center, Imphal, India” .
" Mitkup Ama” (A Blink) was participated in 7th Bharat Rang Mahotsov, 2005. His
work was regarded as one of the best show of this festival.
Jayanta also took part in many international theatre collaboration projects. In 2004, he
was invited by Japan Foundation to participate in an international collaboration Project”
Barburnama” (Memories of a Legend) and perform in Tokyo, Kyoto and New Delhi.
In 2005, Golden Bough Theatre, Taipei invited him to collaborate a project” All-In-
One” . He was the director and also acting in “Marriage Myth” which performed in
Experimental Theatre in National Theatre, Taipei. Later on, he worked as assistant
director and actor of “Troy, Troy, Taiwan....” under Golden Bough Theatre ' s produc-
tion. His latest directing work “Day I met the prince” was performed in Asia Contem-
porary Theatre Festival 2006 in Shanghai and toured in Taipei and Miaoli. Now, he is
the artistic director of EX-Theatre Asia.
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EX-Theatre Asia

BIE : 360 EMEER 10 KRR 1638
E&E ¢ (037) 277-960 / 0933-515109

f§E : (037) 277-960

E-mail : ex.theatre@msa.hinet.net

Blog : http://www.wretch.cc/blog/extheatre
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