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Director's Notes

It is a very nice feeling to see the idea of EX Studio is practically happening. Last year this space
was inaugurated by a performance entitle “iStory 4 performed by 1st cohorts of EX-Theatre
Asia's actor training course but I don't want that would be the last one. I personally feel an urgency
(especially for Miaoli city) to have a space beside the night market and shopping centertwhere people

have another option for an artistic entertainment.

This summer EX-Theatre Asia' s 2nd and 3rd cohort is presenting two piece of one act play
“Riders to the Sea” by .M Synge on the theme of existence and “The Sound of A Voice”
by David Henry Wang on the theme of how a human ego hurt the life itself. Riders to the sea will
be presented in a very realistic manner with certain video input to relate today's problem in the
small towns. The Sound of A Voice will be presented with certain theatrical aesthetical value that
is the very core of EX-Theatre Asia's approach. Why do I select these two plays and what is my
interpretation of them? Both questions are very important to be answered from a perspective as an
artistic director, but sincerely I feel at present (Miaoli) creating an art atmosphere and encourage the
people to participate in these activities ate more important and it should be my first priority. So my
artistic explanation is become secondaty to its function. With that being said, my only expectation is

their participation and interaction through this activity.

Physical exercises are must to be a physically fit person; likewise, mental exercises are must for
the mind to be an active and healthy mind. ” Reading engages the intellect and affects the emotions,
but performance co-opts embodied knowledge to a far greater extent. Theatre can be considered,
therefore, one of the particularly successful means of conveying varied layers of meanings, for it

presents these meanings in verbal-intellectual and embodied form”  (Naomi Rokotnitz).

By observing the action or attending a petformance we activate both our mind and body,
thus initiating both intellectual and physical stimulation. Going to the theatre is a form of active
knowledge. With a hope that people also felt the lack of infrastructure and needs for an art
atmosphere, EX Studio will throw a small stone to fill this big hole.

“In fact, because drama is designed for a purpose and is created deliberately in order to stimulate,
and because our emotional engagement with the action is (at least) once removed, it may be argued

that we learn more easily from theatre than from life” (Naomi Rokotnitz).

(The quotation above is especially for my lovely audience who are new to the theatre.)
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Like a thirsty plant in the desert,
Yearning for a single drop of rain,

How I wish love could flourish in my withering heart,

My life could flow as freely as stream cutting earth apart.
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